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Certainly some centuries ; yet sensible girls cannot be made te see and t
understand that a sniall waist is a deforxnity. Somne few women have waisi
one could span, but they are to be pitied, nlot admired. It is a deforrnity, nlot
beauty. When did ever a sculpter give us a figure with an hour-glass waist ?-
and a terrible thing it would look in marble if hie were te attempt any suc
atrocity 1 We should ail start from it and lift aur hands in horrar at the de
formity. And bad as the small waist is in point of art, it is a thousand time
worse in the interest of health. There is no room for the play of the lungs
-and the digestion is sure to become perinanently impaired. Girls laced-u
become pale and thin-are subject to all sorts of ailments, and bid for chroni
disease in advanced life.

When Fashian bas tightened. up a lady so that she cannat Weil breathe
.and has headaches, and neuralgic pains, and loss of appetite, and the rest of it
Fashion then goes and props bier on heels so elevated that from a back-viev
she appears to have wooden legs, and if she walks on a gravel path, the resul
is holes, as if she were dibbling, in order that cabbages miglit be planted in th<
gravel. Now, a flat-footed persan very naturally seeks a little elevation ta ge
over a naturai defeet; but where the human foot is at ail weii-shaped with
naturai arch, there is no occasion for artificial aids, and in the extent ta whici
they are carried, high heels are as great a deformnity as a tbick--soled shoe ivori
for a club-foot. Besides, look at the effeets. 'lhle %vearer is Ii m-alking tlirowîl
forward beyond the perpendicular line, she walks on lier toes, there is no pur
chase in the foot, no power of sustaining the fatigue of walking, whiie there
a tendency ta throw up the hip-bones ta the detriment of the cberishied waist
and every facility is afforded for spinal curvature, and other affections of th(
beautiful column, the healthiness of wbich is essential to happinless.

'[bis is a subject cf paramouint importance. We hear mucb of %vomeli's
rigbts now-a-days. Would it flot be weli if Nwomen first exercised their un
doubted riglit ta free themse]ves froin the domination of Fashion, and ta dress
sensibly and ]ive healtbily? TI'ey would then at least establisli a claim tc
intelligence. They want the suffrage. tlîey wvant l)cgrees in Universities, thcy
want ta have freedom accorded ta thein in aIl their actions, in fact, 1 hardly
know wbat they don't want, except the education which wouid enable tbemi tc
see that painted faces, idiotic costumes, artificial shapes, and incipient %'ooden
legs, leads one ta underrate their mental qualities, and ta discount tbe adnmira-
tieni which their charms are çalctilated ta inspire.

LA PETITE MADELAINE.
BI' MRS. SOUrH Ev.

<Mais revenonrs à nos moutons." Otir prcsent business is with thîe younltg
lover and his fair mistress, and tbe still younger Mfadelainle. 'il'e wvill aetk
them soon enougb., Ie need not anticîpate bis work. 'l'lie olI ine\î;rablt:
brought ta a conclusion Walter's ]eave of absence, just as certain îl'«<ve )st
,which we have alluded were beginning ta break uîpoîî bif jilst zis laj belle
Adrienne began ta weary of playing at papfil* iii mou,( cnactîng the adlorale ta
her lover, and thc aimable ta hier cousin i, his prese;,ce,- just as Monsieur and
Madame, bier weak but wortby parents, were secretly praying for their future
son-in-iaw's departure, in the forlorn bape (as they had stipulaited tbiat even les

-fianrailles sbould flot take place for a twelve-montb ta corne) that somle unlex-
pected page miglit yet tun over iii the <'bapter af accidents, wlîereon mligbit be
written the name of jules Marquis d'Arval, instead of that of file lanldless,
untitled Walter Barnard, for tbe busband of their beautifuil lbeiress.

Just at this critical juncture arrived the (la), of separation-of separati<în
,for a year certain ! Will it he doubtcd that wVith tbe I)arting hiur, rushed back
upon Walter's beart a flood of tenderness, even more illpassioned thani that
with which it had first pledged itself to the l)eauitiftil Adrienne ? 'l'lie entbutsiasin
of his nature, acting as a stimulus ta bier apatbetic temperamient. coninunicated
ta bier farewell so much of the appearance of genuinie feeling, tbat the youing
soldier returned ta his country, and ta bis military duties, imibued m-ith the
blissful assurance that, Nvlatever unvortbv doubts ]lad been suggested occa-
sionally by fallaciaus appearances, the becart of bis fair hetrotlbed %%,as as fttlt-
less as bier persan, and exclusively devotcd ta blimself. Saoll had the
.4sweet sorraw " of that farewell absorbed bis every faculîiy, tbat it vas flot tilI

hie ivas miles frotu St. Hilaire on bis wa.ýy ta tbe coast, that Walter renienbered
la petite iMadelaîne ;rernembered tbat lie had bid iiFR no fairewell ; tl bat sile
ilad sptaway ta bier ownl home the last evening of bis stav at Slit . Hilaire,
unobs erved by aIl butt an 01(1 bonnfe, wbho was cammissioned ta) say Mladenioi-
selle Madelaine bad a beadache. and thiat she biad flot rcappeared flie nlext
moîrning, the morninig of blis deplarture. "i )ear little Madelaine ! lion, couild 1
forget bier ?" was the next tlîougbt 'ta that wbicb hall recalled bier. ", Butt she
shaîl live ith us wben Ive are nîairried." Sa baving laid tbe flatterinlg uiction
ta his conscience, by that satisfa 'ctory arrangement for bier future conifort, lie
di whistled bier image dowýN, tbe wind" again, and betook hîmaself wîitb redauibied
-ardour ta the contemplation of Adrienne.

And where was la petite Madelaine ?-btbecame of lier, an(l wbat %vas
she doing that livelong day ? Neyer %vas sh~e so much wanted at St. H ilaire-
to console-to support-to occuIpy tbc Ilfair forsaken "; and yet she camne flot.
lWlat insensibility !-Wbait inigratitude !at sucb a tirne! "-exclaimed tbe

parents of the lovehy desolate-so interesting in lier bccoming character of a
lone bird i reft of -its mutual hcart," sa amiable in her attempted exculpation
of the neglectful Madelaine I "Se does nat mean ta be unkind-to be cruel
-as her conduct .reells ".-swýet/y interposed the rneek apologist. "lBut she
is thoughtless-inr,,ucizanleand yau know, chère Maman ! 1 always told you
la petite Madelaine has na senisbility-Ab Ciel ! ".-Tat mine were less

-acute 1-was, Of course, the implied sense of that cancluding apostrophe-
and every one wiil feel the eloquence of the appeal, se infinitely more affecting
than the fulI-iength sentence would have been. If vagueness is one great
-source of the sublime-it is aise a grand secret in the arcana of sensibility.

But we may remenmer that poor littie Madelaine had slipt away ta her
,OWU, home the preceding evening, pleading a headache as the excuse for her
*evasion. *Perhaps the saine cause-(was it headache ?)-hohds ber stili captive
àn ber littie chamber, the topmost chamber in the western pepper-box turret,
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o0 four of which flank the four corners of the aid Chateau du Résnél. Certain it
ts is, fromt that sanie hafty lodging Madelaine has flot stirred the livelong day-
a 1scarcehy froni tbat same station ;

There at 1,cr chambe window high, And white her thoughts have wandered far
h Thse lontiy maidcrr aits- Froin ali she hears and ame,

tscasernent fronts the western sky, She gaies on the cvening star,
sAnd bairny air admits. That twinkles through thse crees.-

Il it to watch the sctting sun,
's She does tibM seat preter?

p Alas 1 thse saidcs tisinks of onc,
c Who lii thinits of her."

"Eternal fidelity "-being, of course, the first article agreed and sworn te
in the loyers' parting covenant, "lConstant correspondence," as naturally carne
second in the list, and neyer was eagerness like Waltcr's to pour out the first
sorrows of absence in bis first letter ta the belovcd, or impatience like his for

tappearance of bier answer. After some decoraus delay-<a littie maiden coy-
- ness was thonght decorous in those days)-it arrived, the deiigbtful letter 1

tlDeligbtfui it would bave been ta Walter, in that secand effervescence of bis farst
a passion, had the penmanship of tbe fair Ivriter been barely hegible, and bier

iepistolary talent flot absolutely below the lowvest dcgree of nmediocrity. Walter
(ta sa)' tbe truith) had felt certain invaluintary misgivings on that subject.
Hirriseîf flot onl, an ardent admirer of nature, but an unaffected laver af elegant

-literaturc, lie bad heen frequently mortified at Adrienne's apparent indifférence
sta the anc. and seeming distaste ta thme otlier. Of bier style of Nvriting hie had

found fia opportunities Gf jîtdging. Albums were flot the fashion in those days
-- and althougb, on thc fewv occasions of bis absence froni St. Hilaire after bis

engagement %vitb Adrienne (Caen being still blis ostensible place of residence),
lie liad failed ta indite ta bier sundry billets, and even ftulilengtbi letters, dis-

-patclied (as on a businîess of life aîîd (eath) by bribed and special messengers,
-cilmer il.(le St. Hlilaire w~as engaged or ahroad wlîen tbey arrived-or
atilerwise prevented frain relyinig and still more frequently thme laver trod an
thec heels of blis despatcb. Sa it clîanced that lie liad not carried away with
inîi anc liaardec(i treasu-e of tbe fair anc's i'ritimg. And as ta books-lie biad

never (letected the "damne le ses pensées " in the act of reading anytbing more
intelecualthanl the waords for a new Vaudeville, or a letter front lher Plaris

*milliner. He hîad more than once prollosed ta read alotîd ta lîcr.-btt cithmer
slie Ivas set/e1 %vitl a fit of unconquerable yawvning before lie praceeded far in
lus attenl t-or the migraîine, or the vapours, ta wvliclî distresSing aiilmenits she
Nvas c(s itila1l uject-were suire ta camie on at tîme unfartunnte molment
af bis propasitîaîî-and tbtîs, froni a comibînation of unitoward accidents, bie
%vas nlot euh'v lcfi ii ignorance of bis mistress's higlier attainnments, but at certain
llitsiieits df disap>j>inîed feeling redieced ta farn conjectuîres on the stîbjcct,
(usinîsareil to whîîchlî ignorance was lmliss " ; and ta saie liîîgening (loubts of

thme like natuire, as well as te lover-like imlpatience, iliglbt hie attriblîtable the
nervaus trepidaitian vitb wvliciî lie brake the seal of lier first hetter. Tlhat
letter 1---Tie first gliiiep se of its contents 'vas a glinipse of Plaradise 'llefirst
liiurriced readiîig transl(rtctl humi ta tîme seventh lîeaven-and the twentietlî (of
course, dîspmassiaîiately criticai) conîîtrmed bii in the frttition of its celestial,
leattius. ceriMlsly sîseakiiîg Walter Blarnard must bave been a fool, as whll
as iuî ingrate, if hie liad not been Isleased-eiiralituiredt %vitlî tbe swcet. iodest,
îvonîanly feeling tbat breatlîed tbrough every line of thiat dear letter. It ivas noe
long oîie-iîo laboured production (thotigli perfctly correct as ta style and
granmnar) Y- but tlîe artless affectionî thiat evineed itself iii more tîman anc
s entence oif those twa short pages, wotîhd have staniped perfection on the whalc,
iii Walter's estihîmatian, bigd it imot (as %vas tîme case) been throughout charac-
tenized by a b)eauttiful, yet singular simplicity of ex<pression, wbicli surprised flot
hess tban it enclianted him. And tben-how hie reproached hiniself for the
isied eniotion !-%Nliy sbould it surprise birn thiat Adrienne wrote tlîts ? Hi$

ivas file incoîîeeivalîle dtilness-the want of dîsceruîment--of inttuitive pçnietri-
tioîî iiita the intellec tuaI de1sths of a chiaracter, vciled t'rein vuhgar eycs by the
retiriuigness of sehi-depreciating delicacy, but wbich ta him would graclually
baive revealed itself if bie ]îad applied biniself sedulously ta unravel the
intcrcstiiig mystery.

henceforward, as may wivel lie iimagined, the correspandence, se Iiapphy
<-alInielectl. %vas estaiblishietl on tbe nmost satisfactory footing, andi nothing couhd
exceeti thme deligbtful interest with which Wahter studieti the beautifuil parts of a
clîaras'ter, -hmich gradîtahly devehaped itsehif as thîcir epistolary intercourse pro-
cedeil, naw% enchiantiîîg liiii by its pecuhliar naîveté aîîd innocent spartivencss,
îîaîv affcîing ini moare profoundly, and îîot hess dheligbtfully, hîy saie toule of
decl> feeling andi serious sweetnless, so well in unison with aIl the better and
bigmer feelings of bis own natture, tlîat it wis %witb mare thian hover-like fervour
lie tlmanked Heaven for bis prospects of bappiîîess with thc dear and amiable
being, wvliase l>ersonal loveliness liad nom, really sunk ta a sccondary rank in
bi$ estimîation of bier cliarîns. A shiglît slîade of thme reserve which, in blis per.
solial iiiter<ouirse wvith Adrienne, bad kept bum s0 unaccouintably in the dark
%vith respect ta lier truce character, was stihl perceptible, even in lier deligbtful
hetters, buit a111Y suifficicnthy ta give a marc piquant interest ta their correspon-

lim-.It was evidetît that she hung back, as it were, ta take front hièletters
thie toile of lier replies;- that on any general stîbject, it %vas for bum ta take the
head, thîough liaving donc so, wlîetlîer in allusion ta books, or any topic con-
necteti with taste or sentiment. she wvas ever niodestly ready ta take bier part in
tlîe discussion, mvîth simple good sense and unaffected feeling. It was ahmost
tîiintentianahy that hie made a first allusion ta sanie favourite book ; and the
hetter, containing bis remark, las despatched before lie recollected that lie)lad
once l)een bafied iii an attempt ta enjoy it with Adrienne by the manner (mare
discouraging than indifference) with which she received bis proposition, that they
shoulti read it tagether. He wished lie had flot touched upon the subject.
Adrienne, excellent as was ber capacity--spiritual as were lier letters, might not
love reading. H-e wouîd, if possible, have recalled his letter. But its happy
inadvertence was fia longer matter of regret when the reply reached, him. 2hat
z>ery book-his favounite poet-was Adrienie's aloo 1 and more than one sweet
passage she quoted frai it 1 Hs favourite passages also, I Was ever sympa-
thy so mniraculous ! And that the dear diffident creature should sa unaccount-
ably have avaîded, when they wCre together, ail subjects that might iead ta the
Jiscovery I


