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Routine Proceedings

laws in the Criminal Code of Canada must be the criminals who
are either a danger to the safety of the public or those who have
criminal intent, not law-abiding responsible firearm owners.

I thank all of those who signed the petition. I concur with their
sentiments.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this
petition is signed by 1,042 people from my constituency who are
very concerned about the sexual orientation phrase being in-
cluded in the charter of rights and freedoms. I concur with their
concern.

FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Mr. Pat O’Brien (London—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in my capacity as a member of Parliament, I am presenting five
petitions dealing with objections to changing various pieces of
federal legislation involving the extension of criteria in those
pieces of legislation.

DRUNKENNESS DEFENCE

Mr. Pat O’Brien (London—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I present a sixth petition which calls on Parliament to make it
impossible to use extreme drunkenness as a defence in any
criminal case. I am very pleased to present this petition.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Ms. Susan Whelan (Essex—Windsor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in
accordance with Standing Order 36, I rise today to present
several petitions as requested by constituents of Essex—Wind-
sor from Amherstburg, Maidstone and La Salle, Ontario regard-
ing their views on sexual orientation in the Canadian Human
Rights Act and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Mr. Andy Scott (Fredericton—York—Sunbury, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36, I present a petition
signed by a number of constituents from Fredericton—York—
Sunbury. They call on Parliament to amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act to protect individuals from discrimination based on
sexual orientation.

ASSISTED SUICIDE

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have the honour to present a petition which is signed
by hundreds of residents from throughout British Columbia and
particularly from Vancouver Island.

The petition draws to the attention of the House the fact that
the current Criminal Code denies people who are suffering from
terminal or irreversible and debilitating illness the right to
choose freely and voluntarily to end their lives with the assis-
tance of a physician.

The petitioners call on Parliament to amend the code to ensure
the right of all Canadians to die with dignity by allowing people

with terminal or irreversible and debilitating illness the right to
the assistance of a physician in ending their lives at a time of
their choice, subject to strict safeguards to prevent abuse and to
ensure that the decision is free, informed, competent and
voluntary.

[Translation]
BREAST CANCER

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NPD): Mr. Speaker, I
have two petitions to present today. First, a petition from women
across Canada concerning breast cancer. More than 5,400 Cana-
dian women will die of breast cancer this year and about 19,000
new cases will be diagnosed.

Your petitioners humbly pray and call upon Parliament to urge
the government to co—operate with the provinces and territories
on establishing centres of excellence in each of the provinces
and territories, to establish a national information and telephone
support service, and to provide the requisite basic funding for
support groups that help breast cancer patients.

[English]
GUN CONTROL

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
petition is from constituents of mine from all communities in
Yukon.

These petitioners state that whereas there is no connection
between gun control legislation and a decrease in occurrence of
criminal activity. Whereas all handguns in Canada are required
by law to be registered, they feel that implementing more
restrictive firearms controls will affect only law—abiding citi-
zens and is unjustifiable. They feel that responsible govern-
ments should follow more effective prosecution and tougher
sentencing of criminals.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, it is an honour and a privilege for me to rise today to
present 343 petitions signed by 9,144 concerned Canadians
primarily from the province of Saskatchewan.

The petitioners protest the following provisions of Bill C-68:
the universal registration of long guns; the replacement of the
firearms acquisition certificate by a firearms possession certifi-
cate; restrictions and controls on the purchase of ammunition;
provisions to ban the purchase and use of .25 and .32 calibre
handguns and handguns with a barrel length of under 4.14
inches; and regulation by orders in council.

® (1525)

These petitioners call on Parliament to refrain from passing
Bill C-68 as it presently stands with the above mentioned
provisions.

I will not go through all of these petitions because of the great
number of them.



