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Our lady readers are {nvited to contribute (o this
department. '

+

( Written for the Canadian Hlustrated Newa.)
WAIFS.

Who is the pale-faced lad that asksa copper
for gwueping the crossing as 1 pass by in the
min? A coin placed in the little hand
stretched out to receive it serves to light up
with happiness a fine face, reminding mo of a
Joved boy occupying a more fuvoured position
jn society. That little crogsing-sweeper is,
however, only a type of an unfortunate class
to whose wants, 1 fear, we pay too little hieed
—our city arabs, drift-wood on the shores of
the world's rolling waters,
~iThese poor, little, dirty, ragged children!
1 often wonder when 1 sce them in the streets
of our city, where they all come from and
where they find homes,  They are so pretty
some of them: I often see such dear little
curly heads, and sweet faces, with merry
laughing cyes, that any mother should be
proud of and guard as a choice treasure. And
yet the dirty rags in which these little onus
are clothed, and theiv whole neglected appenr-
ance, show too plainly that they have no ooe
who cares for them. When the sun goes down,
and darkuess fulls on the streets, what be-
comes of these children? A few wemay still
wmeet, peeping into xhop windows, to them so
bright und tempting, where cheap toys, sweet-
meats and pictures are indiscriminately jum-
bled together for sale,  But most of the waify
have gone home—for however poor or miser-
ablea hovel the family dwelling may be, it is
stitl home to the child,  If we could follow
thew, what should wesee 7 Alas! in too many
iustances, it would be a sorry sight., A dranken
father; perhaps—far worse—a drunken mo-
ther; dirt and wretcaedness on every side, a
bundle of straw or rags, or something not
much better, for a bed ; and nothing pure or
road to be sven or heard. How can these lit-
tle ones grow up to be houest or goud ? With
suck associntions continually around them,
how can they learn to be any different from
their fathers and mothers? They learn to
gmoke, and drink, aod swear, alinost s soon
as they learn to walk and tatk, 1T have seen
boys tn this city, certainly not more than cight
years uld, so ragged their clothes would scarce-
Iy kang on their backs, lolling against the

CANADTAN TLLUSTRATED NEWS.

236

wall smoking cigar ends, to the great admira-
tlon and envy of a group of other youngsters,
Juvenite “depravily amongst we has grown
apace,when a boy of but thirteen years was very
recently brought up at Kingston as & common
drunkard, A sad commentary, indeed, on our
social life! ) i

Yet these little ones onter this world as pure
nnd innocent as those who are cradled and
nursed with jealous care that no rough wind
may blow upon them, But as they grow older,
aud are constantly brought in contact with
what {s debasing and evil, the very atmosphere
they bLreathe tainted by the vices with which
they are surrounded, ean we wonder that they
grow up vile and degraded? Bad habits come
with bad companions. Soon the luds turn out
on the streets to carn something towards the
family’s support. Their carly training has
led them to be averse to honest, bard work.
Unleas regular employment be obtained, the
lads drift almost imperceptibly into living by
their wite. ln a word, if they are not placed
at work by their gusrdians as apprentices to
trades, they are carried by force of circum-
stances within the circle of the dangerous class
which dwells in the purliecus of every great
city. Thus many of the bright, intelligent
boys who continually cross our path may by-
and-by, if not assisted by some kindly hand,
help to il our reformatories and become a
burden on society. Again, if the boys are in
such danger, surely the girls are in still greater
peril.  More confiding, more in need of some
one to lean upon, less fitted to fight alone the
battle of life, they should not be cast upon the
world without proper training to enable them
to carn their daily bread by bonest work. If
the girls nre intended for domestic servants,
itis certainly the duty of the parents to have
them placed carly with some respectable fam-
ily where the necessary teaining may be ob-
tained. Servaats are much wanted, but they
must be thoroughly trained to be cfficient;
there are plenty of places, but only ignorant
girls to fill them. If, on the other hand, the
girls are intended to work in the factory, they
should be placed under proper persons, such
as would, whilst giving them thorough in-
struction in the business, strive to improve
their moeral character and protect them from
insult. Too often in these days parents are
indifferent as to whether their children, when
st work, are brought into good or bad conspuny,
50 long ns they carn large wages. It is just
af this time, however, when bad associations
ure often formed, and amongst other dangers,
this should not be disregarded.  But whatever
is dooe in this direction, no effort should be
spured to keep our younyg girls out ot our
streets 88 much as possible.  The dangers of
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the streets at night to young women cannot
be over-estimnted, - .
Outside influence can indeed be brought to
bear upon this clage toguide them in the right
course, mainly when they are quite young;
and it is -at this time, therefore, we should
seck to succour them, There are, we know,
charitable institutions of various kinds which
do great good ; these do not, however, reach
all, since they are principally intended to pro-
vide homes for orphans. And a great deal
undoubtedly still remains to be done to aid
our poor children in setting out in life with
fairer prospects. Much may be accomplished,
I think, by individual effort,—by visiting poor
familics whom we know, by endeavouring to
encourage the childrenin all that is good, and
by giving to them while in the early morning
of life, the helping hand which they so much
need, and which may, perhaps, beneficially in-
flucnce their whole future course. - Every
struggling family in our city, which, happily,
contains but a small poor population, would
be reached if cach of us resolved to give
friendly counsel and aid in the training of
some troop of little ones, dwelling in - the
closely packed tenvment districts.  We could
scurcely engage in & more philanthropic mis-
sion; we could bardly devote our energies to
a work which would tend more to elevate our
population: If we place every boy and girl in
a fair way to make an honest livelihood, we
do much towards training the rising genera-
tion to be better citizens than ourselves, and to
diminish crime, and the social evils which,
alag! even in the new citics of this continent,
where poverty is more rare than in towas in the
mother country, unfortunately prevail. The
State gives education to our gutter children;
let us help the parents to give them that
moral training which is even a greater boon.

Braxceg B—m—or!

Dr. Colby's Pills impart Tone and Vigour to
the Digestive Organs,

A majority of the mortality cazes {n this
country may be traced to disease of the lungs,
Indeed, these maladies are slarmingly on the
tncrease. We do not know & remedy better
suited to this disesse than the Combination of
Hypophosphites discovered by Mr. Fellows,

Ty DoMiNioN.—The 8.8, « Atlantie,” of the
White Star Line, was wrecked off Prospect,
N. 8, on the Ist inst, Particulars are given
clsewhere.. The gauge of the Welland R.R,
was changed on Wednesday week from 5 i 6
in. to 4 ft. 8 In. The work was all completed
between the morning and afternoon trains,
The Manitoba delegation now at Ottawu, ask
the Government to extend the time of 1he spe-
einl tariff frazoed for that Provinee from the 13th
May to the 1st July., The Provincial Govern.
ment asks {ts extension for oue vear from the
time of its first termination.

UNITED STAaTES.—Murders by the Cberokees

e anhounced from Arkansas City. The
cmployees of the New York Gas Companies
have maude arrungements for a strike, should
thie compantes not concede to their demand for
eight hours and the following rates : Stokers,
R3.30; helpers, (3.0 per day. Another
match for the billlard championship and w
thousand dollars a side i3 announced between
Maurice Daly and Cyrille Dion, the present
champion, A defeat of the Apaches, with
some Joss of Mfe, is announeced. ———-A. T,
Stewart is i}, sutfering from Bright's direase.
—The new phase ot the Goodeich mystery is
that Jawmes Wo Knox, o prisover in the Brooklyn
Jait on acharge of furgery, clatins to have infor-
miation that would result in the detection of the
murderer, but refuses 1o diaclose it unless the
churge against himself be dismissed, Knox
was four years In the New York poilee,
The Saumansg Bay Company lutve purchased a
Hew steamer for Sanana waters, A Post-
otlice {8 wbout to be estabiished on San Juan
Islaml.

Us1tep KiNgpoM.—George Bidwell, one of
the men alleged to have been truplicited in the
frands on the Bank of England, has Leen ar-
rested in Edinburgh.  Tuogether with Noyes he
waus brought before the Lord Mayor of London
and released on bonds fOr futare appearuance,
~Commilttees of the Anglo-American Tele-
graph Company, the Socidté du Cable Transat-
lantique, and the New York, Newtoundiand and
Londaon Telegraph Companies have agraed upon
the immediate amalgamantion of all those linex,
subject te the approval of the Boand of Diree-
tors of each Company, at & meeting to bave
been hield on Friday last,

—During 1 debate in the Assembly
last week o dispute took place betwasn Leroyer,
w rddical member, and the Due de Grammont,
The hutter was cailed (o ander by M, Grévy, the
President, but refused to retruet bis language.
Thereupois M, drevy announced that he would
resign, atl declired the sitting closed,  On the
following day the Prestdent’s resfguation was
presented and read, but he wasy immediately
re-clected by i vole of 349 agadnst 2810 M,
Grovy, bowever, persisted in resigning, and it
is snfd that he will necept the leadership of the
Left in the Assembly, The election for his sue-
cessor to the Presidency wuas held on Friday
tnst with the following resait (=M, Lonis Joseph
Buftet received 804 votes; M. Martel, 234, M.
Buaftet was declared clected. The Spanish
Vice-Consul in Parls has absconded, leaving a
detlcit tn bis accouuts to the amount of 70,000
francs, Gen. Chanzy  has informed the

Committes on Capltulations that the Govern-
ment has received its report on Marshal Ba-
zalne’s case, and has decided to proceed with
his trial by court-martial. ’

AUSTRIA.—The Emperor has given his sanc-
tion to the Electoral Reform Bill,

IraLy.~Several bank-note forgers have been
arrested in Rome.

SWITZERLAND.—IL 18 reported that Mgr. Mer-
millod has been raised to the dignity of a Car-

‘dinal.

DENMARK. —~— The Folkething, the Lower
House of the Rigsdag, has passed o vote declar-
tng want of confidence in the Ministry.

Spaix,—The Cuarlists are recelving supplles
of arms and provisions In various ways, but
mostly by seu. A hody of {00 Carlists, ralsed
in Navarre last weck, were equlpped nimost as
zoon as the organization was eflveled,———It
15 reported that al! the Custom Houses on the
frontier exeept one have been occapied by the
Carlists, who are fortifying them,————The
popuince of Barcelona, toavenge the burning of
Berga by Carlists, attacked and did serious
damage to several churches, The Carlisty
are reported 1o have shot 60 prisoners at Berga,
Seven thousand Minie rifles, the first in-
stalment of 15,000 promised, have been forward-
ed. to Barcelonw for distribution among the
people. The armament committes there I8
preparing 0 levy en masse for the defence of
the Province, A disturbance occurred in
the artillery barracks  at Valenela., Several
men were killed and wounded. Order has been
restored, —General Nouvitlas has arrived at
Estella, twenty-five miles south-west of Pam-
peitng, and made it his headquarters in hls
operatlons against the Cartists.———The Com-
mune has been declared in the Province of
Salamanca, and some rioting followed, but it
was suppressed by the gens d'armes,——-The
populntion of Mudrid manifest a hostile dispo-
sittou towurds the municipality of the city,
and us the laiter are determined not to resign,
trouble is apprehended. Senor Castelar
threatens to reslgn unless the Minlstry adopta
more decisive and energetic policy. His col-
leagues besitate tointerfere ina confliet between
the people and municipality of tie capital,
Popular leaders declare the corporation respon-
sible for future «veots. Reinforcements
have heen sent to Cuba,

WeEsT INDIES.~ANn American detective has
arrived at Havana and identisied Bidwell, the
Bank of England forger, ws a man well known
to the American police,

AUSTRALIA —A despateh from Sydney an-
nounces that the Parliament of XNew South
Wales has voted $200,000 to ald emigration to
that coloay.

CHINA.— A despateh from Shanghal an-

nounces the arrival in that eity of the Russian
Grand Diuke Alexis,

e arieties,

Superannuated with drink is the last euphe-
mism. .

The season for keeping diuries. begins with
the first of the year. 4nd lasts up to about the
first week i Februury.

“Wa tind that he came to hix death from
calling Bill Jackson 4 liar,” was the verdiet of
w coraner’s jury in Missourh

A condemned murderer in a Michigan prison
chews Detroft tobaceo—a fuet which dealers {n
that braud have not neglected to advertise,

A Parisfan lady, Laving lost an opera-glass,
wits lamenting over the malter with a rriend,
and said she had oniy laiely lost her husband
alson

Landseer has a rival in Mr. Jones of Chicago,
wlsoo as a deg painter, has few equals. He cun
make a conch-doz out of a ¢otinon white cur
in ten minutes, if Lo is not disturbed.

The Boston Adeerdser intimates that it might
not be inappropriate to change the name of the
Masssiehusetts Agrivaliurad College to a < school
1o wean farmers” sous {from farm worl

<.

1 oneo, says Dr. Johin Browsn, asked a little
girl « Who mude »ou?" and she satd, hoiding
up her apron as o measdre, o God made me
that lengtin, an' 1 growed the rest myself,”

A mapufnetareradveriises a patent shioe that
will prevent hoeses {roan o balilhg” Spiner
says this {5 not s new idew, s Mr, S, has used a
shoe often o stop the young Spiners bawilag,

An Englishh Qaily paper has sent a corres-
poundent aniongst the London poor to see the
effoct of the. scarcity of ¢oal. This was the
etlect on one clderly fady swess Cuss them as put
em np 1o the price they ire. I hope they won't
find coals used &0 sparin’ {n the pince where
they’il gn one of these days”

fhe Uhicigo Post hax thiz interesiing an-
nauniicement 1o Queen Vietoria will appear {n
pubiic next seasen mnte than she has durlog
any year siuee the death of Prince Albert
The Queen remuriked 10 us the last time we
saw her, that whenever slie determined 0 go
INto soctety more than usuai she wonld let us
know through the Chicigo Lost— Lowistitle
Courier-Journal.

Qne day in spring, Sie Walter Scott strolled
forth witlh Lady Scott to enjoy a walk around
Abbattsford,  Tu thefr wanderings they passed
a deld where a number of ewes were enduring
the froites of their lambs, o7 nowonder the
poets, from the eartiest ages, have made the
lamb the emblom of peace and {unocence.”
» Tliey are, indeed, deiightfat anfmals,” re-
turned her ladysbip, © especially with  mint
sauce.”’

Jacobs’ Rheumatic Liguld Cdrgs Spratus,




