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MANITOBA AND THE NORTH-WEST

Hon. Mk. IM.UMH Before the motion

is adopted I have to asic the permission of

the House to maiic some remarks on a

subject which I promised to l)ring u\)

before the close of the session. Hon.
gentlemen will remember that when I

addressed the House upon the representa-

tion of the North-West in Parliament, I

took occasion towards the tilose of my
remarks to refer to what I deemed a con-

certed attempt to injure the pros|jects of

the North-West by an unfair and unwarrant-

able statement of the hardships which the

settlers were undergoing there, on account,

as it was alleged, of the climate of the

country, the tyranny of the (lovernment,

and the grinding monopoly of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company. I said that

there had been in the Opposition Press

throughout the country evidences that

they were in sympathy with such an

attempt. My statement was questioned

by my hon. friend the senior member for

Halifax, who ventured to contradict it

almost directly. I promised him that in

due time I would bring forward proofs of

my charge. T am now prepared to do so,

and I must apologise to him for delaying

my reply so long. 1 did not wish to

detain the House on any day when there

was much business before it, nor do I

wish now unduly to protract its sitting.

1 have no doubt my hon. friend will be

gratified to know that I have not forgotten

my promise, and that I intend to produce

as far as time will permit, proofs of my
allegations. 'I'he official report of the

Debate, which took place on the 25th

February, contains the following :

—

" Hon. Mk. POWER—Will the hon. gentle-

man be kind enough to tell the House bv
who!n Dakota was held up as .«<ucli a paradise ?

•• Hon. Mr. PLUMB—By the Opposition

press.

" Hon. Mr. POWER—Nothing of the son.

" Hon. Mr. PLUMB—Ifthe hon. gentleman
likes I can show him fifty different quotations.

"Hon. Mr. POWER—One will do.

' Hon. Mr. PLUMB—I could show liim

fifty; i will jjrodiice enougli of tliein in good
time, but the lion, gentleman will not take
upon himself the refiponsiltility of den^-iu"
wliat iHay, lie will not take the risk of it—^1

know that perfectly well. If the lion, gentle-
man has read the newspapers lie must know
as well as I do (hat such is the case; it is a
patent fact, known to every man who read.s

the Ontario Opposition papers, that, day after

dav there are statements in them which are
calculated to draw atteniion to Dakota as
having superior advantages for the settler as
compared with the North- West. I am there-
fore astonished that the hon. gentleman should
challenge my statement.

" Hon. Mk. POWER—If ili' hon. gentle-
man will produce one of his proofs it will do.

'' Hon. Mr. PLUMB—Does the hon. gentle-
man dis])Ute it ?

'« Hon. Mr. POWER—I doubt it.

"Hon. Mr. PLUMB—Do you deny it?

The hon . gentleman does uot-^

" Hon. Mr. POWER—The hon. gentleman
knows it would hardly be Parliamentary for

me, after he has made a direct statemeut, to
say that statement was untrue, but 1 say that
I very strongly doubt the statement made by
the hun. gentleman. I have read the pwjiers

pretty carefully, vet I h.ve not seen the state-

ments of which he has spoken.

" Hon. Mil. PLUMB—I will produce ample
evidence, should occasion ari.se, to sliow the
hon. gentleman that my as.sertion is a perfectly

correct one.

Now, I did not assert that Dakota was
held up as a paradise ; on the contrary

the contention of which I complain has

been that notwithstanding its inferiority of

soil and climate, it offers far greater

advantages to the settler than the North-
\\'est.

Perhaps ii might be well in premising

what I have to say, to make a brief state-

ment of the [)osition in which the party to

which I have the honor to belong stands

in regard to the North-W'est. It is well

known that the acquisition of that terri-

tory was made by the Government of the

Right Hon. Sir John Macdonald, and in

receiving British Columbia into Confeder-

ation an agreement was made to build the


