/In E]ay on. Flamry. -
. 'I‘o guard lheur nghts, fhall fora grafp of

i3 evcr abovc them. and can cru{h them’
at his pleafure, The love of ﬂ:mcry ever
“betrays 2 weak or wicked mind, . and
fpeaks its poffeffor unworthy " of -rcal
praife ; it ‘has calt a fhade over the moft
illuftrious chara&crs,u blinds and mifleads
thofc .whom- it poficiles, and fometimes
tempts them to wanton adts of lawlefs
barbarity on ‘thofe . who' refufe to foothe
their vanity. Alexander the Great, though
ddorned . with many good and amiable .
qualities, was, through the pernicious in.
fluence of this vice, guilty of an_adion
that muft create, horror and dn’guﬂ in
every humane bofom, 1 mean his cruel:
greatment of the philofopher Callithenes,
‘who had been bred up with himunder
Ariftotle, becaufe the philofopher would
-not gratify his pride in calling him a’'Ged,
As an excufe for his inhumanity, Alexan.
.der charged him with being acceffary to
the plots and confpiracies that-were form-
ed ag:unﬂ him; then he caufed all his
limhs “to be,mangled and chopped in the
mott-inhuman manper ; hé alfo command. -
ed his ears, nofe, ‘and lips to bccuto s
which not only gave the poor ‘wretch ipf-
nite torment, but alfo rendered him a moft
deformed, and, miferable fpe&acle to o-
thers ; :md. to complete his revenge, he
caufed . him, in this doleful plight, 4o be -
_carried about ir terrorem.  He even cajried
his -brutal refentment fo far as to order’
Lyfimachus, oneof his generals, (who~had
been a difciple of Callifthenss, and_gaye
him poifon to put an end.to his mnfcmes)
to be caft to a-very fierce lion; ; but Lyfi-
machus, by an cxtraordmary eifert of
- courage and prefence of mind, having flain
.this dreadful antogonift, not only gained
‘his pardon, . but maintained a higher place,
in Alexander's efleem cver after.”  Praife
is juftly due to merit, and when unalloyed
with fiattery, aﬂ‘ords rcal and defiresble
.pleafure; while it rewards virtue it hows
!hedifcernmcnt of the hcﬂowcr,and creates
fatisfaction to both the giver and. receiver,
‘ '!‘he charadér of a.flatterer is detefta.
ble ;- like the burterfly he'difplays his gau.
'dy coldurs in the funthine of profperity ;.
but-whén black-clouds’ and~ frigid -blafts—
futceed, “and thé¢old winterof ad\verﬁxy
i frips. the g4y ‘fcene of allits bloommg
pridey hkc that p.umed infe&t - all his -
fplendid aprarancn ‘vanithy and he dwin.,
dlgs to ‘an- mﬁgmﬁcant and de;fpncablc
worm. . A 'flatterer is neceffarilya cow. -
ard ; a’ brave. man Tcorns “to cringe with -
fervnh. ‘adoratiqn_at the foot of Ma_yeﬂ, it
feif,  when fiainéd with>tyrannic cruelry -

ml lawlefs-ambition ;. nor wxll he. lxvxﬂl >

unmentcd encomlums on - l a0

-—-——F_._

¢ T hofe v1pcr s

. ly interefted ;

- wor}\ they’ madc there.
thus reducc I:ve, ‘in‘ 4" fate of i mnocence,'
" how: isit'to he wondered: at, that ourmo-’

eret pleaf‘ure in hegr
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Or paltry ofﬁcc, fell them to the foe,” ~ 7+

He dete@s fuch mcanncfs, and- boldly
weathers the ftorm of mipifterial. ven.

.. geance, ‘which (for a fieady adherence to
_ therights and interefts of his country, and .

a ftrenuous oppofition of the meafures ,ta-
ken o enflave it) s raifed againft him,
and (maugre the unruly blafts of ‘malice
and difappointed pride) guided by the

“helm of probity, he fteers {afely into the

harbour of confcious i integrity, or bravcly
fplits vpon the rock of virtue, 1 cannot
clofe this_eflay without a word to the fair.
fex, on a fuhje& in which they are fo high-
. their tender bofoms_too.ca._
fily admit the plaufive arguments “of flat.’
tery ; and how fatal has it proved to ma-
ny ! Milton, finely defcribes Satan, the.

- firft flatterer, tcmp:mg our general mo-

ther :

¢ Wonder not £ov rengn mittrefs, if per.
haps,

Thou can ﬂ who art fole wondcr, much
lefs arm

Thy-looks, the- heav'n of mnldnefs wub
difdoin, . -

Difpleas'd that I Approach thce thus, and

- gue ;
Infatiate, 1 thu's ﬁnglc nor have fear d
Thy awful brow, more awfulthus rcm"d.

- Faireft refemblance of thy maker fairy
UThee all 1hmgs hvmg gaze on: all thmgs

thine ; :
By gift, and thy celcfhal bcauty adorc,
With ravifhment beheld, there beft bchcld

. Where umverfally admir'd: but. here,

In this inclofure wild, thefe beafts among, .
‘Beholders, rude z2nd’ mallcw 10 dlfccm

Half what ih-thee is fair, one man cxcept,
Who fecs thee ? (and whatis one 158 who

' thould® ft be feen, -

Agoddefs among gods, ador’d :md fcw

By angelsn'umberlefs, thy daily train.—
So gloz d "the “tempter, -and- hls proem T

tur'ds
ln;o the’ heart of Eve hxs words made
o way — -\‘,-v.‘ -

Wc all too well know whac dreadful
If ﬂ1uery could

d:rn ‘Eves’ fhould hﬂcn to.its. cnchmnng
vmcc i Thc lcvely fe}. ‘are too. apn_to ‘ad
mire theirown charm;, and mdulgc a. f

others j xhey‘thm._ :

\‘;'ho ﬁnglcd out by a commumry
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