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outl Dy the two ape commanders.

whie 1nspecting sume wagons we were
going To L.re sur our Ctramsport, L was
clOWL & Comiorcabie sort ot covered um-
DULANCEe Witk UWOU Ll jalge wmules, whicn
rejoiced in tThe unames respectiviy o1
T Uewuney ' sud t werd,” ailer the Lt
Governor ana s secretury, und was in-
lormeu by vpe o1 my stall vbat this alfuir
was meaut 1or Yy use ou che march, Much
wluused &t tue ey, 1 ussured my inior-
want that L ntenued to ride or mulich,
anu uness i1l or wounded should certain-
1Y 1ot troubie " Pewuney > and “ Keid”’
to urug wme about. '

A vaptain prench, who had been in the
Irish Muicia, procuer vi o uistinguished
urcihilery oncer, cume tvo me during the
uyy unu oilcred To raise 4 small parcy
01 sCouls Irom amopl che settiers 14 tho
neighbornoou 01 rorv Qu’Appeile. He had
tatery been an oincer i the mounted po-
1ce, 1n whicn 1orce ne bore u very high
churaccer jor inteuigence and pluck, und
hau no¢ long lert 1v 10r the purpose ol
wurrying and sectuing in the Qu'appelte
vailey. He was nuturally well acquuint-
¢d with tpe lndiuns and vee country, and
us 1 knew that Louiton could not be with
me for some aays, 1 accepted his otfer,
und authorised pim to raise at once 20
or 30 men 1rom awong the sevtlers of tue
neighbourhoou, the wmen to receive five
uouars & day aud find their own horses.
French succeeded in getting together u
very urst-rate party of about 30 meun,
wear mounted aud armed with repeating
Winchesters, in tniee or four days, and
joined me at rort Yu’'Appelle. There were
several wmean o1 guud birth among this
party, among them being the Hon. M. Gii-
iord and Hon. K. Fiennes, and the whole
of them did good service, French, Gitjord
and Fiennes being especially useful and
bard-working. ‘the two )atter were
principally used by Lord Melgund and
wysell a8 oruerly oilicers, sometimes rid-
ding long distances by themselves at
great personal risk. .

We had a good deal of telegraphing
during the duy, which was cold and raw,
o great deal of snow falling. N

A great many reports were rife about
the lndians rising, and about the strength
of the balf-breeds under Riel.. I may say
here, that during the whole campafgn f
was constantly receiving irom different
parts of the country most alarming re-
ports, some of them coupled with pitiful
guests for troops, or arms and ammuni-
tion. A great many of these reports were
exaggerated. At first I was rendered
very uneasy, especially us it would have
required at least 5,000 men, and the same
number of arms with ammunition to
comply with their requests, but I soon
began to find out that, at this crisis, ex-
aggeration was a ‘* prairie peculiarity,”
and at dast I named these stories and re-
ports *“ Nor'-Westers,”” and' it came to be
a joke in my force about *‘ the General’s
horror of Nor’-Westers.” '

On the morning of the 30th March, 1
sent off, under command of Lt. Colonel
Houghton, a wing of the 90th Regiment,
140 strong, and one nine-pound gunm, and
20 men of the battery to Fort Qu'Ap-
pelle, an old Hudson Bay post about 18
wiles off on our road. As it was their
first march, I sent two or three empty
magons with them, to give the men a
lift occasionally. Captain Bedson drove
me over to Fort Qu'Appelle that after-
noon in & ‘ buck-board,” a: peculiar(siort
of carriage, of simple construction, used
in the country. I found the party had
arrived quite fresh, though the marching
bad been heavy, owing to the slushy snow.
The occasional lift in the carts had been
very acceptable to the men.

Fort Qu’Appelle is really ounly aclus-
ter of wooden buildinge eurrounded by a
stockade, but 8 emall town has grown
up around §t. It lies on & small river
running through & broad valley with
bigh land on each side of it. The river
just here widens out into two or three
small 1akes, the acenery being very fine.

The place owes its name to a curious
echo which the valley is said to posseces.
Mr. Archie McDonald, the Hudson Bay
factor there, entertained us at luncheon,
and we made arrangements with him for
the supply of 200 carts to be got in as
soon a8 ipossible, and drove back to
Qu’Appelle. Next day the weather was
very bad, pnd it snowed hard, especially
towards and during the night. Busy
again with telegrams and preparations.
I decided to leave Capt. Swinford at
Qu’Appelle for the present, and apppoint-
ed & Mr. Vnderwood—who had been an
officer in our regular army—supply offi-
cer to tl » column, and a very good offi-
cer hé proved to be. I also escured the
services of a Major Bell, superintendent
of the Bell Farm, near Qu’Appelle, who
was of great aesistance, and did good ser-
vice throughout in procuring and for-
warding carts and forage to the front.
I heard from Ottawa that the following
troops had left for the front: MRoyal
Canadian Artillery, A and B Batteries
(permanent), 13 oificers, 213 N. C. O.’s
and ‘men, 27 horses, 4 guns; Injantry
School Corps, C Company (permanent),
5 officers, 86 N. C. O.s and men; 2nd
Battalion (Queen’s Own), 18 officers, 267
N. C. 0.’s and men ; 10th Battalion (Roy-
al Grenadiers), 71 officers, 250- N. C. O.%s
and men. .

These troops were¢ coming up by Cana-
dian Pacific Railway, though there were
still unfinished gaps in the line to the
east of Port Arthur; but it was thought
better, as & matter of policy, to use our
own line, a8 it untloubtedly was, though
the troops had to cross those gaps under
great difficulties, both of ground and
weather. An extract from the report
to me of Lt. Colonel Montizambert, com-
manding the artillery on ‘'this march,
will give an idea of these difficultiesm and
hardships which were 8o cheerfully borne
by these citizen soldiers, both infantry
and artillery :—

‘ Here began the difficulties of passnig
the gape on  the uncomstructed portion of
the road. About 400 miles between the
west end of the track and Red Rock or
Nepegon, 66 miles from Port Arthur, had
to be passed by a constantly varying
process of embarking and disembarking
guns and stores from flat carsito country
team sleighs, and vice versa. There were
16 operations of this nature in cold wea-
ther and deep snow. On starting from
the ‘west tnd of the track om the night
of the 30th March the roads were found
80 bad that it took the guns 17 hours to
do the Adistance (30 miles) to Magpia
camp. On from there to east end of the
track by team sleighe and marching 20
miles Turther on, on flat cars (uncovered
and open) 80 miles, with the thermome-
meter at 60 deg. below zero. Heron Bay,
Port Munro, McKellar's Bay, Jackfish,
Ishester, McKaye’s Harbour were passed
by alternate flat cars on construction
tracks ; apd, teaming in fearful weather
round ‘the morth shore of Lake Superior,
Nepegon or Red Rock was reached on the
evening of the 8rd April. The men had
had no sleep for four nights.”

On the 81st March, which was a bitter
cold day, with heavy snow towards the
cvening, I devoted myself to organizing
and telegrapbing, and on the 1st April,
to my great satisiaction, Lord Melgund
arrived from the East. He was an old
Guardsman, and ws I knew, had been
lately serving with mounted infantry in
the field. I had telegraphed to him to
say T Bhould be glad ii .be would join me,
if his Excellency Lord Lansdowne could
spare him for a time from his duties ae
Military Secretary. His Excellency most
kindly and thoughtfully did spare him,
aud I received the most chereful and va-
luable support and assistance from Lord
Melgund (now the Earl of Minto) during
the whole time he was with me. I ob-
served on that morning several strangers
in the little hotel, and was soon enlight-
ened as to their business. They were
newspaper torrespondents, four being

Capadian, and one a Yankee. As rc-
gurds them and their after proceedings,
1 ‘may pay here that the Canadians were
anxious to dvu, and did do, their work
honestly and fairly according to their
lights, with one exception, though I was
obliged to send himn awgy from my camp.
The Yankee reporter. was all right at
lirat, ‘but latterly fell off aud got rather
wild in his statements. They were all
more ‘or less handicapped by the novelty
of ‘their positions as war correspondgnts,
and ‘when I was obliged to decline con-
tiding all my information and intentions
to ‘them, they were more or less inclined
to attribute it to my not knowing my-
self what I was going to do! 1 must,
however, except one of the Canauians,
& Mr. Chambers, whom I always founu
to be reasonable and satisfied with what
I could teil him. Later on we were
joined by the well-known Mr. Henty, as
correspondent of the Stundard, which
was the only English paper that condes-
cended to send a war correspoundent to
us; however, w¢ could not have had o
better ‘represeutative oi the English
press. R S
During this and the following “day, I
received rather slarmiug news from Bat-
tleford, the mounted police ‘oificer in
command there beipg evidentiy a pes-
simist, and from what I could gatherI
did not believe Battleford was in such
danger as he described, but I telegraphed
to Lt. Col. Herchmer, at Regina, to hurry
on to Battleford with his purty of mount-
od police und vie mountain gun. .
The next day, the 2ud, I left Qu’Ap-
pelle at 8.30 a. m. with the other wing
of the 90th, and the other gun of the bat-
tery, and arrived at Fort Qu'Appelle at
12.15 p.m. after a longish anu sloppy
march owing to the melting snow, as it
was @ fine sunshiny dany. The men in
t}xis case also were assisted by occasional
lilts in wagouns. They campell with the
others, and my staff and seif put up at
the hospitable abode of Mr. MecDonjpid,
the ‘Huuson Bay factor.
The next day, the 3rd, I had *¢ my
army " out early at blank cartridge fir-
ing, to sce how our stecds would stund
it, and found that they neariy all stood
the firing well, chargers as well as
draught horees. I then tried a little
urill with the 90th, which they went
through very well, cousidering they had
had very little training of any sort, the
regiment having been formed quite lately
by Lt. Col. Kennedy, who had gone to
Egypt with the Canadian boatwmen, and of
whose sad death by smallpox we were 8o
soon to hear. After tho drill wus over
I went down the ranks of the 90th, and
questioned each man, and found that many
ol them had never fired g rifle, somo
even had never fired a weapon at all.
This‘ wag not & cheerful look-out after
receiving Lt. Col. Irvine's telegram to
Mr. Dewdney, dwelling on the excelince
of the shooting of the bali-preeds, and
that my force should be 1,500 atrong, and

anohter message from the same to the
sume, which one of my telegraphic oper-
ators intercepted, to the following effect:
‘“ Matters are in a very critical state— .
feel confident all Indians will join rebels
il immediate steps arc unot tuken ; 1,500
wen gufficient if immediptely sent in,
otherwiso several thousand will be re-
quired. Teton Sioux roaming the coun-
try oun the warpath,” &c.

I ordered the regiment to parade for
ball-practice in the afternoon, some of
their men themeelves making and putting
up threec movable targets with marker’s
butts in the meanwhile. I here discover-
¢d, in the haudiness and capability of the
Inen as workmen, a superiority in the
Canadian militiamen over our regular
eoldiers.
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To be Continued.



