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tien of individuai liberties, which get virtual consensus in our
country.

Mr. Speaker, I am amazed at the good conscience of the
minister's advisers in this field. Lt is obvious that their vision of
the Argentine situation is quite different from what my col-
leagues and I have been able to see durîng the week we spent
there last October. This difference was aiready clear during
the long discussions we bad with our representatives in Buenos
Aires. According to wbat they said, you would have thought
that the coup of iast Marcb 24 was oniy one more incident in
the politicai bistory of Argentina, and that the conditions of
the political refugees coming from neighbouring countries had
been only slightly affected when the army took over in
Argentina.

One sbouid know, Mr. Speaker, that Argentina today is no
longer the open land that it traditionaliy was for political
dissidents from surrounding countries. Because the new regime
is hostile to them, they live in a climate of fear that the
commendable efforts of the UNHCR are not enough to ailevi-
ate. Indeed, tbey bad good reason to be fearful. One only bas
to recail the kidnapping last May rigbt in the middle of
Buenos Aires and the subsequent assassination of two
Uruguayan refugees, Senator Micbelini, a former minister of
industry and commerce of Uruguay, and bis feliow citizen,
Mr. Gutierrez Ruiz who was Chairman of the Congress in bis
country. Yet those were two politicians belonging to moderate
formations whom the Uruguay security forces, apparently
acting with the tacit consent of Argentine authorities, picked
up in a botel rented by the United Nations High Commission-
er right under tbe nose of the Argentine police. In that respect,
it must be said that the protection offered by the police varies
fromn day to day and tbat at certain times it is virtually
inexistent.

At the very time we were in Argentina, a raid was made by
the security forces in a place housing refugees registered with
the United Nations in Argentina's second biggest city,
Rosario. Some fifty persons were thus detained during 24
bours, witbout any apparent reason.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, it is not surprising that a
large number' of those refugees sbould strongly desire to leave
Argentina. In fact, about a quarter of the 10,000 refugees
registered witb the High Commissioner for Refugees are con-
sidered urgent cases, that is individuals wbose physical security
can not be assured. So I am surprised that it could be
suggested tbat few refugees want to find refuge in Canada
because it goes witbout saying that the majority of tbose
individuals would be quite happy to be in Canada. Lndeed, a
visit we made in a place accommodatîng refugees in that
category sbowed us tbe obvious interest they have for Canada.
We were literally assailed by many requests, for representa-
tions to the Canadian government by those living there.

Mr. Speaker, it must be recognized that Canada generally
contributed a mucb larger sbare than the rest of the whole
world to the solution of those difficuit problems. However, this
sbould not appease our conscience to the point where we
should close our eyes to the miserabie plight of people whose
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oniy fauit for most was wanting to create a fairer social order
in their country.

Lt is interesting to know, Mr. Speaker, that the UN Higb
Commîssioner for Refugees rejects about baif of the request
for political refugee status that are made to him. As to
Canada, it rejected 70 per cent of the 1,284 cases submitted by
the High Commissioner between January and September of
this year. Lt is a scandalous rate of rejection of which we
cannet be proud.

*(2210)

Furthermore, the Canadian embassy is known for being
unable to react quickly in emergency situations so that fewer
and fewer cases are referred to it. Last week, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees asked for a meeting
with the officiais of the embassy in Buenos Aires to make them
aware of the probiems created by the siowness of our admis-
sion procedure. So we cannot say that the reiationship with the
High Commissioner is reaily good.

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that those who report to the
minister on the situation in Argentina do not really understand
the politicai events happening in that country. They do flot
realize that it is improper to unduiy extend the stay in
Argentina of peopie who are nlot weicomned. there and who,
according to a senior officiai of the mînistry of interior that we
met, wiii be deported to their country of origin if a third
country is not prepared to receive tbem.

And how shall we estabiish if a refugee can stay or not in
Argentina? Tbe decision is based on the information given by
the government of the country from which they fled in terrer.
0f course, tbey wouid not be weicomned back very warmly.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is essentiai that the minister decide
to give more credibiiity to bis young officiais wbo perceived
the distorted reality through a prism formed by tbree par-
liamentarians fromn politicai parties wbo got 95 per cent of the
popular vote at the iast elections and who have a long experi-
ence of those probiems. If bie cannot make a decision I
encourage him to make arrangements so that an experienced
officiai of the Department of Externai Affairs may go there
and evaluate the political situation in tbe near future.

Lt must bc remembered tbat it is oniy after the politicai
situation was assessed by a high ranking officiai of recognized
competence that Canada couid start to decently discharge its
responsibilities in Chule after the coup of September 1973.

Mr. Arthur Portelance (Parliainentary Seeretary to Minis-
ter of Manpower anti Immigration): Mr. Speaker, as indicated
previousiy by tbe Minister of Manpower and Immigration
(Mr. Cuilen), immigration applications by Chilean and
Uruguayan refugees are normaliy processed witbin two to four
months. In cases wbere the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees or one of our officers identify an instance of
particuiar urgency, a refugee can be accepted within days.
Tbere is no interview waiting iist in Buenos Aires. Refugees
are interviewed as soon as their application is received. Rigbt
now the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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