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COMMONS DEBATES

March 21, 1978

Privilege—MTr. Rodriguez
POINT OF ORDER
MR. MCKENZIE—DELAY IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS

Mr. Dan McKenzie (Winnipeg South Centre): Mr. Speaker,
there has been undue delay in answering some of my questions
which go back to last October. One of them relates to the total
cost of the CBC in handling the Manitoba election last
October 11. I feel this question should have been answered by
now. Also, I have had another question on the order paper
since December 7 in reference to whether Liberal members are
using the DOT telex to send out political messages. I realize
the answer could be embarrassing to the government, but I feel
three and a half months should be long enough to enable the
government to reply to it.

Mr. C. Douglas (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Communications): I will certainly take that representation as
notice and pass it on to the Parliamentary Secretary to the
President of Privy Council (Mr. Pinard). I am sure he will
have answers ready for the hon. member as soon as possible.

* * *

PRIVILEGE

MR. RODRIGUEZ—ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE OF HON.
MEMBER

Mr. Speaker: It is my intention, as I indicated earlier, to put
to the House at this point the question on the motion of the
hon. member for Nickel Belt (Mr. Rodriguez) which was the
subject of a question of privilege raised again earlier today.
The motion is as follows:

That this matter of privilege concerning possible electronic surveillance
against myself, the sworn statement of Mr. Warren Hart and the statements of
the Solicitor General be referred to the Standing Committee on Privileges and
Elections, and that that body be requested to undertake to bring before it any
persons having or claiming knowledge of this affair, so that the whole truth may
be discovered and publicized in such a way as to restore the confidence of my
constituents in the confidentiality of our communications and thus end the
breach of privilege which exists.

Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will please
say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

Some hon. Members: Shame!
[Mr. Speaker.]

And more than five hon. members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.
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The House divided on the motion (Mr. Rodriguez) which

was negatived on the following division:
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