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rv: EVALUATION OF FEDERA):. 14iANAGEME* OF THE TRADE TALKS

The sxarting point for any evaluatian of-fedëral énariagernent of the trade talks is 6viE^rall

perceptions of ^nrnparative advantages, if any, in negotiating skills brought `co the

bargaining table. Two qluestiorss were put to respondent5 to elidt views on this

dirnen5ion. Are Arrtericans perceived to be better bargainers:? How well does the federal

governmenc advocate the Canadian positio.ri7

The rnaj'Ori.ty of Canadians (:5796) continue.'to be confident that Canadiahs can bargain

effectïvèly with' Americans and gelz the best deal possible. Howi^vi^r, ^hë data. suggest a

slight GO erosion -in this confidence in'ther period since Aoril. Thas^- responder.ts

years of age or older or those who have graduated from university appear more nervous

about the^ negotiatians. Pasitions on bilateral relations and cultural nationalism have a

direct effect on expecta#ions about comparative disadvantâge in bargaining with the

United States as bne might expect. Whe`rr it carnes to provincial variations, conf idenc4` is

rnore marked arnang supporters of 'free trade. In British Columbia, however, whilè

overall support r.ema-ins high, there is more insecurtty about the negotiations {-8}

ci:^mpared to vther supporters such as Alberta; as well as adec]me in confidence since

April.

The second dirnensibrr probed for flssessments of wh^ther the [ederal gnvernment

generalltif "pushes i"ts ou+n point'of view too stroi^gly, noT strorrgly èriough,: ^r has rhe riglit

balance:" The rnaiority {5S%} are of the view that it.daes not push strongly enough. Nor

has there been much material change in this lack of confidence in the feder.al

gtxvern rnent"s adwCac v since A pril, There are na significant .demagr aphic variations t6

this view. Not surpr.isingly, perceptions of the capacity for bargaining are ,dïréct`1}

r& EaI ^^n tQ overalf PP,5 i t i ons on free trade. Proponents •tie:nd niore aften to" staze that the

;ouerhrrtenr is achieving the rËght balance •than flpp0nents, but even a majority-uf this

granp°^xpressed dissati5faction in this regard.
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