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THE BUCCANERR.

_ mountain, or the Wiide extendod plain that

boynded Toledo.

“iSee'st thou nothing,” demanded the

king impatiently. - ¢ Diego, Velasquez.” he |

added ¢ promised me, .on his faith, ere the
sun, was twe hours high, to advise me,
: wll,nq.f.’l;eg; victorious or defeated, of the re-
salt.”” - . L .

"¢ There is something like a speck at the
oxtremity of the plain,” observed Ferdi-
nand, ¢ ;,vhi.c;,h I saw not: l;.efo;e..”:‘;

8 -

A fow anxious; moments; elapsed, when
the object was declared to be a horseman,
approaching, at the top of his, speed.

¢ The attompt has failed,” said the king,
sorrowfullly to himselfs <X was but a silly

old man to trust to the arms of monks and|.

priests, in my. greatest nced ; besides, they
were but a-thousand, while the Moors and
Adfricans counted ten times that number.—

. Malke you out,” he hastily added, turning
to his page “ the cognizance of the horse-
man P . :

“Itis Diego Velasquez,” said "Ferdi-
nand, after a few moments’ pause, * the
leader of the convent forces.” .

"% Why tarries bis lagging steed 2”again
demanded the king. ’

¢ The knight has halted, and is about to
diplay his pennon—by St. Jago !’ shouted
the page, re Jardless of the royal presence,
it is no pennon, but thestandard of the
Moors, that Diego waves in triumph.. .

An.exclamation: of deep ‘gratitude to
Heaven burst from the relieved heart ofthe
monarch, and he hastened to feast his eye

_ on the interesting spectacle. ‘The vision
of the page had not deceived him. ‘The
crescent gleamed- palely, amid the uttei-
ing folds of the embroidered ensign, but
while the royal gazo was. still rivetted in
mute admiration, upon the symbol of Mos-
Jem. victory and power, it suddenly disap-
peored, and-the next wmoment was trailing
in thedust, The shout from the walls that
hailed this most welcome exhibition, seem.
ed toshake the firm foundations of the city,
and pierce the-very heavens. The praises

- of those who had wrought the high de-
liverance, resounicd throughout Arragon,
and:in the. siruggle which ensued for cen-
turies. after, against Moorish dominion and
conquest, rio ‘hands were readier with lance
and blade, and.no hearts glowed with-more
zeal; than the lands and hearts of the cloie-
tered KNiguTs OF CALATRAVA..

‘THE BUCCANEER.

The eails were filled, and fair the light winds blew,

- A# glad to wdft him from’big native home; * '~
As fast tho white rocks faded from' hig view.~~Harolde.
Whilst our country was yet in its, infan.
¢y, and but a short time previous.to-the
commencement of that ever memorable.
struggle which. terminated in the political
separation of the colonies from the. mother
.country, there_cruised: off the shore. of the
West India Islands,a: Rovér, known by, the,
-name of the Black Buccaneey, o name giy--
en to him from the colour - of his vessel,
'whose exterior was painted hlacl, the hats
ter to be, screaned from. obsarvation whan
the. Government, cruisers obliged him t¢

Iseck shelter aud concealment amongst the

-creeks and inlets of the islands.

Rumor had widely disseminated the dar-
ing exploits of this notorious Buccaunneer,
whose illicit proceedings were principally,
ifnot exclusive directed against the flag of
Great Britain ; but his enmity to that na-
tion not only proved detrimental to their
commerce, but- also acted suppressively to
ours, as we,. at that time, acknowledged al-
legiance to the country, from whose op-
pressive enthralment our illustrious fore-
fathers subsequently emancipated them-
selves and their posterity. ] '

Uuaparalleled success had hitherto invar.
iably attended.the most  desperate actions
of this man, and his numerous captuves at
length called the attention of the British
Governor, who- fitted out a vessel for the.
express purpose.of freving the ocean of one.
who proved so great a scourge to. the com-
mercial interest of G, Britain and.its depen-
dencies. The command of this vessel was,
entrusted lo an experienced oflicer, and we.
sailed from the United States Colonies with
orders to let notking with our time ard du-
ty, until we had accomplished tho-object of:
our expedition. L .

At sunrise, on. the- fifth morning. subse-
quent to our departure; we discovered:a.
vessel to leeward. Orders were instantly
given to bear down, when after an hour’s-
sail, we discoyered her to.be a foretopsail
schooner, lying low in the waler, andsha-
ping her coursé south-westerly. While,
she peiceived it was. our. intention .to hail,
she woreround. and lay to, awaiting.our
approach.

As we drew. near I hadan.opportunity:
of examining:her more minutely, and eve~
ty one op board. asserted that:che was;ths:

most beautiful craft they. had ever be;

.



