
rnay attend a teacher who so acts, but continued success cannot be a considerable range of choice to the candidate. Thus, at the junior
secured by such mteans. examination, every candidate is required first, to read aloud, to

The effect of the examinations is to introduce throuzhout schools write a passage froi dictation, and to pass a simple elementary ex-
a graduated programme of work not conceived by individual pre- amination in English grammar, in arithmetic, in geography, and in
dilections, but devised by highly qualilied menbers of our chief history. After this, ho is at liberty to select any of the following
Universities. The benefit of the examinations is thus extended to ten subjects, of which he may not attempt more than six, but ho is
those who are not candidates. required to satisfy the examiners in two, at least-religious know-

li cousequence of the great success of the scheine as regards ledge, English language, Latin, Greek, French, German, pure
boys' schools, the Universities of Cambridge and Edinburgh have niathematics, elementary inechanics, chemistry, roology, and botany.
opened their examinations to girls. Last year, local examinations There is also a further examination for those who choose to present
of the pupils of ladies' schools were held at Brighton, Bristol, Cam- themselves in drawing and music. A similar arrangement, muttatts
bridge, Manchester, London, and Sheflield, and the testimony of mutandis, prevails at the senior examination. Here there is first,
the examiners respecting their value is most satisfactory. a preliminary or necessary part consisting of reading, English gram-

Through the kindness of Dr. Heaton, a meeting of ladies resident mar and analysis, simple English composition, arithmetic, googra-
in the chief towns of the Riding, and interested in the education of phy, and the outlines of English history. There are the nine
girls, was held at his house, Leeds, for the purpose of discussing optional sections, of which each candidate is required to take three,
the above subject, witi Mr. J. G. Fitch, M.A., Assistant-Con- but is not permitted to take more than five. They are, religious
missioner of the Schools Inquiry Royal Commission, Mr. Henry H. knowledge, English history or literature, Latin or Greek, French or
Sales, Hon. Secretary to the West Riding Educational Board, and Germnan, pure or applied mathematics, chemistry, natural science,
Miss E. Davies, the authoress of many works on the social and in- drawing, and music. Under cach of these heads details were given
tellectual advancement of women. After luncheon, the subject for describing the nature of the examination, and the range and depth
consideration was introduced by Dr. Heaton, who remarked that, of knowledge, which it pre-supposed.
as regarded the University examinations of girls, they must all feel The advantages of the establishment of this system had been very
that a test of the efficiency of the instruction given in their schools marked, and its success during eight suceessive years, had fully
was alike valuable to teachers and parents. realised the most earnest hopes of its promoters. He could testify

Mr. Fitch, who referred in some detail to the history of the Uni- that the influence of the whole schene upon the schools which ho
versity Local Examinations. They had originated about ten years had visited in Yorkshire and elsewhere had been nost beneficial.
ago, iii a proposal made by the Rev. Dr. Temple, the present Ilead There were exceptions, of course ; but, as a rule, the schools whose
Master of Rugby, and Mr. '1. D. Acland. It had long been felt names appeared in the class-lists of successful pupils were arnong the
by these gentlemen that it was in the power of the Universities to best and most hopeful schools in the district. And this was not to
confer great advantages on others beside their own students, and be wondered at, for a well-cotisidered scheme of this kind was of
to raise the tone of the general middle-class education in the country. especial value as a means of guidance and help to the teachers.
The Universities had acquired, by long practice, experience of There was no profession %whose members were se isolated as that of
special value in the art of examining, and this experience it was the schoolmaster. There was none in which earnest men were try-
proposed to niake available for testing the work of schools. ing experiments so much in the dark, in ignorance of what was

After due deliberation, it was determined by Oxford to hold ex- being done by their brethren, and without the advantage of concert
aminations at certain local centres, and on subjects which were or coniparison. Many of themn went on from year to year, applying
generally taught in good schools. The first experinent was made their own tests, comparing the work of one class with another, and
in June, 1858 ; and by December of the sane year the Cambridge of one half-year with the next ; but, meanwhile, their standard
Senate had organised a simnilar scheme cf local examinatin. There nigit b unconsciously lowering itself, and thoir work be very un-
was no rivalry between the two great Universities. They sinply satisfactory, because they had no external standard by which to
agreed to divide the work between them, and had over since co- measure its quality. The publication of the Cambridge curriculum
operated in the most friendly way. One or two slight practical showed to teachers what, in the opinion of the most eminent scholars
differences, however, existed, and it was worth while to refer te in the country, a good school ougit to do for boys of sixteen or
them. Oxford conferred the title of A.A., or Associate in Arts, eigiteen; the publication cf tie questions and tic class-lists served
upon all candidates who successfully passed the Senior Examination; to show low much was actually denc by the pupils cf the best
while Cambridge, though having coume later into the field and seiools while the animal report cf the examiners, drawing atten-
having thus had time to reconsider that part of the proposai, had tion te deficiencues, and pointing eut lîw the methods of toaching
determined on awarding no title, but simply on granting certificates particular subjeets migit be buproved, were calculated te be
to all who had passed. This distinction was, however, untimportant. cspecially helphi te ail teachers who wished te undertand their
It was not found, on the one band, that the title of A.A. was in profession botter, and te obtain bigher resuits. And if the exami-
any danger of being confounded with the older and well kniowrr nation sece had becur useful te teachers, its influence had beour
distinctions of B.A. and M.A., which were of course still reserved stili more potent upen the purpils. Lt supplied them with a motive
for graduates. On the other hand, the Cambridge senior certificate for exertion, and wit a definite object towards whbci te study. A
was in no sense inferior in, value to that of Oxford, although the

eghtee the discrtion of candidates and tiroir teachars.
A miore importanut distinction between the practice cf the two Nothing cenid weli have beeu more mischiievous than for the

Universities concertied tire question cf religion. BotiUniversitiest iversities to cohe before the scdools f the curtry with a rigid
of course, attacledbimportancestetlis srrbject. But tire Cecilcf and authoritative sceme of instruction, te whicls al were t con-
Oxford equbre tiat every candidate, unless his parents shal request, forn dalike.Incti present state cf our educatiosal knowedge, we
conscientioe caris, a speciai exemption, shal be exannined bu tireare far from beicg etitl d tmh e pronovnce with cicar decisiveness,
Seriptnres aird iutire Crurci Catechisun, and neorme is heid te have what subjet shouid and wat shod not beihclded in the mental
satisied the examriner&s nurbess he shall have passed bu both i sîbueets. trainuinugcf yotrng people ; anrd, at least as a provisional mensure,

profession better, and to obtainhigher results. And ifttheSexami

Ontcohnriptural ex- tie wisst course seems tef o o bave the largest liberty cf choice
amiuiation, an alternative cf two departnents-the eue consistin te teachers, and te b ready te orecognisew wtehlectual excellence, in
of tire formuniaries cf tire Chîrrel cf England, and the other cfuhratever forit it may bce attaited. For, afer aol, it is nt se imuch
Whatelcoys Evidemices or Paleyls Horef Pauîbume. Lt was tils cvi- tie tihig learned, as t e accuracy, thoreughness, ard earnestnes
dent tirat a Ne cnfornist cahdides te, wose parents did ot desire witwicli it is learned, o twhici the succes cand worthines if a
toat re shoud hoimpstructed i thisre edsbf tj e Curc h Eoncland, sene of Edrucation depend. And the Univerities have frem the
was placed at a erligyit disadantae at Oxford as cempared wit, first proeeded on this principle in regard te these local examina-
Canbridge. tiens. Thoy prescribe nothi g absoutely except tose simple

Tc aoy ot er diffrence in precedre worth oefeming to was, elemetary natters aent whic hvery body is agreed,-the reading
tat theOxford examinruation takes place anrually in Jbtje, and that writing, aritmetic, tecgramar, geography, and history, whicnmha
of Catmebridge obusecebeiber. But id al otier respects-in ticale are isluded in every scîtool, wether for boys or girl. Beyond
af ti canididatesr inatve ofmeumt cf tie fei the range f the tis, they leave the learner to choose, or his teacher te choose for
sfbjects, amd itire oueraiharacterOf tiengxaminatihus-tie two hum, wheter i iail distingeish himsef in literature, in science, in
Uiversities are practcally at o r.t. the kngowledged cfas own lan«uacof the ancient n the moden

dt would notnconfecessary for iis purpose terivetino curriculum laguages, it drawineg orbunwiche.
of both Universities, but it woud suflice briefly te describe tat cf Amd as the scaione w tns ise and compreensive in ts con-
Cambridge. Trere wcre two examinations icîd simultaneously- ception, it was not less remarkable for the perfect fairnes i and came
the ne for juior caudidates below t tage cf sixn the tc otrer for ithi which it ad been carried out. There are ne bodies in the
seniors whnse ae did not exceed igltee. Each of these examinia- kimgdon hwici could coriman d thie publiconfidene in thename
tiens coisisted f two parts-a prelmnihary portion, which inceuded way as tic two groat iversities. They iad taken up the bsiners
snir whnocesary or obligatoy subjet, and a second part offering kf tis middl-cla examinatien with eal and had piacedth e
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