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nalists whose political reputation is not good in the eyes of
the authorities, and who are not allowed to practice their
Profession, this circumstance of itself shows pretty clearly
that those who have anything to lose are afraid to agitate for

t.lfreedom which they must in their hearts approve and
1ntemely desire.

The crushing defeat of the Anti-Revolu-
tionary Bill submitted by the German
Ministry to the Reichstag, no doubt with
.the approval, if not at the instance, of the Emperor himself,
18 a vebuff which the autocratic spirit of the Emperor will find
1t h.a,rd to brook. The great majority of the members of the
Rewhstag seem to he wisely disposed to remember the homely
adage : « Wide will wear, but tight will tear.” The
leader of the Socialists did not hesitate to accuse the Minis-
ters of seeking an opportunity for the military to try their
2::: l'iﬂes‘ upon the people. Certainly nothing could be
tter adapted to precipitate, not to say provoke, civil con-
flicts, than too severe repression of freedom of speech and
assembly, While disclaiming, no doubt honestly, any such
;:::nftion, the Ger"man authorities might do well to take a
rom the policy of the British Government. There is
Pl‘Obany no nation in the world which is so tolerant of free
Speech as the British, and perhaps none which is so safe
a::ot:i- any n.lovement of an anarchistic or revolutionary char-
none-' It Is equally true, at the same time, that there is
ton In which any (?vert. movement of a dangerous character,
ng to domestic disorder or to the overthrow of good
80vernment, and established institutions, would be put down

Rebuff in the
Reichstag,

Wwith
h;th & prompter or sterner hand. But British statesmen
V&lve lung since learned the value of free speech as a safety-

ve for demngogue§ and notoriety seekers. Another, and
E:Zlb:zﬁ‘?'t.the.n)ost i{npormnt factor in brirlging about her
ing Oth; 1ve immunity f.l‘()m the dangers \vluc':h are nf)w keep-
the fml‘ kgovernment:s;x in a sta‘te' of chronic uneasiness, is
tights O;lth arfd gel‘xume recogn1t19n of the authority and
&I;d the 19:; ‘Sl(l):f}l-elgr; people, .v.vhlc}: pervades the speecbes
ment, Th: Z;-e:;no? tlt;};e B“}'il? G?Yeril_xxlelltfztn(}ll.Pm"ha-
nded ; ‘emp atic rejec fon o this high-
With son €.3 upon the Germman Emperor w11.1 be' watched
o per(,eive tc}umosTty‘ .Pro.bably even he may in time come
inh powee 1at dlSCl‘etl(?Il is tvhye ‘better part of valour, even
rful and self-willed Kaiser.

*
* i

Anonymous Letters.

CASE of annoyance by means of anonymous letters,
eally tol‘:}fordejd in the papers during the last few days, re-
otoupeq le mind one (‘)f the wors? cases of this kind which
— fately'at Berlin, the capital of Prussia, and which
may sy Igash in the memory of our readers.
% very y ably lead us to some not unnecessary reflections on
npleasant subject.
cious ;’::Py one professes t'O helieve that the writing of a mali-
°0nte’m t().lllfmow lettey is one of the mO%t disgraceful and
ang pl;o};) 11318 actlons'ot' which a human bel.ng can be guilty ;
incﬂpabl: fy the ma,y?nty of men do so believe and \.vould be
ettors uttﬁ such a cnm‘e. Everyone professes to think such
way erly contemptible and unworthy of notice in any
ally Yet a good many persons are so weak that they actu-
© Pay some attention to them.

Negg at clis “'nne(.:essa.ry, in this place, to point out the wicked-
one gap :lISchle\.*ousnes.s of these anonymous slanders. No
fney, the .‘31‘13111‘.6 immunity fron} t;}.lem. A man has only to
Tay i 801 -will of some unprincipled scoundrel, whom he

me way have displeased, and he is at the mercy of

These cases
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his enemy. There is no way of answering such calumnies.
The stab isin the back, and the assailant is unseen. To
offer any defence is merely to propagate the falsehood ; and
however little ground there may be for the anonymous accu-
sation, or however improbable it may be, there will always
be a certain number of people who cannot he classified
among those who ““think no evil” and  « believe all things ”
in the way of good. These are the people who are ready to
declare that where there is smoke there is fire, and who will
not examine very closely to see whether the smoke may not
be dust.
“Throw plenty of dirt and some of it will stick ;7 and who

There are the people who give force to the adage :

practically encourage the throwing of this dirt.

It is very curious that a good many persons-——rational
or semi-rational—who would be indignant to the point of
passion, if anyone paid attention to any slander against
themselves, conveyed in that fashion, are yet quite ready to
attach importance to the same kind of assault directed
against others. In this case the golden rule would not seem
to hold. i

There is, in fact,only one way of protection from this
most brutal and cowardly form of attack, namely, that all per-
sons having the least claim to being regarded as ladies or
gentlenien, should agree, or act as though there were an agree-
ment, to pay no more attention to such things than they would
to the howlings of a lunatic or the maledictions of a felon : and
that they should consent to think worse of a woman or a
man-—especially a man—who should give any heed whatever
to them. There is absolutely no other safe or satisfactory
manner of dealing with such offences.

Yet we are continually coming across foolish people who
are not merely violently affected by such things, but who
are resolved, as they say, to get to the bhottom of them !
And what do they expect to gain? They make it known
that they have unscrupulous enemies, who will do them any
hard or wrong that they can compass. But it is highly im-
probable that any of them will be discovered, still more im-
probable that they will be brought to justice ; and even if
some of them are, there will be others, and, perhaps, the
worst, undiscovered.

The recent case at Berlin may serve to illustrate these re-
marks. A number of anonymous letters were sent to ladies
and gentlemen and noblemen moving in the highest cirvcles of
Berlin.  The accusations contained in those letters were so
grave as to cause quarrels and estrangements between persons
and families previously on friendly terms with each other. The
matter was becoming so serious that all the detective agencies
of the Prussian capital were employed to hunt down the
offender or offenders. At last a gentleman in a high position
was arrested and thrown into prison ; and it was thought
that justice would now be done. )

But, alas ! the imprisonment of the suspected man did
not put an end to the letters ; and further inquiries were
made which led to the conclusion that the person first sus-
pected was innocent, and ultimately another person was
arrested. What the result of the measures taken has heen
we do not know, nor whether any result has been reached.
But these facts will be in the remembrance of those who read
the European telegrains in our daily papers ; and they teach
a very simple moral.

If the receivers of those letters at Berlin had treated
them with the cold contempt which they deserved, and had
consigned them to destruction, as far as possible, without
reading them, and altogether without mentioning them to
any other human being, these letters would soon have ceased.
Miscreants who are capable of such misdeeds soon get to
know the kind of people who are influenced by their evil
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