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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY,
DEC. 2 1871, )

———
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. Berczina. 1812 (Capitulation of Kare, 18583,

Mospay, s OV —Pringess Teck born, 1833,
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1111832,
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MONTREAL, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1871,

Tar publication of a statement of the total population
of the Dominion, as established by tha census taken last
r. has shewn a progress so fur below the general
expeotation, as to shake one's faith in the common
dictum that » figures do not He.” It is certuin, at least,
thut they Jdo now always represent the truth. Confidence
wus very much shaken in the accuracy of the census
beeanse of the manner in whielt it was taken, and we do
not think that the result. as published, will tend 10 its
restoration, It rmay, however, be pleaded that the
previous census was manifestly inecorreci in several im-
porant In some  instances temporary
absentees and transient visitors, -intended to huve been
sssigned 1o their usual place of demicile, were counted
twice, jast as in the recent census there were, doubtless,
many of the same classes not counted at all.  Presuming
thiut the census of 1361 represented the population as
sornewhat farger than i really was, and that the census
of 1371 makes it somewhat less, there is still o discrep.
ancey in the rate of progress, during the two decades, that
is truly remarhable.  The following are the figures given
as the result of the recent census, side by side with the
Hgures for 1861 : ' '

mrticnlars.

Popniatios,
185,

. 1,396,091
084,751

Populatinn.
371,

OSNTARD.. ...,
Increase. .,

1,520 842

QTEBEC....... .. T, L1 664
Puorease . oo, oL, 79,841 P, 10,505
New BrUsswior. ... oo, .. L 2B204T }
Tocrease, oo i o 23,730 285,177
NovaScoma. ..o ovaun o ann 230,85 .
Incresse, .. ... ... S DALY 387,800
Total, 1861.....,. .\ .o0 ... . 3,085,650 ‘
" Increase... ... .0, ... 305,265
Total, V871, 00ve e i eaa, . 3,484,924

Forfive years we have spoken of ourzelves as a nation
“of four: millions of ‘people, and now the official figures
put ug somewhat below three and a- half millions, after
adding Mavitoba to the list. With the: accession of
British Columbia to the Uninn we can, however, still
cluim 'a few’ thousands over that number; but we are
evidently doomed for the next ten vears to confine our-
selves to the long used (and heretofore abused) “ four
millions,” . This i3 & disappointinent, for the phruse is

hackneyed already, and our public speakers and writers
were itching to put on snother million, for the greater

glory of the Dominion, but their patriotic design dare

not be carried out in the face of Mr. Dunkin's figures.

We may say, however, that we do not put full faith in

the accuracy of these figures, nor are we surprised that
they should not give more than a close approximation.
"Tho system was & new one, and, with few exceptions, the
whole stafl ware inexperienced. In the census of '61 it
is supposed that the ervors rested chiefly with the com-
pilers; in the recent census, with the inability of the enu.
merators to put a uniform interpretation on their some-
what complicated iustructions. But apart from these
genernl surmises, based upon isolated cases, which would
be trifling in themselves but for the widespread -belief
m the not always applicable doctrine, ex uno disce vmnes,
the comparison of rates of increase during the two de-
cades must warrant the assumption that even admitting
the returns of 61 to have been in excess of the actual
number those of '71 are below it.  We inler, in fact,
that the population of the Dominion is greater than it is
represented by the census returns: we do so for these
reasons :

In Nova Scotia the percentage of increase, for the
decade ending in 1861, was 13.20 per cent; for that end-
ing 1871 it was 17.21 per cent, or'a falling off of almost
one per cent. In Nova Scotia we believe there is more
familiarity with statistics than in some of the other Pro-
vinces: the people are generally settled in their pur.
suits, and the Provinee receives but little increase from
immigration. It would, therefore, be fair to ussume that
the census of Nova Scotin is very sccurately taken.
Though the Province is satd to have lost a considerable
number of its tishermen after the repeal ot the Recipro-
city Treaty, and though a few hundreds of its agricul
turists went to the Western States, yet it should be re.
membered that the natural increase in » healthy commu-
nity, where no disturbing causes intervene, is two and a
half per cent per annum, or 7.7 in the decade more than
that of Nova Scotiy, as given by the census,

In New Brunswick there is a falliug off trom 26 per cent
in 61 1o 13.38 in 71, a decrease of nearly one half in the
ratio of progress. It is to be presumed that this appa.
rent decrease is due to the different modes adopted in
taking the census rather than to any falling off in the
progress of the Province.

In Quebec the decline in the rate of progression is still
more noticeable. Inthe decude ending 1861, (he inerense
wag 1% per cent, in the decads ending this year .18 per
cent, or a falling off in the rate of progress of 17,82 per
cent.

tintario has, however, been the greatest sutlerer.  Its
rate of increase was 4540 par cent for the previous ten
vears, and is now set down, for the past ten, at 1609,
showing a docline of no less than 2731 per cont. Pro
portionately, it 15 however, better off than Quebec, for
though the decilne is-larger the relative proportions are
more in its favour than they were in 1561, and 25 a4 eonse
quence it wiil receive »ix new members in the House of
Commons.
the extent of one member and Nova Seotin receives two.

The pivot Provincs of the Federal machine is therefore
losing ground between its neighbours both East and
West. But can we accept the census of Quebee, of
that of Ontario, as

New Brunswick also gains upon Uuehee o

being even approximately cor.

rect 7 Nothing has oceurred during the pust  wen
years 1o lead us to believe that the progress of

either should be less than that of many counties and
towns in Seotland in the mune period: or so much below
that made by both Provinces in the previous deecade.
Immigmtion did perhaps less than during the previous
ten years 10 augment the population of the country ; but
the natural inereasze should bave shewn a larger addition
than the census gives, even if all the immigrants were to
be placed 1o account against those who have left Ontario
and (Quebee within the period.  Rome mesns should be
adopted to test, on an exteénsive seale, the correctness of

.the recent census, orthe papers relating to that of 1861

should he carefully revised, in order that substantial
progress may be mudein oflicial stutistical compilations,

and the public mind won over to more confidence than it

at present possesses; in their correctness,

Toratee Royar.—On I-‘riduy; éva.-ning u“xm wiek Miss

Kate Quinton took her-benefit, when, as was cxpected, the

fricuds of (his talented young actriess filled the house to over-
flowing—testifying ina- very greatifying manner the Iarge share

of populurfty she has obtained since hor arrival in Montreal

The pieces selected were 3 Sketches in India,” ¢ Tvanhoe,
and ¢ Family Jars.” © The perfoumnance ‘gave the  groatest
satisfaction, particnlasly that of ¢ Ivanhoe,” which was re-
ceived with raptarous appianse, T During the evening Misk
Quinton sang  several of her favourite alrs’ with her urusl

‘grace nnd aweetness of voice,  On Monday last n new plece

c¢ntitled “The Revolt of the Comrauue ; or, Purix in 1871, a

drama written expresaly for. Miss Ranoe and hér com

* plece is full of dramatic situstions and exeiting denounye

~ Novewser 96, 1871,

—— e

pany
8. The

R nty
aud illustrates, as aptly as the stage can reproduce the m,‘;

incidents of history, the fearful. events of thy present yeur ip
unhappy Paris, “Mizs Ranoe and Mr. Phelps were purticulnry
well suited with their respective sdfex, though many of .
company deserve their share of praise, The axcitement of
the House, when Philomel, surrounded by Communints, #ings
the Marsailluise at the barricade, was intense,  The plece way
played on Thursday for the last thne, wx the seson wij t'l(m;
on Monday with Miss Runoe's benefit,

was produced at the Theatre with extrordinary suceyy

FROM FRANCE TO IFALY IN 1879, BY THE MoNT
CENIS RAILWAY.
(The following paper is a description of n trip mad

the Mont Cenis Railway, which was formally opened o
17th Sept, last)

over
the

As we approrchied Bt Michiel, the French terminus of thy
Summit Rajlway, the fearful devastation eaused by the
raing were apparcnt. A Httle mountain steeam hnd Over.
flowed its bank, and eurrying with it hinge boulders and rushing
with fmpetuous fury over the country, hid covered the
meadows with stones and debris

spiring

Kir'h
but this was nat all it Faw)
torn away an cwmbankment and an iron bridge over whizy,
should have to pass. A number of wen had beon o
days employed to repair the breach, wnd 1o put up 4 pew
bridge. They had jast been completed, and the croud Qoo
under us as the heavy teain passed,
the station, St Michel! Wits
the cry of the porters; the doors of the ctiriages weie g
open, and the passcuygers tumbled o, vach with his spreective
bundle of shawls aml rugs, for vveryone was pr-»;-.u‘.-.j {or a
colder afternoon on the mountain.  The refroshment b
sounded pleasantly in my ears, sl soon 1 was meatedd oy
a numbcer of pangetrgers, who all cat with o will 1 wa, it
behindband, and, baving paid the reckoning, went out g
the yard of the station to leok about,

Wi

b ostidgge

Soun after we arrived g

Tout e wmonde descend

g

Hore was g by
crowd,
full of Jpassengers, und the top covered with ingrape,

standing, with horses. put o, reasdy to atarg,

A buge ditigences ) titted with coupd and tas.

i

miattes it mttled o with the aocompaniupnt of .

# tew

whips, snd the shouts of the driver wmingliog with the by
of these left behind,  The diligence, in spite of the 1
stitl runs, wnd being much
cualotn,

This attesction gone, D had aothing to do bt st pationny

chedper,  get a0 poomd doag

for the hour of starting.  For in Frsnoe e do et adjou
the passengers toowalk about ou the platforui) but they we
caged up in o waiting-room t the tomin <tasts, and are thoy
bundled out o minate or two before It jenves

After waiting  about au hour, we weaere sent out
enrriagns, which T wished so much to examite. They
fve in number, o fuggage vag with one thind 4 —oond, and
two frst claxs,  They were very small indeed, mage Sichih,
and not after the general wanner of Baropean milway car
ringes, but very much Hke our stocet cars, and of almost the
same wize,  After securiug my seat, T owent ont again o tahe
a look at our engiue. It too, wasdiflerent, the drivins wierd
being made very small, soas Lo go round the sharp cueve i
safuty,  About Balfpast three we had Warted, aud oleetly
after entered a gorge in the mountain, - AU a <wadl dista
we contld see the mouth of the Gimons tanne surranndod by
the debris which had been taken out, The work has tevs
going on continually forsome years past, but st i sl give
employment ton uuuber o men e many  months too eae
The nppearance of the tannel was by no mennus striking, and
the recollevtion of 1w goon lost in whimirmtion of the read
I was then on. We soun began to ascend by easy o
along the sides of {he torrent whose destructive tav
have before allnded to, wind to ot advaatage of fedgs i
rock, crosned wnd recrossed the strean, which we conid
telow as its blue waters were tossod awd beaten it o G
through ifs hemdlong course, Then we passed the dilizenss
plodding slong throagh' the heavy roads, and soon, in the
shade, traces of «now and e were seet, and still Liyghier np
buge icie! - hung down from the grim rocks,

In the meanwhile the snn was setting, and ws we got o the
Custle of Lesvillon, the goblen orb wank behind the shining
peaks, lighting up theie soowy summits with o beantiful rosy
tinge, eaving the ravines buried in darkness,  Below usona
jetting rock, faced with crags washed by the torrent, was the
gloomy fortress, covering a lavge. surfwe of rock with its
towers and battements,  1Cis placed in aomont coagmanding
position to defedd the pass, and v complete with every woerk
that con mnke it stron £ wod terrible,

The uscent ixstill continned by nsystem of Tong cary gradey,
passing at times over bridges imder swhich the torrents foam
and gend up their clouds of spray, then skivting some durk
forext wWhose limits seem intevminalile, i we ciperge st list
in‘an cpen valley in which Hed the quaint town of Laus-b-
Bourg, "It Cix a town aninently Swiss in its charmeteristios,
nud is o macked by the hage projecting eaves of ‘the. houres
and the wooden galtevies around the uppur staries.  The val-
ey is long and well cultivated, but the snows of winter then
covercd-its fertile meadows. From - this point to the top, the
rond witda-in zigzags slong the right side of n wild valley,
the sides of which were formed of steup cliffe nnd dotted hers
and there with clumps of fic-trees, “Chis i the most difticult
part of the macent, the grades avernging one inthirtern feet—
an ascent which would be Tusarmonntable. bt fora pecnlisg
contrivance.  Thrée ili are used histend of two, the extrs

o the

Wels

i

R

“rall beiug in the middle and raised above the others, ™ This is

tghtly elasped by whielk working horlzontally under the »n-
gine and ench of the cars.” 'Uhe ohject of this arrangement 18
not %o apparent, but the explanation:iz thig; A steam engine
works not only by the number of fevolutions- of the wheuls,
but alko by thelr adhicsion to the mils, for had they no g
chage they would necessarily swlip-and -the train would not
move. The adhosion on ordinacy ronds depends on the wuight




