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If ho had gone on, he would have rond

that ill tilt) lait^or couiitrius of Europe
provido us witlj exceptions— Kiij^laud,

France, (lermiiiy, Italy, even Austria.

Freeman points out that there are islands

which hotli speech and i^eof/rapliical posi-

tion seem to mark out as Fn-nch, ^ut

which are En>^lish—a8 truly Eiii^lish, as

truly devoted to England, as truly a ptrt

of the British Empire in feefing. as the

people of London. I alhide to tho peo|>lH

of the Channel Isles, lumi of the same
Hood precisely and coming from the sani.i

district of France as the French Canadians

They are, I will say, as true to Englaii'l,

I believe, as the French Cmadians are to

Confedt-ration. Why ( Freeman asks.

Because circumstances led them to cleave

to England though their kindred in Nor-

mandy becm'ie P^rench ; and one again

and again sees in the article—which I hope

my hon. and learned friend did not read

—

that circumstances control more than lan-

guage. The insular Norman, though

speaking French, did not become a

Frenchman, and he is to-day a loyal part

of the British nation speaking French.

"Thoue instances," says Frepnmn, "and count-
less othors. hear otU the position, that wtiilo
foiii'iiuiuty f)f liunfiuiK'" isfix! most ot)\io\is siK'i

ofcoinnioii !iiili;)niilify, while it, is th<Mnaiii (tlc-

nicnt. or «')m('thiiiK more than an cloincnt, in
the foriiiiition of n. naf iotiality. tlie ru'c is open
to cxri'ptions of all ki'ulM, auil th« indiienre of

lanftn.iv?n is at all times liable to be overruled
by other influences."

Now, Sir, take Quebec : will any man
suppose for one moinent that, notwith

Standing the mountebank utterances of

the present Prime Minister of Quebec,

notwithstandinut this stuff about the tri-

Cfilour, and hustings nonsense of that sort,

to *hicli n«)V)oily pays any attention, and

notwitlistailding those articles in the press,

which my hon, friend thinks controlling

—

he kn >W9 very well that there have been

articles in the English press of Canada

wliich if a niati were to take as an expo-

nent of the sentiment of the Canadian

people he would be regarded as demented

— will any man suppose that if Quebec

could to-day do what she pleased, she

would cut the painter with this country

and England, and go over to Franco ?

(r>'ies of "No !" from the French mem-
bers, and "Never !

"'). You know very

well, from the character of the people,

from their pnliticd and religious convic-

tions, that they cling to the British flag-

Now, Freeman points out that political

and other reasons foibade the annexation

by fidrmaiiy .>f ipiite a number of coun-

tries ; and *.]\ei\ ha omes to those parts

of the world where people who are con-

fe^sedly of dili'erent races and language,

iiiliihit a continuous territory and live

under the same Hag. Then Freeman in-

stances—and, of course, my hon, friend,

when ({uotiii/ Freeman, fought shy of

this, whicli w( uld he all right, you know,

before a jury, but it is not right before the

jury of- the [le^ pie of Canada—the Swiss

Confederation, which he says has what

my friend quoted iiim to prove that it

it cnld not have, namely, a full right to

be called a nation in a political s^nso.

(Cheer*.)

j

" It has beep forniort on a principle directly
j
opposite to the identity of race and lanffiKiKe-
Thnt ('o'lfciicnitinn is fornied hy the.uiiion of
cerirtin detjiclie I fftis<in mUs >f (Jorjnaii. It ilian
anil Hiiixundia'i nations, ({ernian is undoiit)t-
edly the I'ln^fUijco of I he Kreit ni ijority of the

' nation. \i\\t the two r'^rop;:iisod Itomanii')
lanKuaijes are oa'-h the spi>e('h of a larKc; minor-
ity forming a visililo eloinent in the jji^iioral

body. ' * While German, French
' and Italian are ail reco'irnisod as national
! l.iiiK'i IK''-" by the *i ijss (^onfed'-ralion, th'' in
' deoeridi'iit Honiance ianarnajcc wlii(!h is still used

In s iini! jiaris of the (Linton of (ir lUbU'ideu,
;
that which is known specially as Homansch, la

I

not recognised."

M irk his word, in that article :

i

" It Is left in tho same position in which
Welsh a-ul (iMelii! are h^ft in (irent Uritain, in
whiih Mascmo, Hreton. Wroviiocal. \V aldoon and
Kleinisti are left in the bonhirs of that

I

French kingdom, which has jfrown so as to take
; them all in."

j

Now, what doe^ Mr. Preeman say of this

I

S*i88 Confederation, which has five lan-

i linages and three otUc.ial languages ?

I "Vet sorely," he says, "the Swiss Confedera-
tion is a nation. For all political mirpuses the
Hwisst'onfiMleiMtlon w a nation, one capable of
as strong and true national fcclinK as uuy other
nation.'


