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in December of the same year, lie was instructed to abandon
Oswego, return lionie and prepare for such contingencies, to which

it was thought the recent reverses must k'ad. During the winter,

)ie occupied a block-house on the banks of the Delaware. In the

spring, on his return to the north, he was ordered back to Oswego,

which, after many delays, he reached July 1, 1756. On his

arrival, learning that Montcalm had determined on the invasion of

the province, and that he j)ro|)osed to begin hj- the reduction of

the Fort at Oswego, Colonel Schuyler prepared himself for the

threatened conflict. Meanwhile, the provincials, learning through

Indian spies of the proposed attack, instructed General Webb to

march with the force at his command to Schuyler's relief. lie

failed to arrive in time. The Fort was attacked with great

earnestness and vigor. When the struggle began. Colonel Schuyler

was posted with his men some six Iiundred yards to the westward

of the Fort, in a small) unfinished redoubt, used for keeping

cattie; and in the afternoon of the same day was busy in cutting

down the bushes near the Fort and making fascines. The next

morning. Colonel IVfercer, the commander of the garrison, was

killed. On learning his death, Lieutenant Colonel Liltlehales sent

for ^Colonel Schuyler, and, after a council of war, orders were

issued to cease firing and prepare for cajjitulation. Colonel

Schuyler opj)osed the surrender; but being over-ruled was obliged

to yield. It would be difficult to find in all history a more

ignonunous submission, though it stipulate(l that the entire

garrison should march out wi( the full honors of war. On
razing the Fort, Montcalm immediately returned to Canada,

carrying among other prisoners, the brave, uncompromising

Colonel Schuyler, the hero of this happy hour.

Thougii in captivity and in the hands of his enemies, if caring

for one's command and mitigating the hard trials of his fellow-

countrymen, situated as was he, in providing for their wants, and

in aiding the poor Indians who, through this and other disasters to

provincial arms, had fallen into French hands, be any indication

of loyalty—or true manhood, even in Canada, Colomd Schuyler

was none the less active in the interests of his country than when

in the field. His military abilitie:*, social position and ntagna-

nimity of spirit were soon discovered by the French, and duly

acknowledged. Liberties were accorded to him that others Imd

never enjoyed, which he embraced ; nor did he ever abuse them.

As he loved his country and Hs flag, so did he love her sons and

her wards.


