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GOSSIP 0F TH.E MILITIA.
Formai Opening of the Royal Sehool of Infantry

at London.
Adescription of the Institution -Critique on the Armament of the Canadian

Artilery-A handsomne gift fromn the M. G. A. ta the Vics -Changes
in the officers of the Guards-The lacrosse club ôf the 9oth.

I NIMATION bas been received tlint Lieut. I>udley W. Ridout, wbo affer graduat.
JLing front the Royal Miliîary College, Kingston, in 1885, accepted a lieutenancy in

the Royal Engineers, has jusi been promoted ta a position on the engineers staff ai ihe
war office,

The lacrosse club in connectian witb ihe 901h Rifles, Winnipeg, bave iarrned a
coînpany ta be iacorporaîed under tbe naine af the Ninetietb lPark Association, with a
capital ai $to,ooo, ta acquire and maintain a park for the purposes of the club.

London.

L ONDON'S Royal Scbaol afInIaantry baving been opene(l ounMonclay of this
week, sonie particulars concerning the institution, and "D" conpany <of the

iaiantry corps in connection witb ibese schools, will nutlbe oui af place. l'le 1*Fu.:.1'RMsS offMonday morniag contained an intercsting accouai ai a visit paid by one oi
its reporters, tagether wiîh a brief historical preface as follows:

" Some eighît or -ten years ago the question of establishing schooIs for ilitary
instruction in infantry manoeuvres was rnooied in tfic J)omiinion ll>rliaiiîenî. Tie
question was favourably discussed at thrcc or four succceding sessions af the Ilouise,
but for good and sufficientreasons action on tlie motion for their establishmnent wvas
deierred. In the Parliament Of 1882-83 tbe motion ta institute a series of schools oif
this class, as the country miigbi develop a need for thcmi, ivas iniro(luce( b3' Sir
Adolphe Caron, the Mfinister ai Miltitia, and passed the Ilouse withaut dissension.
The nexi year (1883) "A" conpaay was formied and staiioned nu Fredericton, Ncw
Brunswick. In tbe fal aif the saine ),ear another conipaay vas recruited and givran
headquarters in Quebec province. The next sunn'er the firsi inianiry school iii
Ontario was established ai Toronto and desigaated "'C" scbool. hi soon hccamie
apparent ta those in authority that the institution namced was not ai aIl adequate to the
aeeds ai such a large Proviuce, and an Order-in-Cotuncil was issued two years ago for
an additioaal company to he statiothed in ibis ciîy, as the rilitary, as well as coin-
inercial1, centre ai ihe wcstern peninsula. Sa much by Nvay ai introductian.

IN THE. bARRACKS.

The reporter, aiter passing the main guard, was sbown to the Commianlanî's office,
and courteously rcceived by Col. Smith. In traversing the imnmense institution the
Colonel explajned the necessity ai each departient in bis thorough.going style. The
first aparîment visiîed was the store rooni, the shelves on either ai the four walls and
tables ia ibe centre ai whicb were piled wiîh uniiormns, uaderclothing, boots, heints
and the other requisites.

"0f wbat does an outfit consisi?" inquirecl tbe reporter.
"When a man enliss he is furnisbed with a cloîh îunic for parade, a twveed tunic

for lounging around in, a pair af pants, two grey flannel shirts, two beavy undershirts,
a pir ai top boots, a cap and a helmet, pair ai mitis, a fork, kanife, spoon, razor and
uther small articles."

IIHow often is ibis outit renewed ?"
"The original outfiî is made to do duty for the tbree years of enlistinent," replied

the Colonel.
"Vau speak ai îbree years' enlistinent. Daes that meni bat the soldiers are

givea instruction for tbat period, or are îhey regular saldiers in tbe proper sense ?
IIThey are regular soldiers," was the reply. 'II arn glad you put thnt question,

for a misapprebension seeins te have gone abroad as ta the relation of the regular staff
ta the school, canveying the idea ta the general mind that these mn have sinply
enlisted for that terni ta graîify their innate desire ta becaine soldiers. They iorni the
nqcletis ai a Canadian standing army, and may he called upon tu do service in any part
orîhe Dominion ai a marnen's notice in case ai an emergeacy, as was instanced in the
North-West rebellion ia 1885, when "C" company was the first ta be placed under
orders te proceed ta the seat ai the disturbance. But the priiary and estensible olject
ai ibis corps is ta afford proper instruction ta officers, non-commnissioaed officers ancd
men ai theactive militia of the cùountry wbo wisb ta nake thenselves mare proluinent
in the service."

THE bl.N 'S QUARTP.RS.

The nexi roonis visited were the barracks where the men ire quartered. In each
ai ibese are fifteen iran bedsîeads, wbich are iolded up during the day tinie. On a
shehi, wbich ruas round a room, are siored the cloîbing and nlicknack ai the men. Ih
is the interition sbartly ta. provide boxes in whicb ta store this clothing, whiclu till tend
ta give the room a more tîdy appearance.

On eniemng thefirsi ai the harrack rorns the Colonel mnade a close scruiiny ni the
belts and clatbing ai the men, whicb were exhibited an the sheli, and fastencd hiseycs
an one which had net been.properly pipeclayed.

"Whose is that?" was asked ao Sergi. Burnbam.
"Privae--. sir. I have insîructecl hlm tu have thei cleaned hi' to-rnorraov

mornîng"'bis dilatoriness must lie checked ai once. Report biîn, and we wlfl have him
put on the gaies io-nigbt."

A visit was paid ta the other barrack raarns, but in eacb ai these cvcrything was
iotind in gaod order. As soon as passible the naines ai the occupants ai the lieds will
be emblazoned over them, and thus facilitaite the work ai inspection hy the officers.

On entering the kitchen two red-coats were observed cuîîing -,are cold ment for
hash. Passing tbrougb ibis the dining.romi of tbe men was entered.

'Is it custamary ta allow ail the men ta mess togeiber in ibese institutions ?" was
again queried.

"Well, no. They generally mess in ther own room, but ibe architeci macele-o
vision for such a roomn here, and we utilize it, the Colonel replied.

:'Do you consider tbis tbe betier method?"' was again asked.
I arn bardly compeicat ta express a definite opinion )just ycî. h hasibeadlvant.

ýb age, bowever,oaienab)ling the men takeep their raoms cleaner an(d is aise more con-
venient."

l'le officers apartmnents were ilexi investigated. The ante-roonm is nîcely furnished
and carpeted. The mess rooni is fitted up with an extension table capable of accom-
niodating twenty-four offictrs. Abovt ibis roomi sleeping apartinents have been
furnisbed for fifteen attacbed omfcers, eacb one heing given a separate room, and ail
fitted up with table, bureau, bed, wardrobe and washstand crtd other convenieuces
which miake tliem very coiortable looking.* The west wing was next gone tbrougb,
but only one or two of tde roorus there have been fürnished.

On enhering the museui he party were treated to a couple of airs on the piano
Iby Pie (George Shields, wbo is the musical direcior of the corps' minstrel troupe.

THE STRENGTH 0F THF. CORPS.

"How niany meà lhave been enlisted up to date, Colonel ?"

«'Forty.seven, liut w-, have aiso îwo sergeanîs aîîached. On Monday the
attached force wilil e increaseci te about ibirty.Iive, six or seven of whoni wiII le

" How long is the termi of instruction?"

«'The reguiar course extends over îhree months, but we aiso have a special pne,
whîch may extend any period between seven days and the regular one. This latter is
for those who bave already madle îhemnselves pioficient in the discipline, but who desire
to take advantage of the lectures in order to enable thém ta pass tbeir exarninations."'

"Voiti propose to increase your regular force to i100 (lu you nat ?"
"Ves; jusi as sonn as possib)le. 1 have been îarticular tu receive only mten of

lirst-class physique, standing ai least five feet eight, and of go(l chesi measurement,
.for there are not many of us and it is weil toeI)resellt aî cre(litable an appearance as
possible on parade." j

The reporter was in dt aci of thanking Colonel Smnith for bis kindness and taking
bis departure when lie was invited tu look ait te celis for reiractory red coats.

'-Of course you wiII hardly ever require these?" wvas remiarked on entering. the
main door.

- We have une of thein ini use now," ivas the reply. "A couple of months ago a
(leserier froin tbe North-Wecst Moutited Police gave bimiself up, and bie is now confined
here awvauing orders froni tbe hJeîarmen."

II1(;RA PHIICAI. SKFI'(,Xl OF.TuE COMMANDANT.

Colonel Sniith is an experienced and pain;taking officer, and bas been connected
wiih the Canadian Militia for lte lasi uhirty y cars. 1lie commencer] bis military career.
as a l)riv'ate in the Cobourg Rifle Coinpauîy, but was aîterward transierred ta the 401h
battalion. When "C" cornpany was organized hie vas appointed captain, whicl'
po-)ision lbe eld uintil hli as pronioted ta the scbool in ibis city. By virtuie of bis
position hie as ihen gazetted lieut. -col. 1lec saw service in the North.West rebellionwih1 "C" ,comparayand wasa Partion af the turne Assistant Adjutant-General ta the North-
WVest field force. Cal. Smith won laurels for biniseli while connecie(I with the Toronto
school. Fie is an entbusiastic soldier and spares no pains te impart instruction te
ihose aîîending the school While bie adhecs strictly to discipline, even to the
imiuuiest details, he'still has a fascinaîing and kîndly dîspositioui whicb makes him
universally popular witb ai] under his commnand. No doubi the London military cadets
wil soon Uc placed in the first rank of proficiency. un<Ier bis direction, and the militia
of tbe western district are tu le congratulateci on the wisclom ar ibe Govèrnment in
niaking ibis appointrnent.

A FrýNE-1.00KJN( IBODY 0F INIEN.
"The non-cominissioned otficers and men of the permanent force," the FRmEE

PIIF.S article concludes, "Pre a splendid-looking lot of young fellows, of fine physique
and pleasing counienances. Already a bealthy spirit of emulation, as to who shalllie
thbe hst canducted on the streets, as wel. as in tbe barracks, secins te have possessed
îhern, and they promise to be worthy citizens of London."

THE SEVENTH FUSILIERS.

The ànnual meeting of the officers of the 7th Battalion was beld ai the Drill Shed
Friday night, eighteen being in attendance. The report of the Finance Cammittee
showed manetary matters ini a flourisbing condition, the balance of cash on band being
$125. The api tenoa Augusi Andersen as handmaster was confirmed, and it was
resolved also t ppita pai(l bugle-major ai $50 a year, an appropriation being made
for that purpse. hi was aiso decided to purchase saine new husbîes te make up a
coînplemienî Of 300. The trne for cornmencing drill ivas set down for the middle of
April. The following commnittees were struck: Finance-Major A. M. Smnitb, Capi.
Builer and Capt. Tracy. Reginienal-'Major J. B. Smytb, Capt. I3eattie and Lieut.
Byrne. Band-Major Garîshore, Capi. McKenzie and Lieut. Hlytenraucb. Mess-
Major A. M. Smitb, Surgeon Niven, Lieut. Fraser and Lieut. Dillian. Special for
receptian ai 5th Scots-Col. Williams, Major A. M. Srnith, Major Garishore, Capi.
Beattie and Capi. Peters. Special for purchase of busbies- Major j B. Smyth, Çapt.
Tracy, Lieut. Byrne and-Licut. Bazan. Rifle-CapI. Tracy, Lieut. Hutchinson, Lieut.
Byrne and Lieut. Baync. Trno

T lE FUNERAL of tbe laie Robert Stobo, whic i ouk place at Scarboro', was
attended hy a large ccncourbe of iriends, who camne te pay the lasi tributes ai

respect to one whose loss is kcecnly felt by ail. I)eccased came te bis death froin a
severe aitack of cold, whicb brought on congestion or the longs. Dîîring, ihe Fenian
raidls of '66 and '67 hie serveci his country as lieutenant in the Scarbororconmpany of
volunteers, now known as No. 1 Of î2th Vork, Rangcrs. Mucb sympathy is expressed
for bis sorrowing wife and fanily.-Eni,ýire.

CANAIAN ARTILLERY ARNIAMENT.

At the lasi meeting ofithe Dominion Artillery Association at Ottawa, the Governor.
General made a speech, a speech front which 1 wisb te take an extraci or two. His
Excellency referred ta a subjeci ai greai importance te the Canadlian artillery,
ineanîng thereby "the recent appointîment by your governiment ai a central defencc
carnmittee, to wbicb a great body afimiîportant questions cancerning tbe saiety of the
Dominion is ta le rcferred.* * 1 need not say that thost, prabîcins, more especially
in se far as tbey have reference ta aur coasi (lefences, clasely concern the artillerymen
ai Canada, and 1 shaîl lie surprised if the labours ai the Cornmittee do nlot bring int
additional prominence the value ai your arm and the importance ai mainîaining for it
a bigh condition ai efficiency."

1 trust that the autharities will net give lils Excellency an opportunity ai being
surprised; bie knows that the bigh condition ai efficiency wbicb bie desires is not to lie
attained by feedinggarrisan gunners on antiquated, storeless guns.

At the lime of <the wiihdrawal ai the Imperial troops, Canada was made a free gift
by the EngIisb authorities ai their existing armaments, wbkbh inciuded ten 7.inch B.
1. R. guns-that wvas about 1871. Since iben, cxclu<ing field guns, we have purcbased
or bave had presented te0 us four 4o.pr. B. L. R. and twenty-nine guas ai ail abter decrip-
tions. A rruly noblle shawing-thirec guns. year and in i ibftese wcwrcpresents.

TRE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE. . [ýTI-1 ÀPRIL, 1888


