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c .ountenance, for 1 saiv lier in lier cairnatge
but two days sirîce i 1-as tiot very close to
ber, certainly, but near enougli to se shc is
as pretty as ever."

INevertbeless, my friend, she is dyin,,"
rcjoined Colonel Delaware.

Dying !--ood God! n nd wve sit tallcing
here; let us hasten to lier instantly, and you
ivili explain thc circumistances wlile. we are
on tlhe ron<d," I litirricdly uittered, whlile pre-
paring to invest nyself iwith the orercoat
that is ever thc companien of my niidniglit
rambles.

To niy surprise, my visitor stirred flot,
bot mournfully sliaking his liead, saîd, "lNot
so, my deari doctor, you cannot sec lier to-
nigbt ; wlîether we can manage for you
ever te do so, I know nlot; for nowv sIc re-
soluteiy refuses to haive any advice, assert-
ing> tfhat lier malady i8 beyond tlie reach of
hiuman skill."

IlFooli, nonsense! and you suifer lier to
injure herself pliysicahly and moraîlly, by
giving îvay te sucli caprices," said I, very
crossly, throwing down thc coat, and plant-
ingý myseîf in my owni chair-for 1 can be a
little testy wlien those in whomn I rn inte-
rested ivill not do as 1 f.link they ouglt.-
Softening, liowever, as 1 leoked nmore close-
ly into my fniend's face, I added, "At
least, telI me all yon eau. Wliere is the
seat of lier complaint? how long lias it been
apparent? and wlîat are its synîptoms ?"

I eati only tell you," lie rejlied, Iltlîat
about a mentI since, she begran to ivaste
away, losing both appetite and strength, and
nîso to a great degree tIc pow'er of sleeping;
shc turns witli disgnst from ail sustenance,
and it is witlî thec grcatest difficuly slîe ean
be persuaded to swallow ai few spoonfuls of
any food in the course of the day. That
pure coleur Yeu used te admire, now only
appears in sudden flushies; slie ivili Dlot ad-
mit tînt slie is ill, yet she bas bicen fre-
qucnthy obserred to shed tears over lier boy,
pressing hima to ber lîeart with alnîost con-
vulsive energy. Since I waselected amem-
ber of thic House of Gommons, 1 have bad a
separate sleeping apartment, fearînc that the
late Itours I arn obliged to keep Wiglit dis-
turb Clara, wvlose constitution, you have of-
ten told me, thougli not siecly, is very dcli-
cate. In the day-tme sIc wilI scarcely
suffer me te, rernain five minutes away from,
ber ; so, that 1 could not bave corne to you

at any other time but this, when she believes
nie cngaged at the Flouse. Above aIl things,
she implores me not to acquaint you with
lier state."

IlShe is afraid I shall cure her, 1 sup-
pose," 1 said, tîjis time to myscit; feeling à
ltle nettled at this want of' confidence to-

wvards an old friend of lier fath)ers, who liad
Içnown lier froin lier birtlî. I Ail this is ex-
ceedingly uinsatisfactory, and I can corne to,
no conclusion froni it," I observed, after a
rninutc's reflection. IlThe fact is, I must
sec lier myself, and 1 will be at your bouse
to-rnorrow abot eleven o'clock. Don't be
alairmcid," 1I continued, anticipating the
words lie wns about to utter, IlI will make
my visit appear a purely accidentai one."

H-e then rose to depart, and as 1 conduct-
cd himi to the door, 1 endeavoured to eheer
hirn by expressing the conviction 1 really
felt, that lie had, tlirough over-solicitude,
ma.gnified the evii; I then returned to rnly
fireside to meditate on what baal passed.

As I write this principally for the guid-
ance of nsy young successors in tIche eling
art, slîould tliey ever encounter a similar
case, I must deseribé Clara Delaware. Shc
-vas the only child of a young Spanish ladly
of higli. rank, wvlo iras found near tIc field
of AIbulieratby Colonel, then Captain Mor-
timer, entirely iiprotctedl, lhnving lest lier
father and two brothers iii tIe engagemient;
sIc wvas only ten*years of age, and lier pre-
serrer sent lier over to England, where sIc
rcmained for six years under the care of his
aunt. At thc expiration of iliat time, Mor-
timer married lier. After they liad been
united about a year, slic died in giving birtli
to Clara. For eighteen years tlîe sorrow-
ingr busband devoted himself to the care of
the legacy bis wife lad left lîim ; lie then
esteemedi hîiseif fortunate in being able to
bestov lier liand on Colonel Delawvare, to,
wliom. lier licart was already given. His
task being thus accomplished, two months
after his daughter's marriage, bis spirit lied
to rejoin lier whlorn lie lovcd so wc' ll. This
was tlîe first sorrow Clara lad-iver known,
and se, deeply did it affect ber, that for
months I despaircd of saving ber, and only
the joy of bccoming a parent berseif effcc-
tually roused bier frein tlie deep dejection
her fathcr's loss bad plunged lier into. .Shc
inherited ber mothcrls almost Eastern style
of bcauty and acutely ncrvous temperarnent,


