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flalists whose political reputation is flot good in the eyes of
the authorities, and who are flot allowed to practice their
Profession1 , thi, circum'stance of itself shows pretty clearly
that those who have auvthirîg to lose erre af raid to agitate foi-
a freedonî which they mnust in their hearts approve and
lfltentsely desire.

The crushing, defeat of the Atîti-lievolu-
Rebuif in the Z

Reichstag. tionary Bill submitted by the Gerinan
Ministry to the Reichistag, no dou bt witlî

Mie approval, if flot at the instance, of the Enîperor himself,
15 a rebuflwlichi the autocratic spirit of the Ernperor xviii find
it bard te, brook. The great inîajority of the niiemibers of tire
Rleichstag seemn to he w isely disposed to remneinber the honiely
adage "Wide will wear, but tîgla xviii tear." The
leader of the Socialists did îîot hiesitate to accuse the Minis-
ters of seeking an opportunity for the mnilitary to try their
flew rifles upon the people. Certainly nothing could be
better adiipted to precipitate, flot to say provokeè, civil con-
fliets, than -too severe repression of freedoni of speech and
a.Ssembly. XVhile disclaiming, io doubt bonestly, any such
initentioni, the Germnant authorities inigh t do xvell to take at
lcaf from the policy of the British G-overniment. Tiiere is
PI'obably no nation in the xvorld whicb is so tolerant of free
speech as the British, and pcrbaps none whicbi 15 80 safe
front anY niovenienit of an anarchistic or revolutionary char-
acter.. It is equally true, at the saine time, that there is
n'ne il, whicli any overt miovement of a dangerous character,
tendin" to dornestic diiýorder or to the overthrow of good
governiient and establishcd institutions, would be put doxvn
With a promptet. or sterner hand. But British statesmen
have long since learned the value of f ree speech as a safety-
valve for denîagogue,ý and notoriety seekers. Another, and
Probabîy the most important factor in bringing about lier
collparative iirnmiunity fromi the dangers xvhichi are niow keep-
ing Other goverrnîents in at state of chronic uneasiness, is
thc frank and gYenuine recognition of the authority and
rigýhts of the sovèreign people, which pervades the speeches
ai.d the legisiation of the British Governinent and Parlia-
Ment. The effiect of the eînpbatic rejection of this highi-
hianded nicasure upon thîe Germnait Ernperor xviii be watched
\vith 8011 curiosity. Probably even lie may iin tinie corne

toPreve that discretioji is the better part of valour, even
~in a POwerful and self xilled Kaiser.

i tioi tyn tious Letters.

CASE of anuîoyance by meanis of anonymous letters,
cl, recorded in the papers during the last fcw days, î'e-sto the mmiid onie of the xvorst cases of this kind xvhicbi

OeCurredl lateiy at Berlin, the capital of Prussia, and wlîich
M iUst be fresh iin the menmory of our readers. These cases
IiiaY Suitabl3 . 1ead us to soliie flot unnecessarv reflections on
a ""rY Uipîcasant subject.

.Everyone professes to believe that thre writing of a mali-eloUs, anoymous letter is one of the most disgracefuan
eo teintibîe actions of wbicli a humant being can be guilty;
il roaî the îajority of nien dIo so believe and xould be

liece'apale Of sucb a crime. Everyone professes to think such
ttr'uttcrly contenîptible and unworthy of notice in any

Way; yet a good lnany persons are so weak tbat they actu-
etly do Pay solie attention to tbem.

luSF t i8 unnecessary, ini this place, to point out the wickçed-
li nd fliscbievousness of these anonymous sianders. No

cýecan secure immunity from. them. A mani bas only to
Iracir the ill-will of some unprincipled scoundrel, xvhoin hie

ay 'n 'Orne way hiave displeased, and hie is at the inercy of

his cneniy. There is, no way of answering such calumniiies.
The stab is in the back, and the assailant is unseen. To
offertian deferice is merely to propagate the falsellood ; and
howex er little -round there iiiay be for the anonymous accu-
satioli, or lîowever imîprobable. it Inay ho, tînene \vili %lw ay
l)e at certain numiber of people wvho canniot be classified
ainong- those who Il tlîink no evii and Ilbelieve aIl thin(us,
in the wv of good. These are the people wvho arc ready to
declare that wherc there is smioke there is fire, and w ho w il]
flot examine very closely to sec xvhetlier the sinoke niay not
he dust. There are the people who gix c foi-ce to the adaege

Throw plenty of dirt and] soune of it xviii stick ;" andl wli<
practically encourage the throwing of îliis dirt.

It is very curious tliat a good niany persons-rational
or semii rational who xvould lie indignant tmn the point of
passion, if anvyone paid attention to any slander against
theinseives, conveyed ini that fashion, are yet (1uite ready to
attacli imiportance to thne saine kind of assault dirccted
against others. lu tlîis case the golden i-ule xvould not seeni
to liold.

Thiere is, in fact,only one way of protection fromî tliis
most brutal and cowardly forin of attack, naiiieiy, that ail per-
sons biavingr the least dlaii to being regarded as ladlies or
gentlemîen, slîould. agree, or act as thoughi there were an agree-
ment, to pay no miore attention to sucu things than tlîey xvouid
to the bowlings of a lunatic or tuie nialedictionis of -a felon and
that thcy slîould consent to tlîink xvorse of a wonnan or at
ninan-especialiy a man-wvlo sbould give any heed wvlatever
to thcm. There is absolutely no otlier safe or satisfactory
manner of dealing with such offences.

Yet wc are continually coîning across foolish people xvlio
are not nîierely x'iolcntly affectcd by sucn tlîiigs, but wvlo
are resoix cd, as tbey say, to get to the bottoun of tnein !
And wlmat (Io tlîey cxpect to gain ? Thcy make it known
tinat tiîey have unscrupulous eiiemiies, wlio wili do thiin any
liard or wrong that tiîey can conïpass. But it is highly iimi
probable that any of thenu xvill be discovered, still more iii-
probable that they will l)c brouglît t() justice ; and even if
soine of theui are, tliere xvil i le otliers, and, perhaps, the
xvorst, undiscovered.

The recent case at Berlin mnay serve to illustrate thiese re-
marks. A nuiher of anoîiynîous letters xvere sE ut to ladies
and gentlemen and noblemni moving in the higbest circies of
Berlini. The accusations contained in those letters w'ere s0
grav e as to cause quarrels and estrangemrents bctween persons
aind faiiiliespreviously on friendly tetrins witlh cadi other. The
inatter xvas beconiing so serious tînat ahl thes detective agencies
of the Prussiani capital wvere einupoyed to bunit dowil the
offender or offenders. At last a gentleman ini a inigi positioni
wvas arrested and throxvn into prison ; and it xvas tîtouglît
tlîat justice xvould iow be donc.

But, alas 1the imiprisonunent of the suspected mnari did
niot put an end to the letters ; amnd further inquiries xvere
moade xvbiclî led to the comnclusioni that the person fiî'st sus-
pccted was innocent, and ultimately amother person xvas
arrested. What the result of the ineasures taken bias bein
we do ziot know, nor wbctlier any resulù lias beemi reachcd.
But tliese facts wiil be in the rememubrance of tlîose who read
the European te1cgirars iii oui dailv papeis ; and thcv tcach
a vcry simple moral.

If the receivers of tliose letters at Berlin bad treated
thei witb the coid contempt whicli they deserved, and had
consigned thei to destruction, as far as possible, without
reading .thenu, and altogetlier without îiientioning tli to
any other buman being, these letters would soon have ceased.
Miscreants wbo are capable of sucb înisdeeds soon get to
knoxv the kind of people xvho are influenced by their evil

581


