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Mr. OLIVER: 1 might add a word of
expaanation. In the case of the Songhees
reserve, we maintained that the Indiana
liad titie in fée simple and for the piirpose
of the transaction the British Columbia
Government practically admitted that in
the exchange they made for the reserve
they gave us titie -in fee siimayle.

Mr. BORDEN: A'ssnming that the hbon.
gentleman is oorrect,-J have no knowledge
that his" statement is incorrect, and I
accept it moet fuilly,-vwho has informed
him that the British Columbia Government
are flot willing to adopt the samnqi7btd
in respect to this reserve? Thetw cae
Ftre precisely in the saine class, and the
attitude o! the Governrnent of British
,Columnbia has flot altered in thaît respect
since 1911, se f ar as I understand.

'My hon. friend. has several times,
in the course of his remarks, alluded
te this matter as if. iA were a real
estate speculation in the case of the St.
Peter's Indian reserve whidh hie was very
ready to defend in this Paiiliaînent, and as
to which hie was not wiiliing- to grant an
investigation, but it la not a case of real
estate speculation in the ipresent instance.
In this case, the object of the Blritish
Columbia Government--as I understand
frein the clippings which the hon, gentle-
man has rea tote House-is to place the
ownershilp and controd of that peet
ithe Orewn in the right of the province

of Britishi Columbia, for public purposes
and se that it may be d'isposed of in the
ordinary way as a part of the public
demain of that province. There is a
inarked difference between the transaction
which the bon, gentleman was ca.lled upon
tu defend a few years ago and the transac-
tion which. he is good enougli to condemn
to-day with a zeal wbich. le did not ýmani-
fest in ithe previcus instance.

Leà us consider the position of this mat-
-The Indian reserves in British Colum-

bia are, as I understand,-although I have
mot had an opportanity -since the hon.
gentleman sent bis n,)tice toi give particular
study to the question-the Indian reserves
in the province of British Columbia -are
vested in the Crown in right of the Gorern-
ment of Oanada in trust for the Indians
of British Columbia, anxd that right ia sub-
ject te the dlaim of the province of Biîtish
Columbia, wh&tever it may be worth, that
the reversioniary right is in the provincial
and net in the federal Governinent. By
section 13 of the proclamation which
brought British Columobia into Confedera-
tien. it is provided: ý

The charge of the Indiana and the trustee
and management of the lands reserved for
their luise sud benefit shall be assumed My the
Dominion Government and a _policy as liberal
as that hitherto pursued by thle Britishi
Columbia Government shall be continued by
the Dominion Government after the union.

The question cf Indian reserves in Brit-
ish Columbia bas been te the fore on many
occasions in this Parlisanent. It lias hap-
pened in Britishi Columbia as in other prov-
inces, that the lands reserved for the In-
dians a. great many years ago have by the
rapid development of modern years become
situated within the bounda of very prosper-
ous and rapidly developi.ng communities,
such as the city cf Vancouver, the city of
Victoria, and other cities in the western
provinces. The difficulty that arose in
these cases was ne inconsiderable one, be-
cause under section 49 of the Indian Act as
that Act existed before 1911, no surrender
could be obtained except under provisions
which required the consent of the Indiana
te be given under the precautions and safe-
guards established by that Act. In 1911
the amendment was mnade to which the
bon, gentleman lias referred, and by that
amendinent it was provided that wliere the
consent of the Indiana te the surrender
could not be obtained the question niight
be referred te the judge of the Excbequer
Court; the amount payable in respect of the
lands was te be ascertained by hum, and
other particulars as te, location of the In-
dians were te, be reperted on by the judge.
But in that saine year the hion, gentleman
and the Govexmient of which lie was a
member found'it necessary te, nake a
special provision in the case of the Song-
liees Indian reserve. I would caîl his at-
tention to the fact that lie is net quite
accurate, according te my information, as
te the relative value of the land which, was
establislied as a reserve for the Indiana re-
moved froin tlie Senglices reservation as
compared with the amount of money tliat
wes actually paid te the Indians, by being
deposited te their credit in a certain banýk.
I am infor-med that the amount paid te
the Indians was $450,000 or $475,0O0 and
that the value of tlie land esteblislied as a
reserve was $2W000O or $2250, but 1 would
bow te the superior knewledge of my lion.
friend.

Mr. OLIVER: I probably vas wrong in
making the comparisen; my riglit 'hon.
friend ia right in bis proportions but pos-
sibly net bis emoulits-.

Mr. BORDEN: Well, of course that is
by the way; it does net much affect the
prinoiple we are discussing. I come to
the situation as it la to-day. The hion.
gentleman lias brouglit te tlie attention of
the Governanent the newspaper reports of
whet lias been proceeding in the province
of Britishi Columbia. I went to point eut
te hlm that tlie riglits of the Indiana in
the province of Britishi Columbia or ele-
where are capable of bei&ig deaît with only
under the provisions of the Indian Act
and the amendig Act of 1911 or by a


