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Ion ization was only very partially carried out, and having fail-

cd at home, Earl Selkirk turned his attention to the distreýscd

Sxviss. He preparcd and caused to be published in thc

French and Germian languages, a pamphlet giving a full but

soinewhat exaggerated description of the new country, its

climate, soil, and prodIuctionsý, and offered to ail heads of

families, or those who werc unmarried and over 21 years of

age, lan~d free of cost, with secds, cattie and farming impie-

ment, ail on a credit of three years. The pamphlet wa,; free-

ly di.iributed by Lord Selkirk's agenti in the French speak-

ing Cantons of Neuchatel, Vaud and Geneva, and in the Ger-

:nan-.ipeaking Canton of Berne. Many young and middie-

aged men in theýe cantons, having become weary of thc con-

dition of affairs at home, decided to emiigrate to British

America under the auspices of Lord Selkirk, and formed a

colony for that purpose. In the May of 1821 the colonists

assemblcd at a smail village on the Rhine, near Basic, and

were floated dowvn thc river on two flat-bottomed barges.

At the end of ten days they rcached a village near Rotter-

dam, whcre a ship, the Lord Wellington, was in readiness to

take themn t5 thc NewWorld. They had a distressing voy-

age of nearly four mouths, during which their provisions,

which werc at no time of the quality promised, fell short.

Falling in with two Engli3h vessels in Hudson B3ay, they lad

their stock replenished, and at lengthi landed at York Fort.

The coloni4ýt. were embarked in batteaux, and commenced

the ascent of Nelson River. Propelling their heavy-iaden

boats by rowing often against a strong current, at the end

of twenty days Lake Winnipeg was reached, and here new

troubles awaited theni. The season was advanced, the fali

stor:ns lad set in, and their progress along the west shore of

the lake, 26o miles in length, ivas slow and laborious. After a'

day's hard labouring, often against head xvinds, the little fleet

of boats would put into some sbeltered spot, where the weary


