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ter of South Africa, General the
Riglit Hon. J. C. Smuts, having read
the statement I have just quoted' frein
the Prime Minister of Great Britain in
whicli the latter says that it had been
agreed at the Conferûnce that His Ma-
jesty's Governinent would represent the
whole Empire at Washington, made the
declaration- that, so far as South Mfrica
was concerned she did flot propose to return
to the colonial status, but was going to
niaintain the status which she had won at
the Peace Conference at Paris at the con-
clusion of the great war, and that South
Africa would not be represented by a dele-
gation to be named by the British Govern-
ment to take its instructions front the
British Government but that she would be
represented by one of hier own dele-
gates acting under instructions from the
gorvernmfent of South Africa, representing
South Af rica as one oif the counitries belong-
img to the British Empire, or not be repre-
sented at ell. If Caniaâa was forturiate
enough to be represented at the Conference
at WaÉ'hington by hier ow.n representative we
have to lihank tihe Prime Minister of South
Africa and flot the late Prime Minister of
our own country for the faCt that we had
that representation. I might add by
way of confirmation of what I have just
said, that Iii a otablegramn of October 8t>h
Lord Curzon, Bri-ti--h Minister of Foreign
Affairs, osaid Vo tihe British Ambassador at
Waehin.gton:

We leave to the sole discretion of the United
States' Government what powers are ta be In-
vited.

He went on to say later:
Hia Majesty's Government would flow preter

ta Include the Dominion point of view.
So that as regards representation at

Washington there seenis to have been three
stages. First the unde'rstanding arrived at
du-ring the coriference of Prime Ministers
in wh'ich it was appareritly agreed that re
presentation at Washington wouid lie by the
Britih deilegation nippoin'ted by tihe British
Government, receiving its instructions froni
the British Government and reporting Vo
the British Governnwent, Canada 'to corne in
or not ta corme in according to the decision of
the British Governmrrent. Thon there was
the second stlage.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I rise to a point of order.
I h-ave made a statement; on the subject to
'which the hon. member continuously refera,
a subject within rny own knowledge which
hie persists in contradicting. He lia% no

rimht*to do so. I stated Iwa ne perty to
any sucli arrangement at tlie Irnpeiiiel Con-
ference lihat Canada should be represented
merely by a delegation appointed by the
British Governnient, taking its directions
f rou the Britishi Governiment, cor was such
an arrangement arrived at w'hille I wes a
niember of the Confe-rence. Our negotia-
tioe took place in tbis regard by corres-
poindence, and front the firgt I insisted ithet
we à1hould name 0cr delegate and that that
delegate s'hould take his instructions front
uis.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I have no
desire in any way to contradict my right
hon. friend, but I confess that when the
Prime Minister of Great Britain makes a
statement which lie gives ta the entire
world, which was accepted in South
Africa and which was accepted ini
Austrafia as being a correct statement, I
find it sSmewhat diffleuit not to ecept that
statement as correct.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I would remnid-

Some hon. MEMBERS: Order, order.

Mr. MEIGREN: I would rmmd the hbon.
gentleman I3hat I was not there to the end
-of tihe Conferenc-e.

Mr. MACDONALD (Picton): That ls a
way eut.

Mr. MACKEtNZIE KING: I think if my
hon. friend is pleading that lie was not
present, lie should noV be so emphatic as
ta what took place.

Mr. MEIGHEN I ami empliatic as Vo
výhat 1 was stating.

Sonie hon. MEMBERS: Order, order.

Mr. MEIýGHEN: I arn responsible to
what I was a party Vo and onily that.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Order, order.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I do not know
what my riglit hon. friend is respon-
sible for, but I do know that we
prorogued this House in tume to al,

1ow hini ta he present et the proceedings of
the Co.nference, and 1 amn sorry that lie has
to meke the statenfient that he was net
present at one of the must important meet-
ings of tihe Conference.

May I paes Vo another matter wliich my
riýght hon-. friend feit somewhat sensitive
lupo'n, and, t>hat is the statement in tihe
Speech f.rorn the Throne in reference Vo tlie
revision of the Custoins Tariff? My rlght
hon. friend, in the course of hie remarke,


