
CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

Section A - Dispute Settlement

Article 21.1: Cooperation

The Parties shall endeavour at all times to agree on the interpretation and application of 
this Agreement, and shall make every attempt through cooperation and consultations to arrive at a 
mutually satisfactory resolution of a matter that may affect its operation.

Article 21.2: Scope and Coverage

Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the dispute settlement provisions of this 
Section apply with respect to the avoidance or settlement of all disputes between the Parties 
regarding the interpretation or application of this Agreement or wherever a Party considers that:

(a) a measure of the other Party is inconsistent with its obligations under this 
Agreement;

(b) the other Party otherwise fails to carry out its obligations under this Agreement; 
or

(c) there is nullification or impairment in the sense of Annex 21-A.

Article 21.3: Choice of Forum

1. Subject to paragraph 2, disputes regarding a matter arising under both this Agreement and 
another trade agreement to which both Parties are party, including the WTO Agreement, may be 
settled in either forum at the discretion of the complaining Party.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, if a Party complained against claims that its measures are 
subject to Article 1.3 (Relation to Multilateral Environmental Agreements) and requests in writing 
that the matter be considered under this Agreement, the complaining Party may, in respect of that 
matter, thereafter have recourse to dispute settlement procedures solely under this Agreement.

3. If the complaining Party requests the establishment of a dispute settlement panel under an 
agreement referred to in paragraph 1, the forum selected shall be used to the exclusion of the 
other, unless the Party complained against makes a request pursuant to paragraph 2.
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