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PROHIBITION.
The ativacates of prohibition have

decimed iL expedieIIt to concnr in a reso-

lution, proposed by Mr. Ross of Middlesex,
aie of the most extrene inembers ai' the
leaguio, ta the efect taiit the couîntry is 1tt

yet preparet l'or a prohibitory law'. It is

difilicult ta understand liot that mnotion

couli have licen p'operly resisted by
niany of the political opponients of the

Gi overnmeint, wvlio, nevertheless, recorded

their votes agaiist it. MR. Ross acted in

accodanice with a idecision arived at by

the friends of the cause tlemtselves, wio
have had tiLe good sense ta perceive tai

no beielit would be attainted b.) attempt-
ing legisiation at present. Tlhie trutli is

tiat wl ile prolhibition advocates prof'ss

nat to introdice party politics isto their

proceedings, they tire too ready ta sacrifice

tiseir peculiar temperanca notions ta their

political objects. We doibt very imctili
hviiethert' i' the pi'ties iloiw sitting ta the

sighît andi lait ai' te Speaker' w'er' a tange
eats, Di'. Schultz wvould have bea so rcady

vith lits teiperince isotioil, ai, ain the

otler liaiini, 'a thinik it highly probalile

tat Mr. Ross and his fi.ieis cotl not',
usimder' such circminstances, have been in-

ducedi to declare by tlheir votes that,

publie Opinion is not yet ipe for a prolli-

bitory law. To us it is simply disgusting

to tinda mn professing ta be the special

friends of religion and miorality advocatt

in n law that all persons gifted viLi

cominon sanse nustknow voul be utterly

deniralizing to Lt coinmîsiuinity. Even if

there w'ere' thti genieral concurrence of

public opinion in fitvor of -a prohibitory

law wh'iich its imsost zealous advocates are

comnpelled ta admit' dioes not exist, iLs

enforcenment woul b simply ii 1 ossible.

Witlt suscli a frontier as lsht between

Canada and the Uiitedt States, ioes anly

man in his senses imagine that siggling

could be' preveited ? Do the revrend

ten tiensen wiio declaim at prohibition

meetings, harping ete'nally on Ithe saie

striig, but takiîmg care never ta grapple

wtith arguments, retlect at all on the practi'

cal difliculties in tie w'ay of carrying titeir

proposais into effect ? We have noa retas

ta suipoO for a msioient that they tdo,

t'or ieither on tLitir platfoi'ms io' in their

Leinpei'nce nsesvspampeî's do iae ever sec

eveisan attesipt to ansver the argiiumnots

against a, prohibitory liq1ior law. \Vhile oi

the subjeat, wve Inay advert te a difliculty

auong tise pi'ohibitionists thems'lves as

ta the constitutititioa authoit'y 'of the

local legislature. To' meet this the lion.

Mr.idai bas liopased a series of resoti-
tiems in the Sonate, Lte object being ta

pledge the local legislatures ta assist all

municipalities whicl may adopt the Dun'
ki Act, and ta plec lo t lie Dominion Par-
liamnent ta co.operate vith all local logis.
latures which mnay pass acts prolibiting
retail traflic in intoxicatiiig liquors, by
enacting a 'aw ta prohibit the mauiiifac.
Lure and the iniportation of sucli intoxi.
cating liquors witliiii the territorial imit s
of such province. Strange ta relate tlhis
most absurd proposition was only rejected
on a division by 36 ta 25 in the enate of'
Canada. Lot us just consider the practi-
cal effects of Mir. Vilal's proposition. lIn
the case Of a mtunicipality adopting the

Dunkin Act, as the county of York las
done, ail breweries and distilleries in the
counity w'ould be elosecd t once, wiile the
distilleries and bieweries in an incorpo-
rated city as, lor instance, the city of'
Toronto, would ib allowel ta continue
business. Mr. Vidal and Mr1 . Flint have
not the comimon lhonesty ta acconpany
tiheii propositions by soie imeansre of
compensation to the parties whose pro.
perties they wiould destroy. We NVOvndeIr
liow these geitleien woItoul like thieiîr
own piopeities ta b confiscated by et
of' 1arlianicnt. Bat let us suppose tiat
the rovince ai Ontairio vere ta legislate
against ail tiaflic in intoxicating liquors,
tlien the Dominion Parliamrient ougit,
according to Messrs. VidaI and Fint, to
proihibit tl e mnanufactiiie and importation
of such iiqoi's into tbat Province, per
mitting bath in tie PIrovince of Quebec.

On ane side ai' the Ottawa river the traflic
migit be carried on, while on the other it

w'old be illegal. A pretty state of moral-
ity w'e should see ! Mr. Flint deciared
tiat.lie bad been I trying ta work up thlis

prohibition question for 50 years," and lie

did not know that he siould live ta sec il

accomplished. Me hardly thlink that Le
wili, if le cannot discover saine plan more

consistent vith conmmon sense than Mi.
Vidals resolutions. Althoughli the iesolu-
tions proposei by Mr. Vidal Ivere not r-
jected w'itl tiat unanimity thai we should
have expectei in such a body as the

Dominion Senate, w'e wiere glad ta observe

that there ivas a concriii'ence of opinion
bet.ween the leader of the~ Governmnt
andi tie leader of the Opposition. The

Hlon. M. Scott took the grounid that ten-

perance coiid not be enforced by aict of

Parliament, and poiited ont tiat if aIl
the distilleries and bre'eries in te colin-

try Iver sluît down iiliquoi could be

brouglit into the couîntry b' frauIad or

mttif'actui'ed in illicit distilleries. There

is n answein this argument. M.

Scotts conclusion n'as that the resLt de-

sired by the advocates of tempeiance was

only ta be obtained by euticating the poO-

ple in temperance principles, and nt by

forcing it an them by statutory enact.
nients. We should hope that tho subject
will iow' be dopped foi the session.

11ARD TIMES."

We presumo fev will be prepaied ta
deny that Caiada itas been passing
throuiigh, n1ay is still iii the deadly gimsp
and stiriiggle of, "h ard times." The lct
is sufliciently and painfully eOvident in
every newspape' we pick np, witIh its
funereal list of Insolvets and glaring
epi tph-adertisemon t aio bankrItupt sales.
NoI do w'te need thiese ta iipress and an-
force the disagieeable truthi, for nearly
every ane fai ns low'ceveI favored by natural
srwdness and business ability oftein
ind, by sad experience, our best efforts
put f'orth in vain, and the mnonetariy î'e-
wvard d le ta labor and aioiety fading away
froimn s into the dii vista of things ai' the
past, tirouiîgh ciroinstalces licli we'
bave bee alike unaible ta ftoesco ai' coi-
Liai. 'O say thliat this is pleasaIit, because
salutary, is ta I add insuilt ta inji'y,"' and
would have itch the saime b.riling"

effect uîpoin us as the experience of soie

ofi us in our carly tlys, wiien, after tstern
'eproof had left pain lehhid " ouir school-

master assured lis finat " it as ail fo' our

good.'" It inay lie tie but it is atllier

iard just at tlat time Iid iI tiiose cir.
cumstances tobe toldi o. We disapprove
entirely of the proceedings of titia school'
nastetr, yet in wlitt w'e are about ta sny

w'e mîay, periaps, b tlitigit ta iiitate
iiin. W'iere ail are sul'ering more ai' less

none cln iabe devoid of a w'ile and all-

emibracing syinpatty. I e 'l'lie lilco nis-

fortimînes isake men nOIdrous kind. By

tracing causes, howvever, n'e mnay hope ta
point out saine probably effectaiu re-

medies.

W\7ere the complaint confined only to

one ai' two branches of trade the causes
colid be more reatdily traced ot, and me.
lief afi'oried, probably ut once, by saine of'
those variat.ions in the tariff, ai' chaIn;es

in our trade relations wIitli other cotuntrics,
so vigorously advocatedi of late, and

pressed uponî the coIut'y's ittention by
men, tioubteIly sincere ani linest, be-

cause convinced by facts that sucs re-

mnledies woulki mîseet the wvants of thîat do-

partnent oif tade Ivitli wlyicli they are

personally moast tlorouglly acqainted.

But the universad nsature oif the complaint
shows that tiy chang;e for the better nust

bh fmoi the root upw'ard ta Rif the

branches.
Ona not.iceable fieatm'e is, tltt tei re.

tail iercliant of ali classes, and in ail parts

of the countr'y, is, Peihaps, tise sy'erest

stLferer, thougi Imaking but littIe outcry


