
encouraged, but the fur trade certainiy
was. Scores of canoos piiod the rivors
throughout the territory.

in their quest for tur-bearing ani-
mais, however, the fur traders opened
up much of Rupert's Land and paved
the way for the seniors who eventually
foiiowod. Indeed, the arigins of many
of Manitoba's communities can bo
traced bock ta the torts estabiished by
the two fur-trading organizations, -the
Hudson's Bay Company and the North
West Company based in Mantreal.

Compotition for fturs was tierce.
Rivàlry betwoon the twa firms bocame
s0 bitter that they decided ta merge
rathor thon risk turther bioodshed.
Consequently, o "new" Hudson's Boy
Company was orgonized in 1821.

As mare and mare mon were re-
cruited ta trode for turs with the In-
dians ond ta transport skins ta market,
the operotion bogan ta roquiro vast
quantitios of taod-stuffs. Until the
early nineteenth century, provisions
had ta be shippod by woter t ram east-
ern Canada or tram Engiand. But in
1812, settlement was allowod in the
southern parts of Manitoba. Lard
Selkirk, who obtained o tract of iand
tram the Hudson's Boy Company,
brought many of his Scattish croftrs
ta the Red River district where thoy
grew gardon crops and groin ta food
the fur traders. The harsh winters and

floods wero the worst of many natural
hardships that the settiers had ta'
endure. If t rosts and flood waters did
flot ruin the crops, grasshoppers couid
be counted on ta attack them.

Tho Indians and ospecially the
Métis people (of mixed Indien and
European biood) of the Red River
Valley bocome aiarmod when settiors
started ta trickie into the area. Indeed,
until the amalgamation of the
Hudson's Bay Company and the North
West Company the coiany periodicaily
tound itself caught up in the fur trode
war. The most notarious example oc-
currod in 1816 when Governor Robert
Semple and 19 colonists died in a clash
with the Métis, afterwards calied the
Seven Oaks massacre.

Until the 1840s the Red River Col-
ony grew at its own poco. Owing ta
the scatcity of now colonists, it was a
slow pace. With the aponing up of the
American West, tho colony woes pro-
sented with new prablems and new
opportunities.

As the years passod, senioers came
tram the south and onst rathor than
tram the north. With the influx of
poople tram Ontario into the Red River
Colony in the 1860s, a strugglo be-
tween aid and new omerged. The
Métis feared the buffala would bo ex-
terminated, whilo the aid settiors were
concerned that thoy would bo swopt


