
from the evening, is eyident from the plain direction in Laviticus

zxiii. 82. " From even until even shall ve observe you'- Sabbaths,"

again from Ex. xii. 18. where the feast of unleavenou bread is order-

ed to be observed from the 14th day of the montii at even, until the

21st day at even; and again, from the commencement of the

Oemarrah of Berachot on the passage, "it was evening, it was
morning " Oen. i. 5. From the fact that the 15th day of the month
is called the morroto after the Passover (Numb, xxxiii. 3) which was
kept on the 14th day at even (Ex. xii. 6), as well from the command
in Leviticus xxiii. 82 just cited, it has been concluded that Israel,

during their sojourn in F<gypt, reckoned all their days, both civil and
sacred, from sunrise, as did the Babylonians and other pagan nations

of the East, but that, as with other precepts, God commanded this

alteration to be observed by them in direct opposition to the customs
of the idolators who commenced their day with the rising of the sun
in honor of that luminary and other gods ; in doing which, however.
He only restored it to its original epocha intimated in Oen. 1. 5, but
which these idolatrous nations had taken upon themselves to alter. In
accordance with this institution, we find a ('lay styled *ip3 siy i. e.

" evening-morning" in Daniel vii. 14. This, the Greeks expressed

by their vvx^tiftfpov (nuchthemeron) which may mean any part

or the whole ofa day or night. A thing that has lasted two nights and
one wliole day and a part only of the proceeding and following days
would, therefore, be said to have lasted three days and three nights.*

There is allusion to six divisions of the day (i. e. from sunrise to

sunset) in the Scriptures,and accordingly, intosix parts hasthe Hebrew
day been divided. 1st, nrw or f\\n break of day, which was more re-

cently, as some think in imitation ofthe Persians, divided into 2 parts

;

the first when the eastern, the second when the western, portion of
the horizon became illumined. The Jerusalem Talmud divides it

into four parts, the first of which was called nnvn rh*« (according to

some " the morning star" see Kimchi and the Commentators on Ps.22.

1.) 2nd. ipi morning or sunrise, 3rd. taiTi on heat of the day, beginning
at 9 o'clock. Gen. xviii. 1. 1 Sam. xxi. 11. 4th. D'lny midday.
6th. arn mi cool or wind of the day, from the wind which generally

commenced blowing a few hours before sunset and lasted till the
evening. Gen. iii. 8. 6th. a-iy, evening

:

—It is to be remembered
that the longest day in the Uoly Land is only 14 hours 12 ininutea

English time, and the shortest 9 hours 48 minutes.

The introduction of weeks as a period of times, dates as far back
as the Creation. "(}od blessed the seventh day and sanctified it," and
henceforth every weekly return of that day was to be observed as a
period of rest, Gen. ii. 3. This division of time was marked in the

* From • imilar custom of their Gothic ancestors, introdnced from
OermMBy, the Englith hare no doubt introduced those words expressive nf
such amode of calculation, as fortnig ht, sen'night, &o. According to Cearar,
the same custom prerailed among the Celtic nations. **A11 the Gauls "be
writes, " measure time not by the number of days, but by nights " Accord,
ingly they observe their birth'days, and the beginning of months and years,
in iuob a manner as to cause the day to follow the night.
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