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Finances of British Columbia Municipaliti
Reduction in Tax Arrears a Favorable Feature-Revenue and Expenditure Account
Shows Surplus asjConiparedlwith Deficits of [Previous Years-Slnking Funds Neeci
Adjusting - Shortage has Grown s'to Large Figurel- lni Utilities Electric Llght
Makes Satisfactory Showing, but Waterworks and Sundries Have Failen Behind

'ATISTICS of the finances of British Columbia munici-
palities for the year ended December 31, 1919, have Just

i issued by Robert Baird, inspector. In conimenting on
report Mr. Baird makes the following remarks-
"The report is of particular interest iu view of tha fact
in the year 1919 the first serious effort was made to

r up the large amount of arrears of taxes outstanding,
h of which was on account of the extent of the accumu-
in rapidly becoming uncollectable. The amending act of
ire-enacted ini whole the taxation and tax-collection pro-
)ns of the "Municipal Act," and provided for a compul-
annual tax sale and also for the obtaining of a tax sale
without delay and at very littie cost. The full resuit

bis policy will not be seen from the figures of the. first
, of which we have complete record; the arrears of taxes
r a decrease, the decrease being from $14,631,216 at the
of 1918, to $12,094,121 at the end of 1919. The figures
miitted aIse show that the moneys actually recelved ex-
the expenditures bv $1.119.670. For a number of years

parison of the distribution of the investments sh
account mentioned has not improved; but a su
crease in holdings of Dominion of Canada bondi
able feature:

1919.
Dominion of Canada war bonds .... $7,007,512
Mortgage......... ............. 278,704
Debeutures of the municipalities ... 4,558,523

Total debenture debt of the cities at the
was $72,581,126, while the total debt was $79,800,
pared with $73,164,612 and $82,388,002 at the
previous year. Total debt of the. districts amoui
496,152, and the debenture debt $22,160,488, E
with $23,912,456 and $21,855,497. On the whol
some improvement.
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