
January 24,1994 237COMMONS DEBATES

The Address

employs more people than the auto industry and that more 
people in B.C. work in communications and telecommunica­
tions than in forestry, that more Ontarians are employed in 
business services than in the construction industry and more 
people in Quebec have jobs in the health and medicare fields 
than in construction, textile, clothing, furniture, auto, forest and 
mining industries combined.

These realities demand we give high priority to the accep­
tance of research and development as an engine of economic 
growth. What is required to do so? First of all, it would require 
utilizing the results of systematic studies of material sources, 
administrative structures and organizations.

New sources and applications of capital must be found and 
employed. It will be necessary to adopt new ideas about the 
relationships between public and private organizations, between 
various levels of government and between private organizations 
and government. Second, it will require a government that 
establishes an entrepreneurial attitude toward politics.

Last week our leader, the hon. member for Calgary Southwest, 
challenged this Parliament to be a House beyond precedent. It is 
in that spirit that we require entrepreneurial politicians who will 
undertake innovations that promise substantial political profit 
while running the risk of potential loss. With such an orientation 
the major requirement of government is to do what is right, just 
and fair. Then government is in a position to create an environ­
ment that encourages and provides for the exercising of initia­
tives by private citizens to apply their individual and collective 
skills, creative talent and knowledge in making Canada the 
successful nation that it can become.

In fact, one should be looking for ways to minimize those 
costs and improve the ability of business to do business. That is 
what I am looking for in these programs. I will try to push 
forward the things that will help my area.

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre): Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in my reply to the speech from the throne to first of all 
congratulate you for being elected as Speaker of this House. 
Second, I would like to congratulate the right hon. Jean Chrétien 
as Canada's 21st Prime Minister.

My special thanks go to the people of Okanagan Centre who 
elected me. I consider it a real honour to be able to represent 
them. I will do the best I can to honour the trust they have placed 
in me.

The primary question facing this Parliament is how do we get 
the Canadian economy going again? I will address that question 
from three perspectives: first, by recognizing the need for 
innovation; second, the acceptance of research and development 
as an engine of economic growth; and finally, to begin the 
answer to the question, how can we get that job done?

This Parliament can be Canada’s defining moment of the 20th 
century. As members of this Parliament, we have the opportuni­
ty to raise Canada’s social and economic aspirations to higher 
levels of individual social responsibility and accountability.

To do so the government must establish an environment in 
which the wild government spending of the past is tamed and 
brought under control. If the government fails to bring its 
spending under control, it will also fail to motivate individual 
Canadians to act responsibly and be willing to be held to 
account. • (1520)

As a society we are in danger of falling into a kind of cultural 
tyranny in which minds uninformed by traditions and standards 
are easy to shape by whoever is driven by a strong ideology. 
They may not be sympathetic to unity, honesty, integrity and 
fiscal responsibility. Those were the values that made Canada 
great.

To become more specific, in order for Canada to stimulate 
new momentum in the economy, some fundamental changes 
must be made in organizing our economic pursuits.

First of all, we need to understand that we have a new 
economy in which huge profits are no longer possible simply by 
making and moving things. The main producers of wealth and 
economic production have become information and knowledge, 
specifically biotechnology, artificial intelligence, the business 
of space and the creation of new materials, including ceramic 
composites and combinations of metals or plastics with fibres.

Second, we must note the accelerating development of knowl­
edge and its application in various sectors of the economy. We 
need to realize that Canada’s electronic industry is bigger than 
its pulp and paper industry, that the computer services industry

What must be done in order to achieve that job? First, we need 
a change in attitude. We need to establish and maintain an 
educational system that trains entrepreneurs. We need a govern­
ment that will establish and maintain an economic, social and 
political climate that assists Canadians to become able and 
successful entrepreneurs without removing all the risks.

Our families need to develop an attitude that will encourage 
our children to become resourceful and self-sufficient. We must 
nurture an attitude that supports community leaders who under­
stand, speak and demonstrate personal responsibilities and 
accountability. These are leaders who know and accept the need 
to balance reward with the cost of taking risks and who are 
willing to pursue a new approach because it promises greater 
success.

Second, we need to think big. We need to think in the longer 
term which means long enough to permit the innovations a 
reasonable chance for success but short enough to discourage 
lethargy and bureaucratic stonewalling. We need to think be­
yond our respective families, friends, associates, shareholders 
and subsidiary companies. We must think beyond our constitu­
encies, regions and perhaps even beyond the boundaries of


