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nearly abandoned all hopes of relief, when, about half past four or
tive o'clock, the old puthway turned from the prairie grounds into
a thickly wooded country, 1n an easterly direction 5 through which
I had not advanced hall & mile whea | heard a noise resembling a
waterfall, to which I hasteued my tottering steps, and in o few
minutes was delighted at arriving on the banks of a deep and nar-
row rivalet, which forced its way with great rapidity over some
lurge stones that obstructed the channel. After offering up a short
prayer of thanksgiving for this providential supply, I threw mysel!f
into the water, forgetful of the extreme state of exhuustion to
which 1 was reduced @ it had nearly proved fatul, for my weak
frame could not withstand the strength of the current, w hich torced
me down a short distance, until | caught the bough of an over-
hanging tree, by means of which I regained the shore. Here
were plenty of the cherries ; on which, with the water, 1 made a
wmost delicious repast.  On looking about for a place to sleep, |
observed lying oo the ground the hollow trunk of a large pine,
which had been destroyed by lightning.  { retreated into the ca-
vity ; and baving covered myself completely with large pieces of
loose bark, quickly fell asleep. My repose was not of Jong dura-
tion ; for at the end of about two hours [ wus awakencd by the
growling of a bear, which had removed part of the bark covering,
and was {eaning over me with his snout, hesitating a3 1o the means
he should adopt to dislodge me ; the narvow limits of the trunk
which confined my body preventing him from making the attack
with advantage. [ instantly sprung up, seized my stick, and ut-
tered a loud cry, which startled him, wnd caased him to reccde a
few steps ; when he stopped, and turned about, apparently doubt.
ful whether he would commence an attack.  He determined on
an assaalt ; but feeling I had not suflicient strength to meet such
an uneqnal enemy, I thought it prudent to retreat, and according-
ly scrawmbled up an adjoining tree. My flight gave fresh impulse
to his courage, and he commenced ascending after me. 1 svcceed-
ed, however, in gaining a branch, which gave me a decided ad-
vantage over him; and from which 1 was enabled to annoy his
muzzle and claws in such a manncr with my stick as eflecteally
to check his progress.  Afler scraping the bark some time with
rage and disappointment, be gave up the tusk, and retired 1o my
late dormitory, of which he took possession.  The fear of fulling
off, in case | was overcome by sleep, induced me to make several
attempts to descend ; but each attempt aroused my wrsine senti-
nel; and after many ineffuctual effovts, I was obliged to remain
there during the rest of the night. 1 fixed myself in that part of
the trank trom which the principal grand branches forked, and
which prevented me {vom talling dacing my fitiul siombers. Cn
the morning of the 27th, little after suntise, the bear quitted the
truak, shook himself, - cust a longing, lingerving look® towards me,
and slowly disappeared in search of hie morning repast.  Atter
waiting sowe time, apprehensive of his return, [ descended and



