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a majority against Home Rule. The numbers

were in England: Conservatives, 938,487 ; Liberal

Unionists, 264,643; total Unionist vote, 1,203,130.

Gladstonian Liberals, 1,096,457; Parnellites, 2,9 11.

Total Ministerial vote, 1,099,368; Unionist ma-

jority, 103,762. At all events, in England, Wales

and Scotland alone 1,347,983 people have voted

for Home Rule. A year before the Home Rulers

in England were perhaps not more than a few

thousand. At this election -he Home Rulers

were nearly a million and a half. And this is no

reason (to say the least) for discouragement.

If we look upon the composition of the new House
we find equally good reason for satisfaction. The
Liberal Unionists are a hopeless party reduced

in numbers, incapable of forming an administra-

tion, and perhaps incapable of holding together,

and Conservatives can only maintain an adminis-

tration by the countenance and support of a cer-

tain section of the Liberal Unionists, and there-

fore by the continuance of the split between the

different sections of the Liberal party.

It is not at all improbable, that after the heat

and ferocity of the election is over, even the

Tories themselves may see that it is their in-

terest to make an approach to the Irish party,

which is more numerous than the Liberal Union-

ists and votes as one man, instead of being split

up into warring factions. Nobody believes any-

how that an alliance between Tories and Liberals,


