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it bas very iitt]e, for the simple reason that
the g-oods we seil are made more than 75
ruer cent in aur own country. Will, the min-
ister say naw wbether there is any other
objec in Mr. Ross' visit, save ta review this
one clause and adjust it satisfactorily? Has
there heen sorne proposai given Mr. Ross ta
transmit ta Australia, altering the alleged
treaty in saine other way? Are thase ternis
that are advertised by the pienipotentiaries
of other countries as the ternis of the treaty
reaily the terms of it? If sa, is there same
particular hesides the one the blon, gentle-
man bas referred ta that the government is
nat satisfied with? If there are any people
in this worl'd, I wauld think, wba had the
right ta know what was in this treaty at this
stage, i' is surely the representatives of the
people of Canada. Are these ane-time, samne-
time aposties of the rigbts of parliament, of
the truc underlying- principies of democracy,
these decriers of autacracy, these people wbo
wouldi restore respansible gavernment,-are
these ta be those who bide and continue ta
bide the essentiai elernents of a really import-
ant treaty from tbe parliament af Canada
long after the parliaments af other caun-
tries have been advised? Is tbe minister
prepared ta accept tbat as tbe situation and
ailow parliament ta be dissolved and the
treaty ta be stili at sea w'hen we came home
after tbe faurtb session?

Mr. ROBB: I do nat tbink any gond pur-
pose can be served by discussing thýis matter.
I amn sure my rigb't baon. fiiiend is as anxiaus
ns I arn ta have a favouraible trade agreement
witb tbe sister dominion of Australia. I amn
satisfied af this, because men with whom be
bimself was closeiy associated, -made an at-
tempt on two different occasions ta make
such an agreement.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Just one.

,Mr. ROBE: Sir Mackenzie Boweli and Sir
George Faster?

Mr. MEIGREN: That was before my time.

Mr. ROBB: I am frank ta say tbis: That
there are those in Australia and there are
tbose-well I would not say in Canada, but
tbere are those on this contiinent--who ara
flot anxious tbis trade agreement sbould, be
consiimmated.

Mr. MEIGHEN: In Canada, did the min-
ister say?

Mr. ROBE: I do not think any gond
pua'pase can be servedi by a discussion af the
matter, and I do flot wisb ta be drawn into
sucb a discussion.

Mr. CALDWELL: I received a iettei, froni
a certain business man in New Brunswick
about a mànth aga. H1e said that in con-
versation with a member af tbe manufac-
turers' association, that gentleman said ta
bim that tbe reasan tbis treaty was nat rati-
fied was on accaunt of the oppositian of the
Progressives in tbis parliament. In reply ta
bim I said there bad been o opposition by
anybody, because no treaty had 'been sub-
mitted ta the House, and it was pretty bard
ta say wbether we would support it or nat
until we.beard wbat it was. I wonder just
bow tbe member of tbe manufacturera' as-
sociation got that impression. Tbe minister
said be wouid besitate about saying tbat
tbere were people in 'Canada wbo might be
opposed ta tbe treaty; and sa f ar as I arn
personaily concerned I wish ta disclaim any
opposition ta tbe treaty until I know wbat
is in it, andi I do nat, wish ta be under the
imputation that I am against it, as bas been
suggested hy tbe 'member af tbe manufac-
turers' associatian.

Mr. ROBE: I arn sorry if I have created
tbe inference tbat it was representative af
tbe people in tbe Hanse af Commans that
migbt be apposed ta it; tbat was not wbat
I bad in mind at ail. But tbere are certain
strong interests, bath in Australia and in the
continent of America, that are doing the best
tbey can to create divisions, and I do flot
think any good purpose can be served by
a iurther discussion at tbis moment.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Wbat portion of the
continent af Arnerica does tbe miniister refer
t'O?

Mr. ROBB: I wouid rather nat go any
furtber.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: In Canada?

Mr. ROBE: I am not gaing ta discuss it.

Mr. POWER: Wrangel island?

The CHAIRMAN: Six o'ciack-

Mr. MEIGHIEN: This is important enough
ta miss a dinner aver it.

The CHAIRMAN: Shall the item carry?

Mr. MEIGREN: No, stands.

Item stands.

At six a'ciack the committee tank recess.


