
Miscellaneous [SENATE.]
ing "Petitions," running from 1837 to 1863,
and find a number of petitions in that
index, which have been received by the
Lords-of a imilar character to that now
sought to be presented to the 8enate. In
loking into "lHansard," I find a num-
her of those petitions were not only pre-
sented to the Lords, but acted on. In re.
ferring to " Todd," who was quoted by
the benator who presented this petition,
we find Ibis statement: - The practise of
the fHouse of Lords, i- these particulars,
is lesu stringent than that of the Hiouse of
Commons. There is no rule or usage of
the Hlouse of Lords to ftrbid the
presentation and discussion of a petition
ior pecuniary redress or compensation,
provided it be couched in general terms;
and although the fHouse of Lords have no
right to initiate measures of taxation, or
propositions for increasing the pecunary
burdens of ti e people, yet they are not
constitutionally debarred from instituting
inquiries by their own committees into
inancial matters, or into questions which

involve the expenditure of public money.
The consent of the Lords is indispensable
to every legislative measure, whether of
supply or otherwise, and it is desirable
that they should be prepared, by fuli in-
vestigation and free inquiry, to give
or withdraw their assent intelligentUy."
I have noticed the termas of this petition
and quite agree with the benator to my
lefs (Mr. Botaford) as to to the application
of the principle named by "i'odd," that it
must be couched in general terms. It is
true that the petition asks for an appro.
priation for a particular objec, but it does
not ask for a specific sum of money. I am
therefore of opinion that, as we have no
rule of our own which forbida the presenta.
tion of petitons of tis character and, as
we have a rule providing that
on all unprovided cases, reference
shall be had to the usage of the House of
Lords, and aince that usage permits, it is
quite zrgular te present this petition. I
therefore decide tha the petition is in
order, and may be received.

BRITISH AMERICAN ASSURANCE CO.
On motion of Hon.Mr. ALLAN, second-

ed by lion. Mr. McMaster, the bill enti-
tuled an Act to amend the Act incorpol.raticg the British American Assurance Co.,
and other acta affecting the sane, and to
extend its powers, was read a third
lime.

RAILWAY TELEGRAPUS.

lion. Mr. BUREAU introduced a bül to
oblige Railway Companies to have tele,.

graph lines along the routes. Firat read-

ADJOURNMENT.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved that when
this Bouse adjourna on Friday, it stand
adjourned till half-past seven on Monday
evening next-Carried.

CREDIT FONCIER.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved the second
reading of the bill to incorporate Le Credit
Foncier Royal Co. The hon. gentleman
explained the measure in French. He
said the the bill possessed both a public
and private cearacter. The Credit
Foncier bill he introduced last year
met with a great succesa. The capital was
promptly subscribed. lie had introduced
a new clause, rendering the machinery of
the act and acheme a little safer, namely,
putting the Company under Governmens
inspection, and having the appointment
of one of the auditors, charged with ex.
amining the accounts of the Company,
to be appointed by the Government in
certain cases. Now the three auditors were
to be named by it. Re intended making
this Act aimilar to European Acta. We
wanted, in these colonies, so full of natu.
ral resources, money to develop them,
and the problem was the best way of at-
tracting it hither. We needed banks of
issue and discount, and loans on easy
ternis, to enable us to turn our advantages
to profitable account. With the object of
supplying this want, it was desired to es-
tablish a Credit Foncier institution on a
solid foundation, the Government to have
a voice in its management, in regard to its
borrowinganci lending. The Government
would unie auditors to deal with the
loans to be raised in Europe and else.
where. If irregularities were committed
by the auditors or others, the Government
could close &he institution. If we could
afford security for the repayment of
moneys borrowed, or the payment of ig.
tereat, by means of those istitutions, we
should succeed in establishng themr, and
imparting a great stimulus to the indus.
sries of the country. Many knew that a
great number had taken stock in those
companies, in Montreal, paid for by instai.
monts, in some caes as low as four dollars
a month. The prosperity of Montreal
was due in no trihag meuure to the ope-
rations of such corporations, which loaned
money for building, received depoSits at
interest, and in other ways aided busineu.
He said he desired to see the farmera as.'
sistec by the loans of such companies, as
they would thus be enabled to extract
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