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BREVET PROMOTION.

T HE feeling against the special brevet promotion of officers of
the permanent corps, first strongly expresscd in Toronto and

Montreal, is being re-echoed from every part of Canada. l)aily
and other papers of ail shades of poiitics hav'e spoken editoriaiiy
agai nst and have ridicuied nie schieme. \Ve have not yct heard
of one writing in favor of it.

The Toronto Telegram had this to sa>' Iast week :IThe more
one rea(ls and hears about the recent brievet promotion miistake, the
more one is surprise(l that the Miîîister of Milîfia allowed imiself to
be persuaded into signing it. It is not hard to see the reason and
why a few men at Ottawva wereanxious for its adoption, or even to
imagine these sanie men persuading (;eneral Gascoigne that it wvas
a grood move. The General bad nothing to lose politically oi- an),
other way. The Minister of a ncw Governinent, fr-oîn whiclh evcry-
body expecte(l so inuch in the interests of the iiilitia,had everything
to lose, and1 if reports are to be depended upon, lie lias succccded
a(lmirably. Fie cannot say that hie wvas flot waîiîed. A hastily
converie mîeeting of '1oronto officers wvas fortunate enougrh in grain-
ting the car of Mr. Lotint, the Goveriiiient memiber foi' Centre
Toronto, just about the trne thc order wvas being carried inito cffect.
Mrli. Louint sa"' at once the dlang<er, in that bis part>' lad nothing to
gain and ceii mcli to lase, lie also saw that the interests of the
militia ivcre at stake, and ver> gencrously sent anl urgent despatch
to the Mýiniister rc(questing Immi to 1101(1 the niatter ovcr uintil at Ieast
the truc feeling of the for-ce could be obtained. ''isw~as flot (jonc.

Now~ it appears that a large mnajority of the permanent corps
officers tliemselves are strongly opposc<I to the order. lt is safe to
sa>' thiat not a dozen ot'iccrs of that corps are ilease(I wIthi the niew
state of tliing,,s, and it NvoIld be a generous act on the pbart of those
whlo have l)cen proiiiotcd and( antedlated, ta rc(Iucst the Nlinistcr oif
NI ilitia ta wvithlria% thceir promlotionis. It is currenîl>' repjortcd tlîat
those who have i)cci guiity of nîiisleadIing, tic autliorities ii tlîis
iiiatter- w~ill pa>' the penialty b>' iosîng tîicr own offictial has
'l'lie), are tiot hard to discover ; ini fact, tlicv sav that (lie ýNlI isî,r

couild whistle then ail in froin his office %vin idow~

An oflicer in Toronto %viio lias 1 loti. D)r. l'oirdenis conI îd(CnCC,
tOid THE GAZETT'îE tlîat i'm iacvthe ýNI inistcr liad an iiklitiîg
îlîat thiere wvas somctiinivnrw'oli" lie wvired ta O ttawa ta stol) the

getieral orde,'. It wvas too late, however ; it wvas rushed through
with tundue haste.''

The oflicers of the Quebec D)istrict on the afternoon of Satur-
dav, Nov. 21i, met the lion. D)r. Ilordeîî, Minîster of Militia
andl Lcfence, and( Col. l>aniet, I epuity Mlinister, at the Brigade
office, ini response to thc invitation to comniiiiicate wvitlî hiun on
miatters ai)pertaining to tic general welfare of the foi-ce wvhich the
Minister issuced at the recent garrison dinnier.

Sonie 25 officers wvere j)resent and subiiitte<I several matteis
for the consideration of the MNinister. Aniongr others lweseîit were:
Lieut. -Col. Geo. Roit Whîite, Majors G. È. A. Jonces and J. S.
D)unbar, Capts. WV. J. Ray, WV. C. 1-. WVood, 1-1. J. L.amb and WV.
1-1. l)avidson, anid Licuits. l'. R. Hle, R. J. l)avidson, J. J. Sharp-
les, ai(l A. E. Swift, of the Sti Royal Rifles ; Lieut. -Coi. T. A.
ILI Roy'. Miajor L F. l'inault, of the oth WL ;tt. ajor L A.
liuilon, Ouebec (;arrison Artiilcrv ;Lieut. -Col. L G. D)esjardins,
i 7th 1)'at.; Major L N. Laurin and Capt. F. A. O' Farreil and A.
(le L. l>anet, of thc 87th Batt.; Capt. I'rnest F'. \Vurtcle, R. 0. andl
otiiers.

'l'ie first mnatter brouglît up1 was that connected witl he now celc-
bi)rtedl (;cral <)rdeî' NO. 73. Several offncers poiîîtcd out llow ini
tlicir opiion it wvas calcuiated to beuiefit the pcrniîancîit corps
ot'iccrs at the ceese of the othcî's, and thiat ini fact it %vas cqual to
an injustice. lIn viciv of the objections whiclî lîad i)cCu takeu
agaîinst tlîis order ini Tloronto, MN-ontreai and elsewlierc, (>uebec Nvas
siinifly asking thiat the matter be iookcdl full' inito, and if tlîeir
views wcerc correct tlîat sonie nieasuire sliould be takzen ta rectify'
tic saine. After the expressioni of opinion of scvcu'ai ol'ikces, UIl
lin. the NMinister iniforuîîcd those present that the < eierai Officer

Conîîiiiaîiding liad assuncd ail rcspoiisibility for the issue of' Ibis
order, and( "'as i)rclarc(l ta assert liîat it was donc in the iiitcrest of
thic perniiaidmît corps, anid iiiout ail> detrinienitai effect to the rcest
of tic iiiltia. 'l'lie liou. (gctîtlc'nîaiî furtIhcr statcd tlîat if it couid
liot be slîown' ta l)e suicti as is claiuîîed for ît, lie %.nild be ire-
pal cd to caîîicci the order. ( )fticers iîavîiîi' v'îws oui tiîis îîîatter
and feeliii.« ticisCil'C3iiiijuIrC( liad better conînîuîîîncate the saine to
lleadq uarters, aiid i'e(Iuest tlia the j ust i(ce of the or(ici ini (1eCtio ii

bc iîiade clear, anîd u'cuiove UIc feeling whiichi i gradisalIlgrwuî
strouiger tlîat mialters arc nlot bi)cig couiduucd il, a miannler ta bcilefit.
the force as a wvhole.
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