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'af‘g'rentt'ﬁpf'iion of !hése"f\;irfx_tihg:; a'f-'g, and ’c'a’p be,
intelligible to'those only.who have -been. well
grounded in Christian doctring, and are as intimate
with allithe mysteries of Christianity, as were thuse
to whom the Epistles of St. Paul, anc of the
other Apostles, were addressed. So far frem
being designed, or fitted to teach Christiamty,
these writings, for the most part, must appear to
those 1o whom the doctrines of that religion are
unknowa, as unmeaning gibberish, aud incoherent

Christ, us given in _the Prolestant Bible—¢ Lio- T
am with you ‘always evezz unto the end of 'the

and that:the speaker was one ‘unworthy of credit.

# Q.—Should not tradition be called in to supple-
ment the Bible 1"
“.ﬂ.__No.M

But what 1s the Bible itself but a .« tradition 1’
that is to say sometiung handed down from gen-
eralion to generation.

world, Amen"—ST., MATT. 28 xx—were a. lie,

How, except by * tradi-
tion,” can any one who has nol been instructed ;

“ not, entitled 'to be treated as Sacred Seripture.
Thus, with thé loss of the'Cburch, the convert to

‘spired and infallivle record of divine truth ; and
be falls back therefore upon pure nature, or nz-
tural reason, as the only guide vouchsafed by
God to ‘man upon earth. He spins his religion
out ‘of himself, from the depths of his moral con-
sciousness ; and to what this may lead a man—
the rehigious history of Germany, England and

Protestantism loses the Bible, as a sacred, m-

‘contact with the hand at ‘all, at the time when
the liquefaction takes place,v the backnied allye
sion of the ntelligent correspondent of the
Herald is worthless. To be relevant, it should
be shown that the hquefaction occurs whep and
ouly when, the phial is held In, or broug,ht in
contact with the hand, or other lLeat radiatip

surface. This cannat be done, because it is we]g]
known that when the phenomenon of liquefaction

occurs, the phial is pot subjected to any manipy-
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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1663,

NEWS OF THE WEBK.

EunorcAN dates are to the 1dth inst. There
;s nothing of importance to notice since our last.

France is remnforcing her Mexican army.—
Prince William of Denmark has formally ae-
cepted the Greek Crown, The “depressed
condition” of lreland has been debated in the
House of Commons on motion to appeirt a Com-
miftee 1o tngdire into 1ts cause.

Affairs in the States seems to be drawing o
a head. The telegraphic Government de-
spatches give glowing details of the encouraging
state of sftairs at Vicksburg and Port Hudson g
but the V. Y. World of the 21st states tha
the Federals were defeated at Port Hudson on
the 12th m a desperate engagement, in which
tbe Confederates left their entrenchments,
charged the enemy, drove Lim from lus fortifica-
tions, and spiked his siege guns, taking 4,000

prisoners.

At the time of penniog our last summary, the
Tederals were in all the ecstacies of one of their
periodical panics, caused by some cavalry raid
into Pennsylvania and Maryland. Siace then,
they recovered from their fears and become -
solent again, as the Confederate cavalry relired,
but at the present moment of writing, matters
bhave assumed the most serious aspect. Lee1s
very evidently passing tbe Potomac and advaac-
ing wn force; the Confederates are fortifying
Majorstown, Maryland, and bold the country be-

tween that place and Williamsburg. They are |

moving oo to the Northern Central Ruilroad,
their ultimate object Leing evidently Baltimore
and Washington City. A large force estimated
at from 25.000 to 40,000 men is also advancing
upon Pitteburgh, Pennsylvasia. The despatches
are very meacre, but of these faets there seems
to be uo doubt. The next few weeks will pro-
bably be the crisis of the campaign. Gen. Lee
seems to be determined’ to force the fzbting
and Sring about engagements which threaten to
decide the war. In the interest of cirilization it
is 1o he hoped ihat the issue of the approaciing
fghts, may noi e doubilul, !
Tie dealt m being very senovsly resisied in
many of the Western States, In parts an!uio,
the peaple Lave gathered together in camps, for-
ffed themsslves and thrown oul pickels 1o resist
the Jdvalt,
Tie Frexcnr CanNapian Missioxary So-
civavls Catrcitisa,—All herebes by their
datly prectice give the lie to the vauat tias ther’s
ix vesentially @ reriptural religion, and that the
Bible 1 the source of their fuith. Orel or cate
cberical, wust always precede scriptural or writ-
ten, education. ftwasso with Chinstianity, whose
Fonsder precched, but did not write, and whose
docirines were first propagated, not by means of
wriiten documents, bat by the oral instructions of
{ie Apostlen,nad of those to whom the latter ful-
parwd suthoriy to teach, Ervery chitd =t the
present day in hke manner obtains his knowledae
of Christianity rom an oral, not from a scriptu-
ral scurce, no malter whether his parents be Pro-
testant or Catbolie; and when at a more ad-
vanced age, the Thble, or colleclion o} writings
to which the Church bhas assigned the pre-emi-
gent title of ®sacred,”” is put into Ius bands, his
rehigious opinions are already formed ; and he
reads the Bible, not to learn for the first time
what Chnistian dactrines are, but Lo find lexts to
prove the truth of those doctrines which by his
parents aud masters he bas already been taught
tobeliere. No man ever derived his first know-
ledge of Christianity from the scriptures ; uo
pon-Catholic sect, no matter how loudly or how
glibly 1t may prate about the Bible alone being
the religron of Protestants, dispenses with cate-
ehetical acd oral instruction ; and there is, we
belinve, no Christian father who takes an interest
in the spiritual welfare of s children, who con-
tents himsell with putting the Bible into their
bands, and telling them—* There is your rehgion,
make the most of it.”” It may seem trivial to
insist upon. those things, yet are they in thew-
selves most important, because buman nature,
being what it 13, oral, must always precede scrip-
toral education. Christianity was, before the

Scriptures were: and tkerefore the latter canoot
" be the source, or onigin of the former. Indeed

, can be hud al this Office;

Far be 1t trom us then to blame the s

catechetical system of instruction in their schools
where they attempt the perversion of ¢ Romusl’

to them, or Lo any teachers of religion; for al

tural.

{i gur wmeasing by exawmple.
| pils at the Pointe auzx Trembles school kept by
the F. C. M. Society for rescuing little clnldren
from the jaws of .Popery. A report of the pro-
ceedings 1s given by the Blontreal TWatness of
the Sth and 9 it and from this report e
propose to make some extracts.  The pupils were
examined in therr Catechistn—the old Protestaut
Cateclism in use amongst the Soupers of Ireland
with the same stereotyped questions and an-
swers, wliel bave doge duty agawst Papery for
the last ceatury ;and therefore we do not pretend
t¢ have discovered anything verv nosel or enter-
1aining in the errors of the French proselytising
sociely. The children seem to have been well
drilled, and to bave, with one exception, gone
through their cateclssm drill with mechanical pre-
cision,  Here are some specimens of the Ques-

{

fions and Answers :—
# Q.—I3 the Pope infallible ?”
# g —=Ng-(od ouly is infailible.”

"This may satsty the infaut mind at Pointe auz
Trembles ; bul in after years the pupils, not con-
tent with repeating, parrot-like, the answers wiich
they have acquired by rote without attaching to
them any precise or definite meaning, may perhaps
carry the same process of reasoaing as that where-
by the infalibility of the Pope 1s overthrown—a
step furtber—when the following would be the
result;—

Q.—Were the writers of the hook called the

Bible infallible ? .
A.—No—God only 1s infallible.

And since ibe argument against the infallibility
of the writers of the brief biographies of the per-
son koown in history as Christ, and of the other
works which make up the New Testament, is
identical with that which in their youth the pupils
of Pownte aux Trembles were taught to look
upon 23 conclusive against the infallibility of (be
Pope—they, 1t is to be presumed, wili reject that
of the evangelists, of St. Paul, and the other re-
puted authors of the New Testament, In so far
as the argument that ¢ God only s infallible” is
conclusive against the infallibility of the Pope, it
is conclusive against the infallibilty of the author
of the Epstle to the Romans—and thus ifit proves
anything agaiust Popery, it 1s fatal to Bibhcal
Christiunity.  Here is another specimen ol evan-
geliea! logiv t—

4 () —What ja the great dilerence between the
Roman Uatholic and Protestant systems ?”

4,9, —~The Roman Cniholic i3 based on the autho-
rity of men, and the Protestant on the Word ol God-”

By the # Word of God” the composers of the
Pointe auz Trembles Catechisis understand a
Peotestant translation of the Bible ; whieh trans-
lation being the work of man, and the Bible it-
sel( having origmally been written by men, can
afford anly a human basis for the Protestant sys-
tem. If to tlus the Protestant leacher respond
that in the writers of the Bible the human and
fallible element was supplemented by a divise, and
therefore infallible element, he w the first place
malkes a statement which it is impossible for bhiw
to prove ; and in the second place, he puts himself
precisely in the position of the Papist.  or the
Jatter, who like (he other recerves the knowledge
of the supernutural order, mediately, not inme-
diately, asserts that the Clurch or wedium
through winch that knowledge has been transmu-
ted 10 him, 1s divinely assisted, and because
divmnely assisted, 1s inlallible upon those matters
which she has been appointed to teach. The
great, the one difference belween the Catholie
system and the Protestant system is this—That
the Catholic system s bzsed upon the hypothesis
that Clrrist being a divine teacher, appointed as
the means for the propagating and perpetuating a
knowledge of the truths by Him revealed, a body
of teachers, or Church to whom He gave the
cotmumission to teach all nations, and with whom
He promised to be present all days, even to the
consummation of the world—1ihus guaranteeing
1o them immumty from errorin the matter of their
teachings. Thus what Protestants predicate
of certain writings, exclusively, Catholics pre-
dicate of the teachings of the Church, to wit
—that they are the «“ Word of God.”—
Were it possible to prove that these te'achings
were not the * Word of God,” and were there-

waddlers
of Canada for that they too have resource to the

children. No other mode of procedure is open

rehgion, in is inception, must be oral, not scrip-
If then we criticise the French Canadian
Missionary Socicty’s Catechisin for the use of
the children at Pownt -auz Trembies, 1t isnot io
the manner or mode of teaching that we take ex-
ceplion, but to the matter, We will illustrate

There bas been a public examination of the pu-

what wrilings it is composed ? how, except by

?
¥

of its contents be proved ?
ditton, and by oral (radition, that the Apostles
and first preacliers of Christianity, propagated
their doetrines? and as it to expose the absurdi-
lies and dishonesty of Protestantisin, does not the
authorised Protestant version of the Bible re-

our. emstle”—TI. Thess. 2 xv. 7 All knowledge |
not immediately acquired, reaches us only through ‘-
tradition : and of ali means of transiitung the |
kuowledge of past events, that of a wide-spread !
oral tradition is the most eflicacious, and the least f

liuble fo corruptien.

We single out these questions and auswers
from the Pownte aux Trembles Catechism, be-
cause they explain a plenomencn insisted upon and
deplored by our contemporary, in the same issue of
bis paper as that in which he proudly records the
progress of the I, C, Missionaries in uprooting
Popery in Liower Canada. The plienomenon 1s
this : that the tendency of modera Protestantism 1s
to infidelity, and that that tendeucy 1s strikingly
displayed in the actual conditien of the Protestant
or non-Cathohe communities in France. Protest-
antism, in short, in that country 1s running s natu-
ral course, that course which, should the efforts of
the F. C, M. Society prove successful, Protest-
antism would inevitably run in Lower Canada.—
"This course is thus described by the correspondent
of the N. Y. Chrastian Advocate and Journal,
quoted by \he Montreal Witness of the Sthinst. :

 Wo are obliged to acknowledge that anti-Chris-
tinu tendencies are definieg themselves more clearly
every day. Infidelity among us is gradually laying
aside all the circnmliocutions in which she has been
accustomed prudently to wrap ber bold negatiops.
The style with which she reinvests herself varies with
the classes of society which she addresses; but her
deplorable influence is everywhere manifest. Among
the educated classes she presents herself under the
guise of & refined skepticism, of gentle parlance, de-
nying all relation tc the Voltarian vulgarity taat
runs the streets.

“ National Protestantism, in the crisis through
which it i3 passing, is only fit to succeed Catholi-
cism, and to present itself ag the agyium of a faith
quite cast out in these times of infidelity. All ab-
sorbed by its intestine struggles, it bas no leisure to
pay serious attention to the state of mind beyond its
limits; apd could it do otherwise, it would not be
able to offer to those seeking stability, any refuge
egainst skepticism, since it i3 itself tainted with this
malady, and its pulpits proclaim simultaneously, the
most contradictory principles, The theological crisis
whick hag continuzed several years, does not appear
to approaJch a termination.”

This phenomenon, which repeats itself with
unvarying monotony amengst all non-Catholic
populations, which is to be witnessed in Ger-
many and in England, whieh is as striking
amongst the de-Catholicised populztions of the
Italian and Spanish Pemnsvlas, as amongst the
Protestant churches of Trance, and which is not
striking - Lower Canada only becavse the
French Canadian Missionary Soctety has as yet
made no progress 1 undermining the faith of the
Trench Canadians ~is one which certainly
claims some consideration from those amongst
Protestants who bave not adopted as their own
the Voltairian device © Lerasens infame.”—
Why do Papists, when they throw off the au-
thority of thie Church, invariably, and as the ne-
cessary logical consequence, throw off therwr
Christianity 7 The silly questions and answers
of the Pownte auz Trembles Cateclissm are suffi-
cient 1o explain the apparent mystery.

If God has made a revelation to man, and 1f
He holds man responsible for his belief, ITe must
bave given man some simple, but certain means
by which all men, learned and unlearned, ean
attain to a full and infallible knowledge of the
contents of that revelation. Now this, all ex-
perience shows, cannot be attained to from the
Bibte. Indeed, anything more madequate for the
purpose which Protestants attribute to the Bible,
than is that book, it would be impossible to con-
ceive—and were it possible to convince us that
it was the medium, or the cnly means through
wlich e had been pleased to reveal to us His
will, we should form but a very low eslimate in-
deed of s intelligence, or of Iis honesty.—
The Bible evidently never was intended te teach
religion, because it evidently is not competent to
do s0; and because it is deficient in every quality
which a book destined to be man’s sole religious
instructor skould bave, and would have, if its
author were ap all-wise and all-just God. Be-
sides, the Church 1s the sole voucher for the
Bible, determining, not 1ts wysterious meaning
alone, but of what works 1t is composed, and
establishing the fact of their inspiration. By
rejecting the authority and the traditions of the
Church, the convert to Protestantism resigns all
reasonable grounds for the inspiration of Scrip-
ture, and has no means of fixing its Canon—for 1t
requires a divinely assisted, and therefore infallible

fore fallible, it would be proved that the words of

. . !
upon the subject by God Hiwmsell, ascertain of |

“ tradition,” can its inspiration and the inlallbility |
Was it not by tra-

present St. Paul as exhiorting the Christiin con- 1 ta; if not direct attacks, at all events covert
verts to “stand fast and hold the {raditions | ingnuations against the Romish Church, and the
which ye have been taught whetker by word or [« Mystery of Alomination.”

We can make great allowances for the—
% Our Own Conespondents” of DProtestant
journals. They must write 1o please the palates
of the great non-Catholie publie : they must con-
sult (s vitiated appetite, and cater thereunto ;
and if their letters be dated trom Italy or any
| other Popish country, they are expected to con-

We are well disposed therefore to be indul-
gent towards the “ Naples Correspondent of the
Moutreal Herald,” but then there are bounds
beyond which that indulgence cannst Le extend-
ed ; aod though of course we expect a writer
under such circumstances to have his fline
Popery, though we expect from him nothue
gither very witty or very wise, we do expect at
least that he shall treat us to something better
than the exploded platitudes of Joe Miller, and
the (hrice confuted calumnies of the * intelligent
tourist.’”” One would think that even the least
easily satiated of Protestant uppetites, nust be
weary of the St. Januarivs plat which every
Great Briton who has done his Naples and lus
Vesuvius deems it 1o be his duty to set upon the
table. IBut no; the same vapid mess is regularly
served up, with the same old garnishing and sea-
soning ; and still 1t seems to be swallowed with
delectation by the strong-stomached public to
whom 1t is offered.

Having in a letter published by the Montreal
Herald of the 26th ult, informed us that * the
lower classes of Naples place implicit faith in the
bi-annual miracle of their favorite Saint,”” Jan-
uarius—the Naples correspondet of the Herald
assumes that it is s duty to sneer at the cre-
dulity of these ¢ lower classes,” and to expose
the rascality of the Romish priests by swhom the
trick of the ¢ liquefaction of the bload” of the
Saint is performed. With this object in view,
be reiterates the following old story, that may be
tound in almost any jest-book, or ¢ Diary of an
ITtalian Tourist” published during the nineleenth
century. The Herald’s correspondent inerely
changes the name of Murat, for that of Victor
Emmanuel—for the joke itself, which is ancient
and fish-like, has many fatbers, and has been nar-
rated of every conqueror of Naples, as well as
of the present King of Sardinia :—

”
13

i The famous spectacle agsociated with the name
of the saint in question takes place twice in the year,
in May and September, when it is repeated for eight
successive days ; so inveterate is the veneration of
the people for this ‘miracle’—whose noan-occecur-
rence j8 believed to be a tremendous sign of Divine
soger—that every congueror of Naples hag found st
necessary 1o secure the teatimony of the Saint in his
favor. Even Victor Emmanuel in the midst of the
enthosiasm that greeted his presence in Naples, felt

!aﬁous, or other mode of treatment by wiycl, an
increase of temperature however slight can pe
imparted to its contents.  Again, sepino that
Naples and 1ts churclies with their | e
. reasures,

have olten b.een,.and again are, in the possessicn
of the enemies (.Jf Romisbsuperstition, of Liberajs
and .Revol.ulmmsts whote interest it was gpg is
to‘dlscredlt .\he. pretensions af he Church, and
priesiliood, it is not easy to explain why sueh g
chemical eheat as that which our intellisent cor-

-]

respondent suggests, has not fong ago bLeey ge.
tected, and its processes inade public. Ty
iene_mxes of the. plluruh would greatiy streugthen
their own pacition, could they show that the 1,

quefaction of the contents of the phial was pro-
duced by any natural causes which science can
ymtate. This exposure it often bas been, and
now is, in their power to make, if the mir
St. Januarius” be what the encwmies of Roman.
ism assert 1t to be; and that the latier o ot
malke this exposure of the frauds of (hat Churcel;
and priesthood which they late and dread, is (;ouj
clusive proof that the wit of mun las hitherto
been unable to suggest any plausible explanation
of the process of liquefaction, The Piediog-
tese conquerors of Naples have never belrayed
any conscienlivus with  respect to
church-property or saerilege ; they have robbed
and plundered without hesutation wheneyer plun-
der and theft could serve their turn 5 andf they
had any reason to suspect, cven, that the cheini-
cal science of the mineteenth century, applied to
the substance said 1o be the blood of St Jupu-
arius, would convicl the priests whom they hale
of fraud and jugglery, they would long ago have
had that substance tested by the ablest cheinists
of the day. They bLave not done this, only be-
cause they know that the plenomenon of tlie
liquefaction cannot be accounted for by humnan
science, and that it cannot be imitated by any
known natural process, It is to tins, and not to
the *mgenuity, secretiveness and dramatic skill
of the Neapolitan clergy,” that 1s due ther
keeping up their miracle with so much success
and eclat through so wany centuries.”  Notling
more easy than to expose the cheat, if cleat
there be; notinng which would mere tead to
weaken the mfluence of the Church, and there-
fore to increase that of the Liberal party now
ruling with absolute sway over Naples; and
since with such urgent motives to convicl the
Church of fraud, and with such perfect facility
for ensuring that conviction, if fraud there be
the present Laberal and anti-Ca holic Govern-
wment of Naples, like its many Liberal and anti-
Catholic predecessors, does not atiempt even to
obtain a conviction—we may be sure that 1t 1s
unable to do so, and that the means, not the will,
is wanting., Tite case of the edmontese Goy-

acle of

seruples

compeiled to pay this debt of homage Lo the popular
suparstition. It is whispered that the King, baviog
learned that the Chapter had made up its reverend
nmind that tbe liquefuction should not wke place,sent
a private message t0 the Archbishop to the effect that
‘his lordship bad better see that the miracle took
place, or be would know the reason why ;' and hat |
the Chupter wccordingly alieved its decision, and al- |
lowed the Saint to hear its teatimany in honnr of the |
excemmnnicated King.” !

This joke has done good service in its day;
like the sinart sayings of the Clown in the Cir-
cug, it is none the less popular because the audi-
ence are accustomed to 1t ; but ju al serousness
we put 1t to the proprietors of the Montreal
Herald, whether 1t is warth winle paying post-
age for such an old Joe Miller, &c., and whe-
ther a little novelty would not be an agreeable
incident in the lelters of its Toresan Correspon-
dents. Here are some further specimens of
these worthies style t—

* The ligquefaction, which forms the greatest of the
Neapolitan festiva's, and excites the superstitiong
enthusiasm of the people to the highest degree, first
takes place in the chapel of the saint, in presence of
the authorities, o number of old womern who clann
to descend from the family of the saint, and distin-
guisied guests” who have beea invited by the nu-
thorities, aod a crowd of priests.  When the miracle
ig slow in showirg itself, the old women aforesaid
stoem and scold at the saint in chojcest Neapolitun,
mixing their angry objurgations with prayers and en-

1y for blood in the hand of the officinting priest.—
When this bappy event has taken place, shouts and
vries of joy fill the chapel, are takea up by the dense
crowd that fills every inch of the Cathedral, are
echoed by the mass of the population gathered in the
streets outsida, and are responded to by the caunon
of St Elmo aod the Castel Nuove. The txo bottles
nro then carried in solemn procession to the bhigh
alwar, where mass is performed in honor of the event,
The liquefuction takes place on seven successive days
at this altar, the population crowding to the Cathe-
dral to witoess the prodigy, and keeping holidny
duriag the week set apart for the meuilestation, Al-
though it is well koown that there are many mix-
tures which are capable of liquefying whea brought
in contact with the warmih of the hang, it muss ba
conceded that the Neepolitam clergy have. given
proof of no little ingenuity, secretiveness and dra-
matic gkill in keeping up their miracle, with so much
success and eclut through $0 many centuries.”

There are, no doubt, “wmany mixtures which
are capable ot liquefying when brought in con-
tact with the warmth of the hand ;” but as the
phial 1o which 15 contained the mixture said to

tribunal to decide what writings are, and what are

treaties, while the blackish lump that does du-:

be the blood of St. Januarius, 15 not brought i |

ernment of Naples in this respeet s as that of
one who should refuse 1o produce in Court do-
cuments which if in existence at all, would be in
fis possession, and which i produced would en-
in tis favor.

a

sure a verdict

T'bat under such circumstancey and with such
convineing moral proof that fraud czouot be
{ brought home to the ecclesizstical awhorities of
| Naples even by their bitterest enemies, the peo-
| ple, nat of Naples ouly, but of the Catholic
world, belicve that the liquefaction of the sub-
stance sait) to be the blood of St. Januarios is
not patural, bul supernatural, and therefore a
miracle, is by no means surprising Lo any one ac-
customed to weigh evidence ; yet the eorrespon-
dent of our Montreal contemporary aflects great
surprise at the general belef of the Neapolitans
m the supernatural origin of a phencmenon,
which it is in the interests and 1n the power of
their present rulers, to prove to be the product
of patural causes—if it be not ndeed a true
miracle as the supersuitious Neapolifans believe,
and as the sacerdutal tricksters pretend.  The
faith of the people is real as “our corvespon-
dent” admits:—

Wishing to sco whether the faith of these peopls i3
as reul a8 it is suid to be—* Onn you tell me what
the priests do to the giull in the bottle 10 make it
melt 7’ 1 enguired of the youthful Cicerans who
took me o the cbapel of the samt, aud bad duly
pointed out its relics, The lad lvoled upinte wmy
faee with an evident sense of qnict superivrity as bo
replied : —

fItis a miracie)!

“ Bat do many of yon Neapolitaus really belicve
that it is n miracle 7"

VANY returned the boy, with e depth of convie-
tion and a robust Sonsp of security in the univer-
aality of the belief that was quite impossible to ques-
tion. He was evidently too comfortably sure of the
reality of his belief to be in tlie least annoyed at the
suggestion of unbelicf on tho part of strangers.

The credulity of the Eoglish Protestant is
more marvellous than is the faith of the Neapo-
litan Cathohic. The Catholic has sensible proof,
or ocular demonstration of a certamn pheno-
menon ; he knows that these who have it in their
power to test the origin of that phenomenon,-and
who bave also the strongest of motives to urge
them to discredit the clergy and to convict them




