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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, June 1, 1994

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

LAW OF THE SEA

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, straddling
the 200 nautical mile limit there is a fish stock which is of great
importance to the existence and well-being of many coastal
communities in Atlantic Canada.

Designed to avoid crisis in the fisheries, the law of the sea
affirms the responsibility of all nations to co—operate in con-
serving and managing fish in the high seas. It is in the interests
of Canadians that the Government of Canada ratify the law of
the sea convention.

Canada should join the other 60 nations in the sustainable
management of fish and bring destructive overfishing to an end.
I call on the Government of Canada to ratify the law of the sea in
1994.

[Translation]

DISABLED ATHLETES

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval-Centre): Mr.
Speaker, National Access Awareness Week is an excellent
opportunity to remind this House of the extraordinary perfor-
mance of our disabled athletes at the last Winter Olympics for
the disabled.

Unfortunately, their outstanding achievements did not receive
the attention they deserved. In fact, the nine medals won by
Canada were mentioned only in a 30-minute television presen-
tation by CTV. That is hardly enough to acknowledge the
courage and perseverance of these athletes, for whom life itself
is an achievement.

The Summer Olympics will be held two years from now, and I
am confident that the Minister of Canadian Heritage will
demonstrate that, in Canada, integration of the disabled is a fact

and not merely wishful thinking, and urge the CBC to provide
adequate television coverage of our disabled athletes at the next
Summer Games.

In doing so, we will express the admiration and respect which
their exceptional achievements deserve.
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[English]

BILLS C-33 AND C-34

Mr. John Duncan (North Island—Powell River): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday we had the introduction of Bills C-33 and
C-34 which would ratify land claims and self-government
agreements in Yukon. Last week we were told the government
wished to have these bills introduced later in June with the
understanding that MPs would have time to prepare properly.

These bills represent the culmination of 21 years of mostly
behind closed doors work without the involvement of federal
parliamentarians. Today, 24 hours after tabling, Parliament is
being asked to debate these bills at second reading.

This is an obvious abuse of power. The Liberal red ink book
speaks of the integrity of Parliament. Surely assimilating over
nine inches of text overnight with a rushed departmental brief-
ing this morning does not speak well for the integrity of
Parliament or the interests of all Canadians. This action is a
travesty of Parliament.
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VANCOUVER CANUCKS

Mrs. Anna Terrana (Vancouver East): Mr. Speaker, I take
this opportunity to congratulate the 1993-94 NHL western
conference champions, the Vancouver Canucks, for reaching the
Stanley Cup finals for the second time in their history.

Coach Pat Quinn has done a remarkable job, as have the rest of
the Vancouver organization and the players. In particular, goal
tender “Captain” Kirk MacLean, Pavel “The Russian Rocket”
Bure, and Captain Trevor Linden have shown great leadership
and poise throughout the playoffs.

In getting to the finals, the Canucks upset their long time
rivals, the Calgary Flames. They handily defeated the Dallas
Stars and then beat the Toronto Maple Leafs. Last night they -
won their first game with the New York Rangers, the best team
in the regular season.




