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A correspondent asks very pertinently
why the Education Department, in appar.
tioning its grants ta Mechanice' Institutes,

should have departed this year f rom its f or-
mer custom of recognizing magazines taken
by the Institutes as on the samne footing with
books. We were nat before aware of the
fact and we are unable ta conce3ive of any

good reasan for the change. We quite agree
with aur correspondent in the opinion that
mucb of the very beet current literature af

the day ie to be faund in tho magazines,
wbose numbers and excellence canstitute s0
marked a feature in the intellectual life of

the period. Everyone knowe how uttbrly im-
possible it je in these days for even the most

omnivorous reader, giving hie whole time ta

literary pursuits, ta master one-tcntb a! the
new books whicb. are canst întly iseuing f rom

tbe press, dealing wiùh a thousand questions
o! intellectual interest. We are often dis-

posed ta blese the magazine-makerd for the

aid they give ta the many busy workcrs wha
can at beet snatcb but odd moments for

klterary pursuite. Haw oftcn it happens
that, by reading a short magazine article,
prepared by anc who je thoroughly master
of hie subject, one can in an ligur obtain a

clearer view of the salient points af some

important treatise or discussion than ho

could gain by a single perusal of a bulky

valume, aven did timc and opportunity per-

mit hum to undertake the more formidable

task. We know that it je the fashion in

certain circles ta eneer at these shart cuts to

the heart of literary and social questions,
but tbase who thus speak arc gcnerally

biokworme or dryasdusti, wbo forget their

chranolagical place in the warld's bistory,
and fancy that tbe musty t-omes in whîicb

tbey are specially intercstcd cover the wholc

realm of thinge and tboughte wartb know-

ing. In a word, we believe that newspapers

and magazines of the bettor clase are among

the most patent of ahi the educational agen-

cies af the day. We cannot but think that

the Minister of Education, or wboever bas

charge o! the affair, bai been very ill-ad-

vised in discriminating againet magazine

literaturo in the Mechanie' Institutes.

Sucb discrimination je sure ta affect most

of aIl aur naLive magazines, which have

enougb ta do ta maintain their places in

the race againet the powerful campetitian

of foreign publicationp. They surdly shauld

receive encouragement, rather than the

opposite, from aur Government authorities.

England, since the day 4 of Napalean,

bas suffered periodicahly from fears ',hat ber

military or naval strength might, in case of

war or invasion, be found ineufficient. Not

infrequently this uneasincess bas praduced
somonthing approacbing a, panic, wbich bas

tiot subsided until Parliament bas author-

iz,?d increasedexpenditureon armyand navy.

That England's military hurden bai assumed

enarnoti proportion3 je a iret coallary

frono the fact tbat it bas long been bier pal-

icy ta keep ber naval strangth on a par

witb that of tbe combined fleets o! any two
other nations. The recent ebullition of

French patriotism e used by the visit o!
the ilussian naval officere bas ta some ex

tant disturbed England'e c)nfidence in her

ability ta cape witb sucb a naval force as

migbt resuit frono the union o! the Frencb

and iRussian ffiacte. The announcement
has been made, on ible autbority of The
Westminster Gaz-tto, that five ncw battle-

shipe, a firet-chase cruiser, and a number of

emaller vessels bave been ordered, to aug-

ment the Britsh navy. In vievw of the ex-

pedients ta wbicb the present Government
bas bean obliged ta resart in order ta secure

tbe rcquired revenue, it is evident that the
canstantly increasing expenditui e necessary
ta keep the army and navy up to the bigb

standard set by the other pawers, muet be-
camle a serious matter. The present war pol-

icy of the nations presente in same of its as-

pects a singuhar spectacle. Enormous sume

o! money have been and are being epent o»'i
modern appliances of 'war, ta determine the

real Effioiency a! wbich no actual test bas

betn, ar, save that o! actual conflict, can be

made. Tbe time when the balance of war

might ho adjusted on a basis o! numbers,
eitber of men or of slîips, bas long since

passed. Hence the expected combat ho.

tween the petty fi:3ets of Piexoto and

Adnliral Mehlo, of Brazil, je being awaited

witb an intereet out of aIl proportion
ta the magnitude o! the issues ta be

decided. Every adoption, by one of the

powers, of somo one of the newly invented

instruments of war, xnany of wbich seemn

ahmost fiendisb in the ingenuity of their
power for the destruction of buman life, in-

troduces into this probleno a now unknown

quantity. It would seeno that in tbe ware

of the future, a 'country's suocese 'will de-

pend mucb lese upon the valour of ber sol-

diere tban upon the greatness o! hier re-

sources and the extent to which a patient

people wilh permit theno ta be draincd.

1 jei ta ho bhoped for the bon ir of Ca~na-

dian public hife that the current report,
wbich represents a certain Member of Par-

iliament far a New Brunswick constituency

as having, shortly after the dcn'Iî of the late

lamented Governor Boyd, telegrapbcd to

Ottawa soliciting the appointmcnt, je a

mierepresentation. We shonld hike mucb

ta be able ta believe it untrue that any New
Brunswick M.P.'8 or any other persans
wbatever, are striving as rivale ta obtain
the appointenent. The Lieutenant-oaver.
norehipa are the offices of highest dignity
and emolument in the gif t of the Canadian
Gov eriîment. It ought not t,) be too much

ta expect that at least these positiQns should

be kept ont of thearena of political wire-

puhling and the Gavernment left free ta

select the very beet mon available ta fill

thieno. If there are any public offices in

Canada wbicb sbouhd seek the mon and

ebould not ho sought by ambitious or mer-

cenary aspirants this is eurely one of theffl,

The very fact of its being openly clainied

as a reward of party services, or a gift Of

personal friendsbip, should be accepted al

proof conclusive of the unfltness of themi an

making sucb dlaim for so dignified a oi

tion. Once let it became-is it already

sucli ?--an understood custim that eacb

L; eu tenant -Governorsbip, as it becomfe&

vacant, ie to be laoked upan as a priz3 set

up in the palitical arena b be fauglit for

and won by the competitar who can bring

the strongest perional or party influence tO

bear upon the Government of the day, the

people wiIl flot long continue to respec

either the offi,ýe or its incumbent as it je in

every way desirable thcy should be respect-

ed. Thiese Governorships are the analogues

on a somewhat emaller scalle of the Gaver,

nor-Generalship. But hlow 1oivy could the

Gavernor-Generâl hope ta retain the bigh

raspect and regard which are now sa cheer'

f ully accorded ta the nobleman sent OU1ý

from time ta time ta represent týie British

Government, were it known that the honOt

was put up.for sale in the party market

and knocked down ta the competitor vuhO

could bid highest in political or persoaS

influence. If it be true that the office tlO«

vacant by sa ïad a fatality je being made

the object of a struggle between riV0l

claimante, it je to be hoped that the Govern"

ment will consuit its own dignity and thie

proprietice of the occasion by paîsing Cet?
ail sucb aspirants and selecting some cou"~

patent gentleman wbo je too modest ana

bas too much respect for himeîf and the

p-3ople to clamor for appointaient ta the

higbest position in the Province.

The close of the football season

have brought a very pleasing sense of relief

ta many an a-ixious parent on both sides 0!

the Atlantic. Those who have sons ,

school or college in which this once-aditr'

able pastime je practised in the latest fh

.ion, nniy now breathe frcely for a c
months, no longer haunted with daily dre0ý

that the ncxt broken Ieg or arm, or in 'jura

spiný, or crushed skull, on the football batte

field may ho that of anc of their own bol&'
This way af putting it je hardly an exagge '

ation of the facts. On anc day in OctObe i
st, one member of a college tea'n bi

]lis leg broken intwa places in a footbl
6e crimmage," another bcd hie lower t8

knocked ut ; anc of anoth'ýr tealh bad
bad shoulder etrain ; another, a wran*h

the knee wbiclî will prevelît bis ever p)lýi
ing again, iii addition t,) having hie lo
bruisci and ]lis scalp laid open by a bIl'
wbile still anothcr died froni the effecti
kick in the stomacli. A glorious a
record inleed !The sGatfetics of the
san'e campaign show twenty-six det %

England and eigbteen in the U nitdS
from injuries received in playing fot' 0

ta say notbing of the braken limbe

ather bad wounds whicb run up no O
inta the bundreds. The healtby boy


