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CHAPTER XXIX.

Predicts Tni: Disruption of the United States.

The success of Sir Howards policy towards the

United States was grounded on observation and in-

quiry. From his post at Fredericton he kept his

eye on the Union, taking note of every incident and

popular movement, and considering whither they

tended. He thus forecast public opinion before it

took effect, and divined the influence it would exer-

cise on the course of affairs. But he did not base

his conclusions solely on the posture of parties. He
viewed the States in all their relations, plummed the

channels of their trade, and observed the divergence

of their interests, marked the extent of their shipping,

the condition and prospects of agriculture, the acts of

the different Legislatures, and the range of the Central

Government. He submitted to the Secretary of the

Colonies a Beport on these points in 1828, so pro-

phetic of what has since occurred, that it forms one of

the most remarkable State Papers ever written. Its

object was to show there was a tendency in the States

to create a manufacturing interest, which would ulti-

mately lead to a prohibition of the manufactures of

England ; and that this policy was a necessity for the

States, both on political and social grounds. He
represents it as aiming to associate them by new ties,

but goes on to show that it will fail in this object, and
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