February 5, 1932,

ie Remes, Esqe,
Consulat General de Belgique,
Yontreal.

Hy dear Consnul Remes,

Let me acknowledge your letter of
Bebruary 1lst in which you enclose a copy of a Canadian
Press despateh as published in the Vancouver Star of the
date 18th of January. Let me at cnce say that I am glad
to have your assurance that you look om me as a fridnd of
Belgium, for whieh country,its soldiers and its noble King
and Cueen I have the very highest regard.

With reference to the article written
by Professor Stephen Leacoek for the New York Tribomne Sun-
day Magazine, let me say that I never attenpt to explain
or to defend any article bty ome of the professors of this
Universitye. I do not Buppese I read one-twentieth of
what they write. ¥e sre proud of the fact that ot MeGill
there is no limitation ploced upom what a professor nay
write or say at any time or in sany places £11 that we
try to ask is that a professor knows what he is talkimg
about, recognises thot there sre two sides to every euestion
and that he is not a paiad prepagandist. As to the source
of Professor Leacoek's information, he drwas my attention
t0 the following facts. In Pebruary 1908 a British
parlismentary paper (Africs No.l, 1908) was 1ssued contsine
ing consular reports concerning the state of affairs in the
Congoe. The consul at Boma after detailing various abuses
added, "The system which gave rise to these abuses still
continues unchanged and so lomg as it iz unaltered the cone
dition of the nations must remain one of veiled slavery."
On the same day the British Fereign Secretary, Sir EBdward
Grey (later Viscount Grey) declored that "the Congo State
had morally forfelted every right to international | LCog=-
nitioem." (Eme. Brit. 1927, Vol.b, p. 245) ‘




