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All cavatcd in the rocks, on :i slojx' of sonu^what l(\ss tlian

45°, and from ono to two Innidred fcotabrvo tlie soa."

In tlio distance it nii-i'lit h{\ taken foi* a colon v of sea-

fowl, of some of those species which ch(X)se for thoir

l)rce<lin!:r-places the lonely islands of the North. That

liunian beings should locate themselves in such a dreary

spot may seem wonderful. The explanation is to l)e

found in the one word— "H'fdriis. These animals

abound in the surroundin*'- seas, and in larije nundtcrs

mak(^ their appearance on the ice-packs and the

island rocks. As the voyagev.s clambered up the

rockv ascent to the Eskimo setth^nent, they saw f)no

or more walrus-skins and portions of the entrails

stretched to dry in front of nearly every house.

Men were busily engaged in cleaning the white ix'ory

tusks, women in splitting the fresh skin, unconscious

of, or undisturbed by, the greasy stench that jx)! luted

the air.

The interior of the houses, or caves, is spoken of

as being " rank, greas}', and stuffy beyond description;"

as something which to the perceptions of our fashion-

able frfithftPH would be terribly repulsive. The fur-

niture consists of furs, skins, fishing and lumting

tackle, and walrus meat. The decoration is reduced

to the simplicity of " unpleasant odours ; " or, to put


