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A correspondent asks very pertinently
why the Education Department, in appor-
tioning its grants to Mechanics’ Institutes,
should have departed this year from its for-
mer custom of recognizing magazines taken
by the Institutes as on the same footing with
books. We were not before aware of the
fact and we are unable to concsive of any
good reason for the change. We quite agree
with our correspondent in the opinion that
much of the very best current literature of
the day is to be found in the magazines,
whose numbers and excellence constitute so
marked a feature in the intellectual life of
the period. Everyone knows how uttorly im-
possible it is in these days for even the most
omnivorous reader, giving his whole time to
literary pursuits, to master one-tenth of the
new books which are constantly issuing from
the press, dealing with a thousand questions
of intellectual interest. We are often dis-
posed to bless the magazine-makers for the
aid they give to the many busy workers who
can at best snatch but odd moments for
literary pursuits. How often it happens
that, by reading a short magazine article,
prepared by one who is thoroughly master
of his subject, one can in an hour obtain a
clearer view of the salient points of some
important treatise or discussion than he
could gain by a single perusal of a bulky
volume, even did time and opportunity per-
mit him to undertake the more formidable
tagk. We know that it is the fashion in
certain circles to sneer at these short cuts to
the heart of literary and social questions,
but those who thus speak are generally
baokworms or dryasdusts, who forget their
chronological place in the world’s history,
and fancy that the musty tomes in which
they are specially interested cover the whole
realm of things and thoughts worth know-
ing. Ina word, we believe that newspapers
and magazines of the better class are among
the most potent of all the educational agen-
cies of the day. We cannot but think that
the Minister of Education, or whoever has
charge of the affair, bay been very ill-ad-
vised in discriminating against magazine
literature in the Mechanics’ Institutes,
Such discrimination is sure to affect most
of all our native magazines, which have
enough to do to maintain their places in
the race against the powerful competition
of foreign publications. They surcly should
receive encouragement, rather than the
opposite, from our Government authorities,

England, since the day: of Napoleon,
has suffered periodically from fears that her
military or naval strength might, in case of
war or invasion, be found insufficient. Not
infrequently this uneasiness has produced
gomething approaching a- panic, which has
not subsided until Parliament has author-
izad increased expenditureon arwy and navy.
That England’s military burden has assumed
enormous proportion3 is a first corollary
from the fact that it has long been her pol-
icy to keep her naval strength on a par
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with that of the combined fleets of any two
other nations,
French patriotism ccused by the visit of
the Russian naval officers has to some ex:
tent disturbed England’s confidence in her
ability to cope with such a naval force as
might result from the union of the French
and Russian flsets. The announcement
has been made, on ‘he authority of The
Westminster Gazatto, that five new battle-
ships, a first-class cruiser, and & number of
smaller vessels have been ordered, to aug-
ment the Britsh navy. In view of the ex-
pedients to which the present Government
bas been obliged to resort in order to secure
the required revenue, it is evident that the
constantly increasing expenditue necessary
to keep the army and navy up to the high
standard set by the other powers, must be-
come a serious matter, The present war pol-
icy of the nations presents in some of its as-
pects & singular spectacle, Enormous sums
of money have been and are being spent on
modern appliances of war, to determine the
real ¢fficiency of which no actual test has
been, or, save that of actual conflict, can be
made, The time when the balance of war
might be adjusted on a basis of numbers,
either of men or of ships, has long since
passed. Hence the expected combat be.
tween the petty flsets of Piexoto and
Admiral Mello, of Brazil, is being awaited
with an interest out of all proportion
to the magnitude of the issues to be
decided. Every adoption, by one of the
powers, of some one of the newly invented
instruments of war, wany of which seem
almost fiendish in the ingenuity of their
power for the destruction of human life, in-
troduces into this problem a new unknown
quantity. It would seem that in the wars
of the future, a country’s suocess will de.
pend much less upon the valour of her sol-
diers than upon the greatness of her re-
sources and the extent to which a patient
people will permit them to be drained.

Tt is to be hoped for the honor of Cuna-
dian public life that the current report,
which represents a certain Member of Par-
liament for a New Brunswick constituency
as having, shortly after the dea'h of the late
lamented Governor Boyd, telegraphed to
Ottawa soliciting the appointment, is a
misrepresentation.  'We should like much
to be able to believe it untrue thatany New
Brunswick M.P.s or any other persons
whatever, are striving as rivals to obtain
the appointment, The Lieutenant-Gover-
norships are the offices of highest dignity
and emolument in the gift of the Canadian
Government. Tt ought not to be teo much
to expect that at least these positiens should
be kept out of thearena of political wire.
pulling and the Government left free to
select the very best men available to fill
tham, If there are any public offices in
Canada which should seek the men and
should not be sought by ambitious or mer-
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cenary aspirants this is surely one of them.
The very fact of its being openly claimed
as a reward of party services, or a gift ©
personal friendship, should be accepted 83
proof conclusive of the unfitness of them 5}‘
making such claim for so dignified a post
tion.

Lieutenant-Governorship, as it
vacant, is to be looked upon as a priz? geb
up in the political arena t> be fought for

and won by the competitor who can bring
the strongest personal or party infiuence to !
bear upon the Government of the day, the
people will not long continue to respect

either the offi e or its incumbent as it is i

every way desirable they should be respect

ed. These Governorships are the analogue#

on a gomewhat smaller scale of the Gover

nor-Generalship. But how lonz could the
Governor-General hope to retain the high
respect and regard which are now so cheer” .
fully accorded to the nobleman sent ok
from time to time to represent the British
Government, were it known that the hono?
was put up-for sale in the party markel

and knocked down to the competitor who

could bid highest in political or persons!
influence. If it be true that the office no¥
vacant by so sad a fatality is being mad®

the object of a struggle between rivel |
claimants, it is to be hoped that the Gover?”
ment will consult its own dignity and b
proprieties of the occasion by passing ovef
all such aspirants and selecting some co®”
petent gentleman who is too modest 88%
has too much respect for himself and the
pople to clamor for appointment to th®
highest position in the Province. ;

i
The close of the footha'l season m“'sb-;
have brought a very pleasing sense of reli
to many an a1xious parent on both sides 0
the Atlantic. Those who have sons “0
school or college in which this once-adm
able pastime is practised in the latest fash*

.ion, may now breathe freely for a fe¥

months, no longer haunted with daily dré?
that the next broken leg or arm, or injur
spine, or crushed skull, on the football batt!®
field may be that of one of their own bof*
This way of putting it is hardly an exags?” i
ation of the facts. On one day in Octob? {
last, one member of a college team hll ;
his leg broken in two places in a footb®” {
“gcrimmage,” another had his lower teé*
knocked out ; one of another team had " :
bad shoulder strain ; another, a W!‘dlﬂhlw‘ !
the knee which will prevent his ever Pl’j‘,?
ing again, in addition to having his ¥,
bruised and his scalp laid open by a bIO¥)
while still another died from the effects of,’ :
kick in the stomach. A glorious 4%
record indeed ! The scatistics of the & !
son’s campaign show twenty-six desth? "
England and eighteen in the Unit2d St 1 !
from injuries received in playing footh® 1}
to say nothing of the broken limb8 “bf‘
other bad wounds which run up no dot

Once let it become—is it already :
such l——an understood custom that each
becomes

[

into the hundreds. The healthy boy iﬂ"}i



