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there are high duties, there will also be
consumers to pretest against them, apd I
think that the manufacturers wili show
the best understanding of their own posi-
tion, and best consuit the permanent inter-
ests of manufacturing enterprises, if they
will realize that very important fact. 1t is
well, if they are to-day in a position which
affords then some comfort and advantage,
that they should apply their time apnd use
their opportunity to get their business upob
such a basis that it will be as little as pos-
sible dependent upon tariff aid. The ten-
dency of a high tariff policy is to lead men
to look too much to tariff and too little to
the efforts they should make for the benefit
of their business. What a world of good
might have been accomplished for the true
interests of manufacturing in the Dominion
of Canada, if all the time, and all the energy,
and all the labour, and ali the money that
have been expended in the last twenty years
in tariff watching and tariff wire-puiling
at Ottawa. had been expended in the fac-
tories, in the development of business, in
new invention and discovery, in producing
labour-saving machinery, in learning what
might be done with waste products, in deal-
ing with all those forms of industrial pro-
gress which have to be dealt with by the
manuafacturer when he has keen competition.
We would, therefore, say to the inanufac-
turer that if he desires permanency in the
taritf, he must never expect permanency un-
til the tariff gets down to a moderate point ;
and to-day there are duties in the tariff so
high that I am sure the Government are not
prepared to treat them as part of a perman-
ent tariff. I say this, Sir, it no spirit but that
of friendliness to the manufacturing inter-
ests. While the manufacturers are in a fairly
good position to-day, it would be a mistake
for them to fail to realize the fact that Can-
fda has turned her face away from a high
tariff policy. and though we may proceed
slowly, whatever progress we 'make from
this time forward must be and should be in
the direction of greater freedom of trade.
Hon. gentlemen have already observed that
in the Imperial Parliament the Coloniial Sec-
retary, the Right Hon. Mr. Chamberiain.
made some reference to negotiations that
were taking place between the Domninion of
Canada, United States and the West Indies
with regard to reciprocal trade. These nego-
tiations, so far as Canada is concerned, have
not gone very far, and we have not much
te communicate to the House corcerning
them. But we are of opinion that, without
waifing for the completion of these megoti-
ations, without waiting for the development
of all that is likely to arise in connection
with that subject, there are oppertunities
opening to us to-day of which we should
take advantage to enlarge the trade between
Canada and the West Indies. We think
that something of this kind should be at-
tempted in the interest of Caradian trade.
because there are large opportuniiies of

Mr. FIBLDING.

development in that quarter. There are a
million and three-quarters of people in the
British West Indies, if we include Ber-
muda, who are our natural customers, with
whom we should have more extended trade
relations. When we remember that of the
330,000,000 pounds of sugar consumed in
the Dominion of Canada, only 25,500,000
pounds come from the British West Indies,
our natural customers, and that the re-
mainder comes from other countries, largely
from continental nations which supply us
with beet sugar and take little or nothing
from us,Ithink the House will agree with
me that we ought to desire an extension of
our trade with the West Indies and to con-
sume to a larger extent ithe products of that
country. If we were to put aside all other
considerations, the advantages of trade with
that country appeal so strongly to us that I
am sure the House would desire us te make
some special effort to extend our business
in that quarter.

But there is another consideration which
we may well take into our minds. The West
India question to-day is ome of the great
problems of the Empire. In the olden days
when sugar was king, when cane sugar
was in great demand and at high price, the
West India colonies were among the most
prosperous colonies of the Empire. But
times have changed in that respect, to some
extent, and the West Indies are suffering
to-day from a very severe depression. What
the causes of that depression are, may possi-
bly be a subject of ccentention, to some ex-
tent. It is alleged that the depression is the
result of a failure on the part of the West
India planters to live up to the times, and
to immprove their methods of growing and
their methods of treating sugar. I give that
a8 one reason which is sometimes alleged
against them, not that I endorse the opinion.
There is no doubt whatever that another
condition has operated very largely against
them, and that is the development of the
beet sugar industry, particularly in the case
of the continental nations where bounties
are given. The West Indies claim that as
respects the confiict between cane sugar gnd
beet sugar, the West Indies could hold their
own but for the difficulty which {8 created
by the bounty system of Europe, notably of
the various continental nations. Just how
far that is correct is perhaps a :natter upon
which none of us can give a conciusive opin-
fon. What we do know, however, is that
these million and a half to a millior and
three-quarters of people in those isiands. are
suffering & very severe depression. Thelr
finances are in a bad position, the business
of the islands is in a bad position, the con-
dition of the West Indies {3 at this moment
& very serlous subfect to the people of the
colonies, and a very grave problem for the
Imperial Government and the Imperial Par-
liament. 8¢ keenly has this mstter been
feit of late, that a few months ago a royal
commission was appeinted by Her Majesty



