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discriminate slaughter and disregard of close seasons, and
Our representatives are ready to meet them fully hiaif way,
it may be hoped that a reasonable and fair working arrange-
ment will shortly be reached. We are glad also to perceive
that the idea of an international park in the Thousand
Islands, though only informally broached at this Conference,
xvas received with favour. Not the least of the advantages
to be derived from such a park would be its effect in promot-
ing dloser acquaintance and mutual good will between
those who are geographically, and should be in the highier
sense, neighbours.

The announcement of Lord Wolseley's
The New Commander- apnointment as Commander-in-cifo h

In-Ohief. hifote

IBritish forces cannot fail to please ail Brit-
ish subjects, everywhere, save possibly a very few wlîo may
carry their notions of loyalty, or rather tleir reverence for
royalty, to the absurd extreme of supposing either that the
nenmbers of the Royal Family inherit in virtue of some inifah-
lible law of heredity, superior qualifications for military
leadership, or tlîat the mnost important position in the
national arniy shonld be regarded as a prerogative or perquî-
site of royalty, ratier than as a trust of tremendous import-
ance to bc conmnitted to the niost worthy, for the safety of
the nation. The precedent being niow establislied of placing
in this position the soldier believed to bc the ablcst general
in the kingdom, it is most unlikely that a returti to the old
system will ever be made. It must be extremnely galling for
olticers of proved ability ami ripe experience in actual war,
to fiîîd tliemselves unider the absolute commandl of onle xvhom
they and everybody else know to be imnieasurably iferior
to themi in every quality of general ship. It miglît also prove
x ery disastrous to the nation in time of trial, especially
slîould th(e commander of royal birth happen to possess a
specially good opinion of his own abilities, combined with a
gcreat hiere(litary obstinacy. The practical good sense of the
nation, as well as of the Ministry whichi paved the way for,
the innovation an(l that which lias now coinpleted it, is con-
spicuous in the new arrangement. Nor is it unworthy of
being taken into the account that the possibility of attaining
to such a distinction is henceforth before every general and
soldier in the arrny as a iîmw incentive to exertion.

The Blanc of )r. Lyman Abbott, the able Editor-in-Chief
Paries of The, Outlook, ofNew York, who i,

spending bis vacation iii England, points
out iii bis paper a faci in connection witlî the cruslîing
defeat of the British Liberals in the late election whici lias
not hitherto received mucbi attention. Notwitbstanding the
overwlielînîng majority gainied by, the party, or ratier parties,
now in power, the election was really won by a comparative-
ly small majority of the voters of Great Britain. Leaving
llreland out of the account, the official figures are given as
follows

Conservatives and Unionists ........... 2,263,121
Liberals ............................. 2,006,300

Conservative and Unionist majority. . 2.56,821

The most significant fact," says Dr. Abbott, ',in tlîis election
-far more significant than the Parliamentary mrajority of
1.52-is the fact that in England, Scotland, and Wales, out
of an aggregate vote of 4,269,421, there are 2,006,300 wlîo
voted solidly for a democratic advance, riot at one point,
but at every point: for disestablisliincnt, for local popular
control of the li!uor traffie, for lessening the power of the
Peers, and for thie introduction of local self-government in a
quasi federal systemi; and tlîat they have done this in spite
of strong, ecclesiastical and traditional prejudices in Scotland
as wvell as in England, of a tremendous money interest repre-
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sented in the breweries, of a bereditarv reverence for lîere,
ditary families, and of a conception of imperial solidity bi"hcb
is shocked, not to say horrifled, at tbe suggestion of s e
local governetents for the separate conuiîsOf whieli h
Empire is coiinpos-ed."

In keeping with tlîis view is the statement inl recent
press despatches tlîat the Liberals are beginning to reco'7er
courage in vîew of the smallness of the majorities by whicb
they were defeated in many constituencies. It is by no
means improbable that the usual tendency towards reactieli

may begin soon to manifest itself in bye-elections. The force

of Dr. Abbott's argument is, lîowever, nncli lessene(l, if Buot
wbolly neutralized, by inspection of the other side of the

sbield. If tbe total Libet-al vote wvas reduced by the a1gfe-
gate ballots of ail wlîo voted against any one of the radical

proposals in the Newcastle platforîn. that vote was, On the

other liand, swelled by the aggregate nuunber of .111 the b9lF
lots cast specially foir any one of tbose proposals. As n'af.lY

wbo were in favour of two or tlîree of tbe planks inclideti

in the platforin voted no doubt against the Party because Of

tlîeir strong objections to the reinaining one or two, s0 illanly

wlio xnay have disapproved of two or tlîree of thiose propo)sal

no (loubt voted tbe Liberal ticket because of their strongcr

approval of the î-emaining o-ne or two. Is not the leflgtlî

e(îual t() tbe breadth

It .so bappens that tlîe Great Power, fui
Chinyand tbemnselves just now called on to l

for the protection of life and tbe plih
ment of mîassacr-e and outr-age, in) two Asiatic CO I1 tri >-

Tuu-key and China. Mr-. Gladstone, in bis îiipa,siîofl seh
on the Arineniauî question, touc-led vei-y l)rietiy up '
radical difference, in other-respects bes,,idcs magnlitude, betWCCfl

tlîe two cases,. Tt is usually th(e case wvlien sncb atrOCities

occur ini violation of treaty obligations and] interuiatiolial

laws tliat Ulie cimes are found to have been perpetrateil by

soinle particular class (jr classes of nalefctors. Thiese are

frequently foî-eign to the country in wlîicl the crinies Ire ''

mitted. If the words of a high CieepnptentiarY ""'Y

be accepted, the latter is the case ii r-egard to the niassce
in Soutberni China, thougli it must be confessed tliat bis

explanation is uiot very colierent, seeing that, after declaril1g

that on this as on previous occasions, tbe outr-ages ,vr
înainly the work of bands of Russians, who are takinig

advantag'e of the disturbed state of the country to 111lg
tîîei- îawîes.s propensities, lie goes on to explain theai furtiier

by refeu-ence to tlîe sore feeling of the people in c0 ~~u1c
of tbeir i-ecent defeat, and on tlîe fuî-tber ground o

muent at tlîe undisguised conteînpt witl wlîîcb, it i-3 Illegeîi

tbey are tî-eated cby the inissiona-ies- Tiiese Stateluiilt

eînpliasize the need of a searclîing inquliry into the facts

Even sliould tliey be found to be altogetuier trut . or
cannot fiee the Chinese Germient fthfUî rsoiltY

the nations; concerned from the duty of taking Strofrlg ajea,

-sures te pi-avent their repetition and toconipel -tind

rsetlier traty obligations. Yet tlîay certainlY are enlt'itii

te some weiglit in determnining the course to be prsued- 11

the case of the Armenian massacre, as Mr, 'lastoneO
gra no paleatien ribl

grphically shîowad, nosucb alito of the li0er directY
is admissible. The Sultan and lus Governmnent are or
responsible, and should be held to strict accOUnt ai,
Salisbury lias spoken very eniphatic words Of warn" for
aven of menace, anid the whole British nation 1-5 hould A

much~ sterner and more inflexible course be use"t

China tlian witî Tuîkey. If so, it will not lie the first tlils

that diplomacy lias proved more potent in national

than righteousness.


