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only the impracticable and the absurd can have ta say with regard ta the

objects of the society, and the methods by wbich it seeks ta attain those

objects. If, as alleged, and as seems very likely, members of the Minister-

ial Association sometimes feel it their 'duty ta allude ta what they may

naturally enaugh regard as the visionary and rnischievous teacbings of such

an organizatian, it would seem but fair that the representatives af the

arganizatian criticized should be heard in their awn defence. Mareaver,

the present timie is one in which-as is being constantly declared by same

of the ablest clergymen in Europe and Anierica--sacial prablems are

supreme, and shouid be carefully studied by those whose profession leads

tbem ta discuss the highest themes. If, as it seems reasanable ta suppose,

the representatives of the 1' Anti-Paverty " Society are in daily contact

with those classes which are said ta be steadily drifting beyand the reach

of ardinary church influence, it is quite possible that the best informed

mninister might pick up some helpful fact or idea whiie listening ta what

they have ta say. But, wbatever may be thought best in reference ta this

particular case, if it be admitted that the problems which most earnestly

press for solution by the philanthrapists and Christian thinkers af the day

are saciolagical rather than theolagical, might not local Ministeriai Associa-

tions do much good by giving a considerable portion of their time ta the

study of such questions in their practical aspects, as they present themselves

in the respective localities ?The question. is respectfully submitted.

WITrniN a few days front the date of this writing the resuit of the great

contest in the United States wilI be known. Four ytnars aga thei Deoa

cratic Party was restored ta power after twenty-four consecutive years ofr Repuolican rule. The election of Mr. Cleveland marked the dying out of

the aid slavery and war issues, and the incoming of a new set of politicai

questions. 'The one most prominently before the nation at that date was

that of civil service reform. During, their long lease of power the leaders

of the Republican party had degraded the great army of public servants

ta a condition in wbich each felt that lis means of living depended uponrhis contributing freely and fighting strenuously for the party. By the use
~'of patronage and the assessment of tribute the whole civil service systemn

Was made ta work with the precisian and relentlessness of a machine.
Thausands of the better class of Republicans, as well as large numbers of

independent citizens, had become tboroughly disgusted and alarmed, and

rognizing in Mr. Cleveland the champion of Civil Service Refarm, gave

him their votes. To this 66Mugwump " vote he undouLtedly owed his

How President Cleveland bas kept bis pledges in regard ta Civil Ser-

vice reformi can best be determined by striking a balance between the

nlajority and minority reports of the Civil Service Commission which

1'eparted a few weeks ago. According ta the one he bas falsified every

pledge and unblushingly prostituted the vast patronage of his highi office

to partisan uses. According ta, the other he has effected great reforma

and introduced inta many of the departments of the public service a new

Order of things, tbough he bas nat been able as yet ta cleanse ail the stails

Of the Augean stable. It wiii be weil remembered that during the earlier

Years of his administration he won golden opinions by bis firmness in

resisting the tremendous pressure brougbt ta bear upon him by the leaders

of bis own party. During the last year or two he bas given way ta that

pressure mast disappointingly, and suffered the public service in many of

I~its departments, at least, ta lapse into the aid ways. Republican officiaIs

have been dismissed by wholesaie, thaugh usualiy not without some show

ofcause, and their places given ta Demacrats. It is impassible ta predict

Witb any approach ta accuracy ta what extent the professions he naw

renews of good intentions in regard ta the reformn of the Civil Service wili

help Mr. Cleveland in bis second candidature. It seems pretty certain

that large numbers of the Independents have lost faith in him, and

have returned -ta their party allegiance. But, on the other band, many

frienda of reform, wbile admitting and resenting bis backslidings, will

fitill probably vote for him on the logical principle that it is better

to choase the less of twa evils, since ta elect Mr. Harrison, which would

be virtually ta entbrone Mr. Blaine as Secretary of State, would make the

last statti of the nation, in tilis respect, worse than the first, and remit the

Civil Service system, halfwashed, ta its wallowing in the mire.

BUT, hawever the struggle may be decided, the question of Civil Service

reformn will not have been, in this case, as it was four years ago, the con-

trolling principle. The new issue of Tariff Reform has been, and is likely

tO he for years ta came, the great question in prenence of wbicb ail others

ar dwarfed. If Clevelanld is elected, the boldness with which he threw

798

down the gauntlet and compelied the great national duel ta be fought on
a question of economics, will be lauded as tbe crawning proof of bis
politicai forcsigbt. If he is defeated, bis rasbness in tbrowing aIl lis farces
inta tbis dangerous breach wiil be denounced as the cause of the disaster.
Nor can it be denied that Canada bas a vital interest in this aspect of the
struggle, since, situated as we are1 , aur own fiscal policy must be greatly
affected by tbat of aur neigbbours. Wbether it wiil be affected for gaod
by the triumph of tbe Democrats or the Republicans, is a question upon
which opinion wili, we suppose, be as much divided on tbis side tbe lakes
as on the other. In ail other respects it will be, we fancy, very much a
matter of indifference ta Canadians wbether Cleveland or Harrison is
elected. No doubt at the commencement of the campaign Canadian
sympatby was largely on the side of Cleveland. But seldom bas a man in

bigh office lowered himself more rapidly in tbe opinion of the outside world
than bas be, during the campaign. The two outrageons transgressions of
international courtesy-bis Retaliation Message, and bis treatment of Lard
Sackville-have sa unmistakably st-imped Mr. Cleveland as a time-serving
politiciant whose ruling passion is desire for office, that whether elected or
rejected, be can neyer again take the bigh place in the world's respect wbich
was by almost universal consent given him before the commencement of
this campaign. ___

SiNcE last issue the diplomatic incident at Washington bas culinnted
in very decided action by the American Government. By direction of the
President the Secretary of State informed the British Government that
Lord Sackville was no longer acceptable as the Queen's Minister at
Washington, at the saine time natifying Lord Sackville of the purport of
the despatch. This harsh and hasty action bas naturally excited a good
deal of indignation in England, and called forth some sharp criticism of
American institutions and manners. Seeing that but a week bad elapsed
since complaint bad been made ta tbe British Goverumnent, the assumptian
that the latter bad declined ta take action in the matter was certainiy
unwarranted by civilized diplomatic usage. The Qovernments of great
nations are not usually s0 precipitate in disciplining, tbeir agents at foreign
courts for slight lapses in juâgment. At the saine time, since Lord
Sackville unque8tionably blundered and the United States Government is
tecbnically within its rights, nothing remains but ta accept the rough
rebuke with the best grace possible. Wbether Lard Salisbury wiil deein
it necessary ta appoint at once a successor ta the Minister dismissed with
so scant ceremony, remains ta be seen. Whether the Washington Govern-
ment will presently blush at the recollection of its glaring discourtesy, will
depend, we suppose, upon. the gentlemanly instincts and training of the
caming President and administration.

Mn. DANIEL HAND, Of Clinton, Conn., bas given ta the Amuerican
Missionary Association a donation of samewbat aver a million dollars, the
income of whicb is ta be used for tbe education af tbe coloured people af
the South. This is said ta be the largest gif t ever bestowed by a single
individual for the use of a benevolent society. The abject is a wise as
well as a noble one. The difficult questions still existing between North
and South would be mare effectually soived by the speedy education of the
Négro than by any other ineans that can be devised. Neyer until the
freed-men and tbeir descendants are trained ta tbink and act for themselves
with ordinary intelligence will tbey cease ta be the sport of mischief-makers,
and the tools of designing politicians. Tbis work of education is a gigantia
ta+~ but if a number of wealthy Northerners could but be induced to take
bold af it in the spirit af Mr. 1-and the tbing would soan be done, The
condition of the gift is that nat more tban $100 of tbe income saal be
used for the education of any one pupil. 'I he design of this provision
seems ta be ta secure that the fund shahl not be lavished in securing an
extended coliegiate course for a few favourites, but shahl be sa distributed
as ta secure a moderate training for the largeat passible number. Lt is ta
be presumed that the Association will also see ta it that tbe aid no given
shail be made a means of stimulating, not discauraging, the spirit of self.
help. Mr. Hand'a splendid ]iberality shauld have a salutary influence in
another direction, inasmuch as, in the words of the Chri8tian Union, 'c<it
hints at a spirit between North and South whicb, in its Christian elevation
and breadth, stands in beautiful contrast with much of the current writing
and talking on that subjeet."

TnE Black Mountain Expedition (Northern India) ta which we referred
a few weeks since, bad not at last accounts been brougbt ta a successful
issue. Fire and sword had been carried inta the territory of the affending
mountaineers, village after village had been burnt, but the tribes had nat
sent in their submission. Tbey were praving themselves unusually stub.
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