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mtrf on my tnj to more remote nations 6h
^fi^ of tninortsuice. This was readily granted me
^e r)%3eft bdng efteemed by them as a great compli-
meot paid to tlieir tribe. Tbe queen fat in the coun-
4^^ but only adeed a few queftions or gave fome trifling

diredibniin matters relative to the ftatc ; for woioen
ale n#ver allowed to fit in their councils* except they
Imppen t<»be invefted with thefupreme authority, and
dxenitis not cuftomary for them to make any formal
^eechesas the chiefs do. She m^s a very ancient we..^

man»fmainik ftatare, and not mu diftinguifhed by
hisrdrelsftdmieveral yotMg women that ^tttended hei^.

tl^e her ittenda^u ^nied gte^tly (leafed whenever
I (howed any tokens of refped to their queen, panictf-

htrly when I^ttCed her, which 1 frequently did to ac-
^i^n her fai^or. On theie occsfiont the good old lady
l^eaTOred to afliime a juvenile gaiety, and by her
iioiles (hoWed (he wai equally pleafed with the atten<

ttdh t>i!d her.

The time I utried berr^ 1 employed in makfng the

beft obfertatioris poflSble on the country aind in cot'

leAtng the moft certain intelligence I could, of the or-

iffin, language and cuftoms of this people. From
thefe enquiries I have reafon to conclude* that tfai}

Winnebagoes originHlly refided>in ibme of the provin«

ees belonging to New Mexico ; and being drivi^

from their native country, either by mteftine divitions,

or by the extenfrons of the Spsnifli conquers, they took
refuge in thefe more northern parts about a century

ago.

My reafons for adopting this fnppofition, are, firili

from their unalienable attachment to the Naudowef-
lie Indians (<«ho, they fay, gave them the earlieft fuc-

cor during their emigration) notwithftanding their

piefent refidence is more than fix hundred miles dif*

tant froih that people.

Secondly that their dialed totally differs from every

ither Indi.in nation yet dtfcovered ; it being a very

4itide>uth, guteral jargon, which none of their neighbors

Will attempt to learn They converfe with other na*
ilMis in the Chippcway tongue, which is the prevailing


