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THE IRISH RACE.

(Written jfor the % True Witness" by an Occasional Contributor.)

Nobody in the world enjoys a joke
more heartily than an Irishman, and
few men, if any, can turn out as
ghod, let alone a better one, in a
twinkle of time, than can the light-
hearted Hibernian. Providence

giited him with a peculiarly good na-

has

ture; in times of trouble he is an ideal

* optimist. He is not a diamond in the
rough, but rather a carefully cut one,
with many facets, all but one of
which scintdllate with wit and
sparkle with repartee. The exception-
al facet is senmsitive, particularly - to
the light that strikes it. Its reful-
gence is equal to the others in all
save one—that is when an unkind
flash lights on it and it is expected to
reflect back with added lustre an in-
sult to religion or nationality. The
school of caericature, which has dJde-
veloped in America during the last
half century, is of its kind elever on-
ough, but in the majority of instances
coarse, in a great many cases almost
brutal. Cis-Atlantic artists have not
the delicacy of touch of their trars-
'‘Atlantic brethren, nor have the bulk
of the humorous writers a real gift of
wit. An absurd juxtapesition ot
words serves to forcibly wring a guf-
faw out of a reader; there is none of
the nicety of a joke that one may read
and enjoy with only a passing smile
and still fully appreciate. The late la-
mented Bill Nye was a typical Amer-
ican humorist, and gave his readers a
great deal of pleasure; but after n
little while his matter would hardly
bear analysis as far as originality
+was concerned, always exempting the
pecli]iar way which he strung his
avords together. In his reading of 2
ghipwreck, he described how, after
swimming for several hours his- feet
struck . something hard shd it was
the United States. This invariably
brought down the house ** It was hu-
mor as the Americans hke it. If bPe
had said, he ‘‘struck something green
and it was Ireland,®’ it would have
served the same purpose, much in the
same manner as if he had struck a
sandy beach and his geographical big
toe communicated to his gray matter
the fact that he had arrived at the
Sandwich Istands. If he had burned
his foot on a sSubmerged rock, he
would have been justified in thinking
that he was somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of Terra del Fuego. Nye did
not ring any changes on the first
rough idea. He had come down to the
level of hig audience. It is really this
lack of the appreciation of what is
best in humor that accounts for the
vulgarity with which the majority of
‘American and Canadian papers is more

. than tinged. The want of originality,
or rather the inability to take advan-
tage of real opportunities for original
work has driven the cartoonist and

the humorist {o lengths that might
possibly be funny from their very
ridiculousness were it not for a very
apparent under-current of vasiness
and bigotry. '

The Irish race, their institutions,
their religion, have {urpished these
pseudo-humorists with grist for their
mill, and with the carelessness that
comes of good nature, the great niaj-
ority of Irish people see themselves
and their country openly insulted
without even a protest. When Punch
cartooned France as an organ-grinder
and Marchand as a monkey in refer-
ence to the Fashoda question there
was a howl went up that was imine-
diatelyrecognized as almostof the nn-
portance of an international episode.
Herein the Latin may teach the Ceit
something. The *"‘True Witness'' has
always held that such work should
be frowned upon by the Irish people.
It could easily be done by withdraw-
ing patronage from the offending pa-
pers, and having it distinetly under-
stood why such action was taken, A
few months’  experiment of this kind
especially about election time wonld
have a wonderful effect. If the Trish
people will not protect. themselves in
mattera of this kind and stand wpon
their own dignity they can hardly ex-
pect other people to take their part.
An instance in point occurred 1n
Montreal, on St. Patrick’s Day, and
the astonishing part of it was that
the oldest newspaper in Canada, the
one above all others which prides it-
gelf on its respectability and liberaii-
ty, should have allowed the use of
its columns to deliberately make

game of the sacredness in which the
name of the Apostle of Ireland 1s
held by a.ll Irishinen, Cathohc and

Protestant alike.. But never..was thace
a word of protest, exceptin the "“True
Witness.”” At least if there was it did
not see the. light of day.

Atthe same time an offensive ar-
ticle appeared in the Syracuse '‘Post
Standard.’’ Herein lies the differeuce
No sooner had editorial attention
been called to the fact than a
straightforward, manly apology was
made, not a grudging one, but one
that does credit to. the paper. The
“Post Standard”’ is not the greatesi
paper in the world, but its line of
ethics could be copied with ad-
vantage by more pretentious, if less
honest sheets.

Here is the Standard’s editorial wn-
der the caption *‘An Apology to Trish-
men'’ )
What here foflows is written to op-
pear on Monday morning rather than
on Sunday morning, because not all
week-day readers of the Post-Stand-
ard read also in the Sunday issue.

On Saturday morning there appar-

ed on this page an edltorxal enr;tled

{ “‘Americans in Green.” In mt.e-mu'l
it was {lippant;
sulting to Irishmen everywhere;
for its publication the Post-Standard
offers frank and unqualified apology.
:while expressing profoundest regret
| for its appearance.

The article here apologized for was
not written by the editor of the

per, and not only does not repreaent‘
his’

but misrepresents and affronts
life-long conviction relating to * the
! Irish people, their traditious, thew
patriotism, their religion. What is

"1 thus stated of the editor of the Posw~
Standard applies equally, and to ihe’

people of Syracuse is known to appiy
equally, to all the owners of the
Post-Standard.

The weary and harassing work of a
radical office reorganization whicn
through recent weeks has been steadl-
ily in pragress was responsible on
Friday night for a passing lapse of
the exact censorship that «s conven-
tional, and in that lapse, as in the
newspaper offices such things alwavs
go, this most unwarranted and utter-
ly inexcusable editorial went througn.
The management is chargeable, bul a
cruel and necessary inadvertence . is
responsible for the wrong that Das
been done.

The flippant treatment of any theme
even remotely relating to the nation-
ality, or home traditions, or patriot-
ism, or religion of any man or race
of men the Post-Standard believes to
be as gross and even as profane as
flippancy in the treatment of vitul
human sorrow. Each is sacred.

found respect if it may not have
reverence of all men.

The observance of St. Patrick’s Day
is an honor to Irishmen the worid
over; and their.affectionate and rever-
ent steadfastness to God and tne
religion nnd the traditions of their
fathers and their home over the wuea
affords an object lesson to the world,
in the study of which the world has
profited, and in the learning of v/hich
the world would more profit.

-the

Qur times search in vain for oetter
illustration of religious loyalty and
fidelity than is found in the Catholic
communicant. In Great Britain, on
the Continent, in America — every-
where, the observant man is impress-
ed with the simple, frank devotion to
his Church of the Catholic of overy
social grade. On the part of men and
women and children alike is reveaied
an earnest, zestful, honest adheronce
to services of worship that honors
and commends the Catholic Churzh,
and in this country accounts primari-
1y for the giant strides she is making.

These are facts known to.the Pus.
Standard and to all men, and are a
record of qualities that tend to the
making of the Catholic and the ITih-
ermian as he is known in Syracuse.
That the Post-Standard should have
been the instrument in offering him
jnsult is a sorrow. It seeks of its
own wrong to '‘nothing extenunie.”
, It asks of those wronged, and asis
‘the more confidentially because they
are Irishmen, that they dJdo not set
down aught in malice.'”

REGENT HAPPEN

NS IN EUROPE.

As the “True Witness’' anticipated
last week, the elections for the Coun-
ty Councils in Iréland have resulted
in an overwhelming triumph for the
Nationalist party. The official list of
candidates returned shows that no
fewer than 544 Nationalists have
been successful, against 119 repres-
entatives of landlordism. This gives
the nopular forces - predominant
proportion of almost five to one. It
was a glorious victory for Home
Rule and national unity; and the next
logical step is to establish a nation-
al central council in Dublin, composed
of embers elected in the county,
rural and wurban districts, which will
be in fact, though 1ot in-name, a na-
tional parliament. Althongh no re-
ligious issue was mentioned through-

. out the struggle, yet Catholic inter-
' ests have been profoindly afifected by *
the result. The transference of power
that has taken place is:not . merely

o
&S

farmers and:the peoplé at large; it.is
also from the Protestant minority to
the Catholic majority, who have hith-
erto been loca.lly ruled by =a haughty
class smce the Penal Days The . v1c-,
tory is therefore "both. 1Y Catholic and
a :natmnn.l one;
can only be realized durmg the course
of the present yeo.r It tells well for
ihe calm and ea.rnest determina.tlon

[

from th;e‘la.ndlprd class to the teénant i buying up land ' and allotting it

and its magnitode.

of the Irish people in this matter that
a hostile critic, writing at the time
of the election, said:—‘The iransfer-
ence of power from the grand juries
to the new popularly elected bodies
is taking place almost in a dead
calm, the people everywhere showing
an admirable sense of responsibili-
ty.”

Desirable economical changes
naturally follow this political change
—a political change which the **True
Witness'’ believes will be still more
marked at the next elections, ‘when
there will be no more ex-officio land-
lord members of the County Couneils,
and there will be fewer of the land-
lord representatives elected. The
movement for the creation of a peas-
ant proprietary will receive a power-
ful impetus from the existence of the
ml.tmlm.l councils. Already, as o trust-
worthy correspondent says i—

+"The Congested Districts Roard is
at
low rents with the right of ultimate
purchaqe Slowly the people are com-
ing back to the good land from the
and bogs to . which the
remnants of them hed been driven,
end where their cottages .still hud-
dle together. They are er:pmg the
Jtmd They are w:demng it, .as they
say. They' are cultivating qt_on al-
lotments, Jiving- further apart. In 50

will

mountains

years much of the land will be their
own. They have hopes that the boys
will Gome back from the wide world,
or, at all events, that the frightful
depopulation will cease if the hold-
ings are made large enough to feed
the family and give them work. That
is the present object both of the
Board and the United Irish League,
each after its own manner.””

Much sympathy will be felt for Mr.
! Justin  MecCarthy, the gifted Irish
member of parliament, in his enforced
absence from the House of Commnons,
owing to a cataract ol the eve. To a
marn of his active literary habits the
affliction must be much more than or-
dinarily severe. Two operations have
been performed upon the distinguish-
ed patient; and a speedy recovery is
confidently expected.

-

That England is, as a nation, the
“hardest’ drinker in the whole civil-
ized . world has been proved by an of-
ficial statement just dissued. Accord-
ing to this statement, England drinks
30.81 gallons of beer per head per an-
num; Germany, 25.50; the United
States, 12.20; and Trance, 5.10.
France and Germany leand with wine
and spirits, The total consumption of
both beer and spirits per head per an-
num is as follows: England, 32.71
gallons; United States, 13.48; Ger-
many, 28.78; France, 28.79.

——

To & deputation of members of ihe
city Couneil of Dublin, headed by the
Lord Mayor, wearing the historic

in effect it was in-;
and

ach .
is entitled to the conmistent and {iros’

gold chnin of his office, a few days
ago, Lord-Lieut. Cadégan announced
that he will soon release the three
prisoners. Fitzharris, Mullet and
Hanlon, still in prison, for complicity
it the Phoenix Park murders. All
three were sentenced to penal servi-

-{ tude for life and will have completed

sixteen years this summer. Fitzharris

was the driver of the outside car on F-\]“S“ﬂ“

which the mmen who committed the
cerime arrived and escaped. Every n-
ducement was offered him to turn in-

formier when the Crown case was be- |

ing got up, but he scornft'llly spurned
these proposals.

——

The lloly Father’s reception of the

members of the Sacred College, and
his vig’urc:us specch to  them in reply
to their address of congratulation

this yweek, have it is to be hoped put

an end. for a long time to come, to
the false rumnors concerning his
health, that have heen 50 repeatedly

circulated by newspaper correspond-
ents. Coupled with these rumoers are
always others, equally false, as to
the action of the Great PPowers in re-
ga._z:d to the selection of the new 1’ope,
the cerdinals favored by this country
and ;}mt. and the chances of promin-
ent cardinals of securing election. The
latter rumors are the result of ’rot-
estant ignorance. The Pope is elected
by the free, untrammelled vote of the
cardinals; and the only influence ex-
erted upon that vote is that of the
Holy <Ghost, Who abides with the
Church forever. An instance of the
extent to which this ignorance can
go was given several days ago, when
‘it was stated in the secular press not
that Cardinal Vaughan had a good
cbance of being elected Pope, but that

‘he actually put himseif forward as o

candidate for the papal honor! No
‘wonder that his Eminence was an-
noyed when he read this piece of “*Ca-

tholic’” news; and no wonder that he
declared its publication to be an “'im-
pertinence.’’

Mr. C. . Devlin, the Dominion Im-
migra‘tion Commissioner at Dublin,
Ire., is doing good work. He is
not 4 man who searches out and
exposes the few lirtle things that may
be found fault with in this country ;
he does not point to it as a suburb of
the North P’0ole, nor does he go to the
other extreme and describe it as a
lotus land or o couniry flowing with
milk and honey. He simply tells the
iruth about our great Dominion, and

the picture when {finished is an at-
troctive one that should induce the
better class of emigranls from Ire-
land to seek homes in the fertile

plains of our boundless west. On the
evening of St. Patrick’s Day Mr. Dev-
lin delivered a very powerful address
in Wicklow, and in a few words did
a great deal to dispel any false im-
pressions the people might have had
about Canada. He explained the lib-
erality of the educational method,
the marvellous progress made in  a
commercial way, the benefits which
had accrued to Canada through her
home rule parliamentary system, the
spirit of even justice which had place
in both Federal and Provincial Gov-
ernments, the excellent work being
done for the betterment of agricul-
tural interests through the medium of
experimental farms; in fact the speak-
er found many good things to say
about Canada avithout resorting to
exaggeration.

Speaking of the Irishmun in Canada
he snid that he held his own. You
will find him in the foremost ranks of
theChurch, the Senate; he graces Lhe
lench; in the forum his oratorical
powers are admired. ‘The Irishman
has maode his mark in every walk in
life. Some of our ablest Cabinet Min-
isters have been Irishmen; the great-
est orator ever heard in the Canadian
House of Commons was an Irishman.
Thanks to the magnificent conditions
prevailing, no obstacle, no barrier,no
crushing influence is placed in his
way. Years ago he mny huve left Ire-
land a poor boy; to-day you will find
him in the liberal professions, or ner-
chant prince, or perhaps looking af-
ter immense agriculturnl interests,
which he has acquired. '“At al] ev-
ents,”” said Mr. Devlin, “the position
which the Irishiman occupies in Cana-
da is one which you have every reas-
on to feel proud.”

At the end of hig address Mr. Dev-
lin, wa$ loudly applauded and warm-

ly congratulated, after n vote of
thanks proposed by Rev, TFather
Clarke, C.C., had been heartily res-

ponded to.

Three of the leading Protestant
churches of Columbus, Obhio,
opted rules that women remaove their
hats. )

have. ac

'CHURCH WORK IN ALASKA.

Many interesting extrocts could be
takenfrom very interesting and com-
prehensive article. under the above
heading, which appeared in the *'Daily
of February 19th last. Af-
ter dealing with the Russian Church
in that comparatively new land, we
tind these interesting details con-
cerning our own Church, and some of
her accompanying missions,

“TFather Rene. the present prefect-
apostolic, has recently returned from
an important mission to the Vatican,
one point of which was to obtain the
authority of the Vatican for the ces-
tablishment of a monastery on  the
Yukon,ut u point near Forty Mile, for
the purpuse of fostering the develop-
ment of agriculture in that region.

The foundation of these Yukon mis-
siotis dates from 1886, when the first
Nulato,

"

and

was established at it
small day schuol was started. Two
venrs later the boarding and day
school were started lower down  the
river, with four S8isters of St Ann,
With the increase of pupils seven
more  Sisters  were sent up in 18393,

and since the Klondike discoveries the
school has grown to be the largest
and the most potent in the civiliza-

tion of natives and the education ol
whites of any in the interior.

“*There are now in the Yukon «n-
terior e¢ngaged in mission wark ten

fathers, seven brothers and eleven
sisters, makiug 28 in all. Rev. Father
Barnum is at Forty-Mile mission;
Rev. Father Munro at Nulato; Rev.
Father A. Ragarn at Holy Cross, Rev.
Father Judge at Shugelnk River, and
Rev. A. Ruberts on  the Kuskokwim.
Rev. Joseph Treccn js superintendent
of St. Joseph's boerding school at
Akularck, Yukon delta, with
male assistants. The girls® school is
under the charge of Sister M, Zypher-
assisted by three other

three

ine, wsiperior,
Sisters. At Tununa, at Cape Vancouv-
er, and at Eskinak there ure Romun
Catholic missions and also at St
Michael’s, Norton Sound, and at Sel-
awik River, Kotzebue Sound, and at
other places along the coast af this
wild far northern country.

In short, the Jesuit priests have
moved with the American pioneers of
Alaska, and have started missions
wherever they have settled to trade
or hunt for gold, and in many places
where there are still only native resi-
dents. They have also established
hospitals in the interior for the sick
the necdy. ‘These priests have
been highly educated men, who have
shown great devotion to the cause,
travelling thousands of miles alone
and bearing all the hardships incid-
ental to Arctic journeying.They speak
the language of the natives and thus
easily gain their confidence.

and

*'It should also be melitioned that
1lie fathers have w hat is conceded to
be the best school in Alaska, the
boarding and day school gt Juneau,
under the charge of the Sisters of Nt,
Ann. At Sitka the Catholics wor<:h|p
in an old building, but it is hoped in
the near future to erect there Qa
and imposing edifice.

1:0W

“Rev. Father W, I Judge, died ¢
his  miission on Jan. 16th, on his
birthday. aged 19  years, Very  son-

cerely regretted.”’

In connection with the various scets
of I'rotestantism and especindiy with
the inter-denominational
fice that  has been  the focus of  all
creeds, we f(ind these very Wusing
il yet instructive details:—

Uhurch gali-

“As an  instance of how the Union
Churchi has been oceupied, it may be
mentioned that at the time Mr. Leach
was here the time apportioned to the
varicus denominations was about as
follows:— Monday evening, Christiqa
Endeavor prayer anceting;  Tuesday,

evening, Methodist fopiscopul Endeav-
or meeting;  Wednesday evening, Jop-
iscopul weekly evening service; Thurs-
day  evening, Union prayer meeting
IPriday evening, Baptist prayer an'.t-
ing; Saturday evening, choir praciice:
Sunday services:—Roman Catholic, 4
t.m.; Idpiscopal, 11 a.m.; Union Sun-
day School, 2 pang Methodist Bpys-
copal service, 3 p.m.; Roman Cathnbic
Sunday  School, 5 p.m.;. Union
vices 7.30 p.m.

““At the last meeting of the chureh
order that all denomrna-
tions should have a chance to hold
services in Union Church, it way de-
cided that no denomination should
have 2 set hour regularly, hat all
must rotate. This will lead it i3 snd
to the winding up and disbanding ol

ser-

trustees, in

the Union congregation, aml the use
of the church mainly for schoal pur-
poses and for such congregatioas  us

are not able as yet to build churehes
of their own."

It has
this continent;

generally been so, ull over

whenever o new con-

try was being colonized the virinas
congregations made use of the =g
edifice for prayer and worship; v. lule,

the population increas-
ed, each one managed to secure g
temple of its own, nnd the eld vimpe
divisions and even estrangenwin's
gan to obtain. However, it 1s an evi-
denee of the cordiality that  huard-
ship and a companionship in privi-
tinns may create. The same has taken
place here in Montreal in the days oY
the old church on Recolect stree! |
and the same may again haopen
some of those yet undiscore o re-
gions when the foot of civilizition
will touch their soil for a first tiae.

according as

MOUNT ST, LOUIS COLLEGE,

The pupils of Mount St .ouis (ol-
lege held their annual llaster celebra-
tion on Sunday evening, in the college
hall, by a grand entertainiment which
greatly appreciated by all pres-
pro-

was
ent, The principal part of the
gramme consisted  in the production
of o very interesting four
acts, entitled "Falsely

The scene is laid in Milford,
the rural parishes of England, and de
scribes an  unsuceessful attempt  of
wealth nnd  intrigue to
honesty and poverty. A vein of come-
dy runs through the play, and the
plot affords muny opportunities for
displaying the greut histrionic abili-
ties of the players. Needless to say,the
pupils upheld on this occasion their
high reputation, and showed
careful training
at the hands of their Rev.
ois. the Christian Brothers.

walter Warren, the
gamekeeper was undoubtedly the star
of the cast, llobert Quigley as Jusper
Rosedale, the falsely accused hero,
was very well suited to his part and
Iie was ably
as Claude

drama in
Accused.”’

one of

ove E'L'(DHIL'

villainous

was a great success.
seconded by H. Cardell,
Rosedale, his hrother, who gave pro-
mise of much ability. Albert O’Neil,
as Rev. Father Hylton, pastor of Mil-
ford, was an ideal clergyman, mild,
gentie and reproving. Humphrey Hig-
the heartless sleward of Lord

son, :
Tlmore was well portrayed by J.°
Rogers. Jos. J. O’Brien, as Blinkey

Brown (“'Nothing Like 1t’"), and W.
Kinselln as Sqguinty Smith (*Don’t

ver know"’), two eccentric sports, en-
livened ihe aundience and were much
appreciated. John Stevens made 2
good naval officer, and A. Marcil de-
serves much credlt for his portmyal

, given by I Renaud,
, Pufiy and E.

Jonathan Rosednle, the hero’s father.
J. O'Brien as counscl for the prosecu-
tion, and J. Austin and A, Cole,
counsels for the prisoner, were also
very good. The other members of the
east were: A. Lebrun, F. Giroux, H.
Steinfield, and ¥. O'Callaghan. Dur-
ing the intermissions of the acts sel-
ections were rendered hy the Blount
2. Louis Band, and a violin sola was
A duert by D.
Renaud, and o short dia-

"Jogue entitled ' The Dentists”” by the

the'

they had undergone’
instrucl- i

junior pupils were much enjoyed. Reyv.
Rro. Thomas and Rev. liro. Henry.
, who had charge ai the entertaininent

are to be congratulated upon the
success achieved by their clever pup-
ils,

LADIES' GALIC CLASS.

The Ladies' Gaelic Class innugurat-
ed their new quarters at Miss Cron-
in's Academy, 257 Si. Antoine street,
last Thursday evening.

Many new members were enrolled,
and a pleasant half hour was spent
in listening to the sweet strain of the
Trish bag péipes, most skilfully played
by Ar. Touhey, the famous piper.

The lndies are making rapid pro-

gress and have done credit to their
instructors, Messrs. Lavelle and Man-
gan. Among those present were Mrs.
Allan, P'ro. P'res., Ladies’ Auxiliary,
A.Q0.HF., Miss MeCall, Miss Brannen,
Miss Cullinan, Miss Howlett and
, many others. T.adies desiring to jvin
are cordially invited. The class meets
every Thursday at 8 p.m. sharp at
257 St. Antoine street.

The 'Va'ca.nt Soe of Three Rivers.

A rumor stales that Mgr. Marois,
of the archdiocese of Quebec, has -
been.called to the episcopal “seat of
the diccese of Three Rivers.



