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IV, EVALUATION OF FEDERAL MNHGEMEN‘T OF THE TRADE TALKS

The starting peint for any evaluation of federal management of the trade talks is gvarall
perceptions of gemparative advantages, If any, in negotiating skills brought to the
bargaining table. Two questions were put to respondents to elicit views on this
diménsion. Are Americans perceived 1o be berter bargainers? How well does the federal

government advocate the Canadian position?

The majority, of Canadians (37%) Continue 'to be confident that Canadiarns can bargain
effectivély with' Americans and ger the Best deal possible. However, the data suggest-a
slight {-4) erosion in this confidence in'the petiod since Agril, Thosé respondents &5
years of age or older or those who have graduated from university appear more nervous
about the negotiations. Pesitions on bilateral relations and cultural nationalism have 4
direct effect on expectations about comparative disadvantdge in bargaining with the
United States as ohe might expect. Wheh it comes to provincial variations, confidence is
more marked among supporters of free trade. In British Columbia, however, while
overall support remains high, there is more insecurity about the negotiations {-8)
compared to other supporters such és Alberta; as well as a decline in confidence since:
April.

The second dimensidh probed for assessments of whether the federal povernrment
generally "pushes its own polnt of view tog strongly, noT strongly erough, or has the right
balance:” The majority {58%} are of the view that it does not push strongly encugh. Nor
has there been much material change in this lack of confidence in the federal
Edvernment’s advocacy since April. There are no significant demographic variations 1o
this viesw, Not surprisingly, perceptions of the capacity for bargaining are directly
relared g overall positions on free trade. Proponents-tend more often to state that the
government 15 achleving the right Ealanca than opponents, but even a majority -of this

-group expressed dissatisfaction in this Fegard.
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