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Mr. FITZPATRICK moved the second
reading of Bill (No. 160) with respect to the
Northwest Territories.

Mr. SPROULE. This is a Bill dealing
with the powers of the Territories, and I
think it would be well to have the explana-
tion before we go into conmittee on it.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. This Bill is intendied
to provide for the government of that part
of the Northw'est Territories which is not
included in the two provinces, that is to say,
all that part of Rupert's Land and the North-
western Territory which is not included in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, the dis-
trlet of Keewatin and the Yukon Territory,
and it provides for it by continuing all the
provisions of the Northwest Territories Act
which are already in existence and which
are already applicable to these Territories.

Mr. SPRIOULE. I understood that you
repealed that clause of the Northwest Terri-
tories Act.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The Northw-est Ter-
riories Act is still in force with respect to
the two new provinces. subject to be dealt
with by thern as they deem best, except so
far as there are constitutional restrictions
placed upon the powers of the new provinces.

Mr. SPROULE. What law would apply.
to the Territories now ?

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The law that has
been in existence since 1875 without any
change.

Mr. LENNOX. Whatever state of law
applied to the Territories in 1875, now made
into provinces, the sane state of law would
apply to the Territories we are now dealing
with.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Will be continuel
on.

Mr. LENNOX. The saie law as govern-
ed the two new provinces down to 1875 will
now govern the Territories. Therefore by
passing this Act we will be giving our sanc-
tion to the continuance to that state of law.
We are affirming the state of law said to ex-
ist in these Territories at present.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I would not like to
put it that way.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. T think my hon.
friend the Minister of Justice inadvertently
misstated a little the condition of affairs.
The Bill. as originally drafted, contemplated
the repeal of the Northwest Territories Act.
That was abandoned afterwards. The po-
sition now is that that Act is left exactly as
it is but these provinces are withdrawn
rom its operation to a certain extent. Any

provision of the Act particularly applicable
to a new province remains in force until re-
pealed by a provincial legislature, so far as
it bas jurisdiction, or by the Dominion parlia-
ment, in so far as its jurisdiction extends.
The Northw-est Territories Act, as a statute.
remains, and what is intended by the Bill is
to make cêrtain supplementary provisions
wbicb the government believe to be neces-
sary. in view of the fact that a very large
portion of the Territories is about to be es-
tablished into provinces. The Northwest
Territories Act is really not repealed.

Mr. SPROULE. In what position will the
schools be in the future ? Will there be
any authority to amend this law in any dir-
ection after we dispose of it here ? This
Territory is outside the two new provinces.
There is no council outside the two new
provinces. What authority would there be
which could amend the Northwest Terri-
tories Act in any direction ?

Mr. FITZPATRIC.K The parliament of
Canada has the absolute control of the
Northwest Territories Act.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The Northwest Ter-
ritories Act will stand subject to be amend-
ed or repealed by this parliament at any
time. It will be open to us at any time to
deal with it in any way we see fit.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the secord
time, and House went into cornmittee there-
on.

On section 3, delimitation of the Terri-
tories.

The Northwest Territories shall hereaf-er
comprise the territories formerly known as
Rupert's Land and the Northwestern Territory.
except such portions thereof as forrn the pro-
vine-s of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta,
'he district of Keewatin and the Yukon Terri-
tory, together with al! British territories anc
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