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sons paint a death’s head hovering
over this as well as every other noble
pastime. Tt is true that weak backs
may not be strengthened by long
periods in a small saddle ; a man who
does not know any better may cramp
his chest by leaning forward and us-

‘ing short handles; and there areminor

inconveniences incurred equally by the
rider of horse and of bicycle. But,
taking it as a whole, we have little
fault to find with the enthusiastic
physician who says:— * Cycling is
the most perfect form of exercise
known; every muscle, every nerve,
every capillary, is called into play—
gently, moderately or violently, at the
will of the rider.” We take no notice
of the vague complaint of * dangerous-
ness.” If aman “ flies” down a hill
of which he cannot see or does not
know the bottom, he incurs a risk of
disaster; but, with ordinary common-
sense, it is about as safe to ride :
bicyele as to stay at home. In fact,

as’ Mark Twain would say,—if he
hadn’t said something very like it

already,—statistics show that fur more
people die in their beds than by piteh-
ing off hicycles, sosensible people had
better get up early and go wheeling.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Bass and Maskinonge may not be caught be-
fore the 15th of June.

Cal. Hlarwood, the veneruble D. A, G.of the 6th
military district. at least his beard mul\u him
look vencrable,—sang last Sunday in Notre
Dame Church, Montreal, the same picce that he
had sung just fifty years before, when a boy of
cleven,

The remark may seem  incongruous, but the
above picce of news irresistibly conneected itself
in our miud with an announcement of another
kind that comes from the States. Thix is that
the yacht #America,” which carried off 1}
Queen's Trophy to a foreign shore some twenty
years ngo, is still in existence.
not audacity enough, she is being «fixed " by
her owner, the redoubtable General Ben Butler,
in order to do battle this year with the yachts
that will meet the « Galatea”

Volunteers do not care, in these days of rush
and worry, about sacrificing their few holidays
to military parades.
review of any.consequence from one end of Ca-
nada to the other, on the Queen’s Birthday. Dut
that does not signify any lnck of espret de corpy,—
for the \olumc(_rs had many an orgaanized jaunt
and excursion.

The most notable, and that which had most
of an official character, was the review of the
G5th on-the Champ de Mars, Montreal,— that
old poplar-fringed  platean behind the Court
House and City Hall, where the armies of the
Troquois, and  then of Francee, of Britain, of Bri-
tain’s rebellions eldest danghter, and of the
danghiter who is still proud to wear the old name,
“——where all these have In trn heen mustered.

Some of the circumstances which lent lustre
to the ceremoney, donbtless, had a personal canse.

As if that were

There way not a single |

¢ to weleome the visitors, and the little
[ gaily decorsted with hunting.

Lady Middleton is & Montreal Frencli-Canadinn,
and Siv Frederick was of course interested in a
regiment reeruited from that seetion of one fel-
Jow countrymen  The presence of o Canadian
Commander-in-Chief at a review, after his coming
hits been heralded in-the papers; is abont as pro-
blematical as the fulfilment of their respective
fixtures by Sims Reeves, My, Spurgeon, or that
grént oarsman, Courtney.

But there were plenty of good rensons why
the 6ath should be honoured, of nll the regiments
und fragments of regiments {lint cov ered lieathen
(llst'mw\ in the infinite North West last year,
none deserved better of their country than the
Frenchmen, who loft Montreal amid dishearien-
ing criticism and halfssneering seepticism. ‘I'he
fortune of war ordainud that the Midlanders and
9oth and Grenadiers should capture Batoche, and
the Queen’s Gwn hold Poundmaker ot bay, and
that the 6ath should have a compuratively slight
baptism of fire. But what they missed in - glory
they made up in hard work. ‘Their long marehes
up from Calgary to Edmonton, down thie viver to
Fort Pitt, up and down in that region daneing
atfendance on Big Bear. then away to Beaver
River and baek agnin. added to those atrocions
waaps " on the Canadian Pacitie, made @ came-
paign worth speiking of. No one who saw those
wallant little fellows trudging throngh bog and
brush to the lively strains of & Bricadier " or
= L Marseillaise,” only stopping now and then to
drag guns and wagzons throngh creeks where
horses failed. will ever lose his admiration for
their soldierly qualities. The medals that were
pinned on the breasts of the 63th Battalion on
Monday represent prrhaps the handest work of
the campaign.

The trind fours of the |1
comes off ou the 12th June, the entries close on
the 28th inst, and the erews will be picked by
the captain on Saturday. There will in all proba-
bility be nine crews competing, and the contest
fur the medals is sure to be a close one. . The
men have all been rowing since some days, and
will be In good form when the ree is rowed.
Those whe wish to enjoy an afternoon of good
aquatic sport, had better take the train to Lachine
on the 12th of June, and wituess the event. The
crews will commence regular prwtice on Mon-
day, until their personel ™ is known,  No aden
can be formed as to final results.

Amongr other excarsions on Queen’s Bicthday
was one from Montreal to Lachute, when a con-
sidemble number of the c¢ity volunteers, the
Royal Seots, forming a large contingent. par-
ticipated in the sports and entertainment 2ot up
by the 11th Pattalion (Argentemil Rangers) in
aid of their Helmet fund.  On arviving there, the
Smh marched through the town to the
pipers, and their pictneesque garb and
mllhul) bearing excited general admivdion. The
sidents of Luchute turned ont in large numbers
town was
Au enterprising
townsinan Mr. Hope, made himself conspicuous
by his unremitling courtesy. AU then repaired
to Mr. Barron's pleasant grove where the sports
were held and the long pregmmme was entered
on at an early hour,

The sports were under the direction of Capt.
Hood, of the Royn  Scots, who cavried out his
part thoroughly well.  Anwmg the jislges were
Colonei  Fletcher, Captain Chaplaun, of  the
Cavalry, Captain «Gatling™ Howand, U, 8. A,
Major Dudderidge, and Mr. Barron and several
ofticers of the fous Montreal corps were also
present on the ground.  The Rangers were well
represented by officers and men, and their splendid
physique was much cominented on. There is no
doubt that with a good course of training such a
Battalion ax the 1ith conld be made second to
none in the Dmninion, bt of course in tiis re-
speet. they are placed at great digadvants
compared with thets mere fortumite city conimdes.

The geontest interest centred in the tug-of-war
contest. Prae Rangeos Ladd issued a0 chalienge to

aechine Rowing Clhab !

music of

all-comers., and the Royal Scots and 6th Fusilieys
promptly picked up thic glove, but in turn were
defented by the brawny Argentenilers.  An ox.
hibition of the tug-of-war on cleats and platforiy
by the Seots team was much adinived.

The spring four oared races of the Ottnwa Row.
ing Club held on \u(mduv, were the best ever yei
held under the auspices of that elub.  There
were five crews computing, as given in the last
issue.  As there were only two club four onyed
boats available for the oceasion, the race had o
be rowed in heats, and dmawing resulted in My,
Nushe's erew having to row against Dareelt’s in
the first heat.  Both erews got nway together,
and rowed neck and neck down the course, nntil
within a houndred yards of the finish when
Nashe's crew made n big spuet, and cune in
about half a length ahead. In fhe nest mee
dohinston's crew was natched against May's, and
it was a foregone conelusion that Johnston would
win as his was considered the strongest erew
competing, in fact jusi before the race betting
was even then against the ficld, but the resplt
wits another fesson against hoetting on the fuvor-
ite. At the word go Johnston got away lirst. and
after rowing about three hundaed yands had fally
two lengths of a lead, then the bow began o
wenken, and the rudder having been rendered
useless by an nccident, the boat began to ten
and tinally came straight across the viver leaving
Muy winner by severnd lengths, The next yuea
wias between Nauche's erew, the winner of the first
mee, and Sutherlad’s who el deawn the by,
Sutherland tor the tirst half of the race when the
others came up to, and tinally passed them just
before the end. There was neaely o0 font here,
anud there surely would have leen one hnd net
Sutherland stopped to avoid it, and there was
some talk of having it rowed over, but the
referee gave the race to Nash, and the tinal heat
wis postponed until Tuesday, when May and
Nasb meet for the final tug. The result wis o
beatifid race, though rowed in “halta gale” of
wind. There was not half o length between the
crews from start to finish, bat - Nash was amin
victorious, and his crew earried off the pewters.

The senfor craw will commence practice on
Wednesday afternoon, and will be as follows:—
ALY Max, how AL EL Nash, Noo 2y WodlJohn-
ston, No 20O Connoer, stroke,

The junior crew has not yet been chosen, hat
there is no donbt, but that the Ottawn Qlub will
send L junior crew to Lachine,

Hanlan is charmed with the aceeptance of his
chinllenge by Beaneh, The race will be rowed on
the Thiunes conrse and Hanlim will Jeave for
London when he gets theough his present pro-
gy, mnnely about the end of the fisst week
inJuly.  THs present arrngements are: The
Toronto regattw June 4 and 5, and his Queber
matehes, Gandaur wonld Vike very much o have
wtry ot the Australinn, and says iU he beats
Pecmier at Paullman on June 12, e will go to
Eagland with Handan,

The Torante Yacht club have opened their
cruising seison by a trip across the lnke, The
yachits which took partare: The Cygncty Eseape,
Rivet, Guinivere, Mischief and Donita. On their
homeward  tack they  tonched  Hamilion and
Quk ville, The weather was perfeet for sailing
und the Toronto yachtsmen enjoyed their holi-
day onting mnm-nwl\ The Cygnet has been
re-furnished and s one of the most complete
vachts on the inkwnd kidkes. The Rivet s still
to the fore though she is one of the oldest yachis
on the Iake. Thevig of the Eseape has been
chinged from yawl and she will now be saifednsa
cutter, all canvass possible boing laid aboard.

The Winnipeg Rowing Clab hollds its spring
regatta on the 24th inst. Eight club fours have
heen picked, and will compete for the penters,
There will also be o donble seull ree, and one
between the senior and junior fours of the elub,

St Johw's College, Winnipeg, sports have been
timed for the 21st,, those of Manitoba College for
the 26th, and on the 29th the Intercollegiue
ames will be held.




