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ing the smartest tailor cloths shown. Striped cheviots, clf)ths in ;:vy
blue and white, and black and white and grey, are novelties thfat | ;e
been taken up by high-class houses. There are a mfmber of clot ;
with a zibeline surface on to which plain figures are introduced, an

white “*snowflake " effects on mixed tweed grounds are shown excl:;
sively by one house, these bearing but faint resembla..nce to t(li:e .':)th
woolens manufactured under this name. We were muntziila;.teto w:he
canvas fabrics during the past season, anc.ier thiiy ‘::gtsm o e

fore, but more closely woven and heavi e o
number of those I have come across have a blac

small conventional design in the canvas weave, .but in bl:ci
on a colored ground. Again, we see this weave in .conjunc 1ot
with matelasse effects, which, I suppose, must be consxde'red ng;aa
novelties, though they are but a revival of very old favorites. | tg:
mantles, as well as for carriage pelisses, silk and v4v001 matelass.e clo
in black and colors are being shown; the latter in dark combmatlon;
and in most delicate shades for opera Wraps, cream and go!d, t;l:e ar;n
white, pink, or heliotrope, are charming mixtures, tl}e design : :ngth
silk with a woolen basket ground. Silk and moha1.r enters into iy e
f a number of the most modish fa.bl'lCS. The be}s‘ et
weave again comes out in that striking matelase skirt clotllll. asz:ila:
novelty, which is woven with bright yarn, and has a c elc : wog()l
formed from a contrast color on the dark ground. Tm.se an yoo
broches are new, as are the chine zibelines with .ﬁoral demg;s, .ans o
many of the black checks bright»colore:fl m:z;:ll}x; s«:ff:{:atssax;t i)::d epare
in si ear. Yet those who cater jor
:J[;di;:xitzgg right in their opinion that the.z best and snlxa}:teset :;fnseszs
will be selected from plain doeskin or Venetians such as I hav ,
or from the open coarse hopsacking.
T ——————
OUR AUSTRALIAN LETTER.

A very curious controversy has raged for the past th n:so ':115‘:
over the financial statement of this colony. The Prem:ie:i o (t)he ear
Treasurer, in his budget speech, claimed that he rounde dufo mze n
with a surplus of over three hundred thousz'md unnds, ::;n COE o
the money was actually -in the bank.  His cmlcs';nt- 2tl aferred
them were of his own party, but not his followers, as distin tz eed
that he was all wrong, and as a matter of fact, ‘he lfladdge‘i::e continue
by a million of pounds sterling. So warmly did t y bankers asking
in its uncertainty, that the Premier wrote to the leadlng. : fere. The
them to decide, but these discreet gentlemen refused to lm zrrin : book-
whole matter was in reality a war of words an-d not }) - 1:3blicg works
keeping. In the past, estimates carried expenditures 1or DAL T/l )
that had three years to run. Thus, an appropriation ot proposed
was good up to the end of 1895. The 'present szemn: " lFsystem
to change all this and introduce what it termedf tﬂf Sp:ar for which i;
whereby an appropriation expired at the end © etzrt with a clean
was granted. To do so, the Premier said he n‘mst s e & million
sheet, and he got Parliament to empo.wel' l'.nm w0 toears It turns
of pounds to wipe off a standing deficit aga1n§t past y thoil n as he
out the most of the million was e"pen.ded t:ls :se;'s’ in 18%3. His
claims, on appropriations passed by b pr?i ecet have expended all
opponents contend that his predeces§0r5 woul r(;othat by doing so, he
of these sums if they had remained in office, an | ha;' to make, and
really saved soms expenditure which he would, 3"ecoums and ot o
therefore, these should be charged to last year's :c d‘scuS:'r,iou in the
those of 1893. The new system will prevent SuC lof things here,
future, but the incident illustrates the conservaf}s;:beingintroduced,.
when it is only to-day dtha.t ;llle "t;io‘t) Eg;:zsi§:$s + better condition of

ne thing is undeniable— - i
Chinge than was antcipated. This is the case in all the solonlss Bt
Victoria. They all closed .the :;?ci:::‘ rﬁf“‘;:yw:evenu: went badly

ictoria, W :
g;;i::{ug_?;;:: c::(:t:’ lfnay be taken as evidencedthat tr; :1;1:033";
taken a turn for the better, and though the \lpw:r 15::g and favoral’)le
appears to be certain. The drought hzstrbeen i
i g e e o

heels of the collapse of 1893 there followed a drought that in this colony

duced its export of wool
illion sheep and lambs‘. re ‘
:?Zzgi;l:c{:%t:o?s;nd bales, and made it an enormous importer of

i of great resources. The failures have
{::111 fl:‘:d:t::l’:;kc:::lks; :rl:ngighegr than a year and a half ago, and
trade is generally sound. ¢ two thousand

i mer had on board a cargo o :

tonsT;ii?:taiaé:g;l;::egaoods. Her holds v.vere fu.ll,h ml('jk:l:; s:al::;
not x"equired for passengers were used for storing freight ; e 0;] ind
then a considerable quantity of mu.ch needed goods f\lver Jeft on the
wharf. The bulk of the cargo consisted of wheat and o:sro; N
toba. As this line has not been able tc? mee‘t the gemann e oen
for space, goods are now coming here via China an Japan,

composition o

line taking it from Vancouver to Hong Kong, and then by a line of
Chinese steamers to this port.

Canadian productions are now finding their way to Australia by
nine different routes. I have previously referred to the great import-
ance of studying this freight problem. It is not only as respects rate,
but time is an important element to be considered. A Canadian firm
who could not get enough space for an important consignment of goods
via Vancouver, had offers to land them here in sixty days from New
York, and accepted the proposal. The goods have now been three
months en route from the factory, and will not be here for five weeks
yet. This is a serious matter for the firm, as it has prevented orders
promised from being filled,’and has completely upset its business for the
time. Itis likely to go back again to the Vancouver route if space
can be had.

It is anticipated that the third ship of the Canadian-Australian line
will leave this port on her first trip in January next. The sailings will
then be every fourth week instead of monthly as now, and will alternate
with the Frisco line, making a fortnightly mail. This will shorten cor-
respondence by two weeks and very much facilitate business.

The last steamer brought out not only the largest but the most
varied shipment of Canadian goods yet reaching this port. As passen-
gers, it also brought the representatives of three manufacturing firms
who are now diligently at work. Two represented, besides other articles,
makers of bicycles, making four Canadian factories now represented
here ; the third was from a drug house in the interest of patent medi-
cines. Three Canadian drug houses have their travellers here. One
representative who has been here for some time has secured a good
business. The others are laying the foundations as yet.

The Government of this colony have given an order to have their
public schools equipped with Canadian desks. Heretofore they have
been locally made, and 73 get this order required a great deal of
patience and perseverance, and was a pretty good testimonial to the
character of the goods. If they had not been immensely superior to
those in use they would not have been ordered. Travellers from the
United States have attempted to introduce desks into the colonies, but
have failed.

Canada is becoming better known than heretofore, but there is
much to be done still. A Canadian went to enter a considerable lot of
goods from Canada at the customs. As it was his first transaction an
officer of the Department kindly offered to fill up the paper. When
coming to the blank for place of origin, the official was told ‘' Canada.”
‘“Ahyes,” hesaid, * that is part of America,”” and he calmly filled inthe
blank * United States,” and if the Canadian had not insisted upon
Canada being substituted, ** United States " it would have remained.

W. B.
Sydney, Sept. 10th, 1896.

EXPERIENCE DOES IT—SOMETIMES.

* I began business life young,” said the proprietor of the store as
he put his hand on the shoulder of a little lad who had just come in,
and asked with a kind smile what he wanted to buy. * You see, I had
saved up eight dollars, when yet quite a boy, which sum I invested,
and I made four dollars profit with it. That was my first venture—
my first commercial experience. 1 was able to manage those eight
dollars successfully. Then I launched out with the twelve, and in a
week had made those twelve up to sixteen. Not so good .profit as the
first off-go, but still fair—I wish it were possible now-a-days to get
such profits. Again I had handled capital -this time one-half larger
than the last I had made it earn; my experience was equal to the
handling of twelve dollars. This encouraged me; I invested once more,
and in a few months I found my little business had grown, my profits
keeping pace with it, for I managed it myself and was not killed out
with competition. Soon my little trade enabled me to buy a hundred
dollars worth, and my capacity grew accordingly, for I continued to
make profit on the larger scale. Unconsciously I was learning week
by week, not only how to handle goods, do you see, but how to handle
customers. And one thing I recognize now—and many merchants
would be better off if they did the same—is that my experience kept
pace with my capital. What I mean is this: When I had used m&
first eight dollars I had eight dollars’ experience in merchandising a¢ a
profit. Then when I had acquired a capital of fifty dollars I had learned
bow to handle fifty dollars profitably. And so on into hundreds and
thousands. Now, some of my neighbors, in different lines of trade, have
been doing business these thirty years. Some have succeeded, but
more have failed, and the reason they failed was, in my judgment, that
their experience was not equal to the scale of their business—one .
moment, please."” *

The proprietor darted off to serve a lady who had quietly entered,
and whom the clerks either had not seen or were too busy'to wait upon.
He had learned how to wait upon two or three customers at once, this
man (who, I admiringly say, is one of the best salesmen I ever knew),



