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Federation, but it might also be termed Imperial Union or even

Alliance. It would be satisfied in the meantime with a

recognition of the rij^ht of the great self-governing colonies

to be consulted on i)eace, war and treaties, and with an inter-

Imperial tariff of discriminatory duties against ail the rest of

the world, s a means of raising a common imperial revenue.

Secondly, the proposal, made in whispers, of an independent

Canadian Republic, formed with the consent of the mother

country : and, Thirdly, the suggestion that the best way out

of our debt and difficulties with the French-Canadians as well

as with secessionism in Nova Scotia, and disallowance in the

Northwest, would be by annexation to the United States.

So far, the people have not seriously considered what should

be done, or whether anything needs to be done, much less have

they ciystatlized into parties on the subject. Consequently*

not one of the three possible forms that we may assume has

many representatives openly connected with it, although the

conviction is deepening that any one of them would be better

than the continuatice of our present position for an indefinite!)'

prolonged period.

Now, I am not going to argue for or against any of these

possible issues. We are likely to evolve peacefully, in my
opinion, into one or another. As long as revolution is avoided,

the movements of nations are regular anil in accordance with

antecedent causes — prophet is he who can see into those

antec dent causes so clearly that he can predict the outcome. I

do not pretend to have this prophetic gift. The question is

too complicated .uul too big for me. Notwithstanding all

the tiglit that has been \ ouchsafed to us by men who speak


