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Mogtrd.

JESUS KNOCKETII,

Belold T stand at the door uud knock.—TRev. iii. 0.

Verily 1sey unto you, innemieh as ye have Jdone it unto
one of the lenst of these wmy brethres, ye'bave done it upto
me.—St. Matthew, xxv. 40,

Let your lamp be trimmed and burning, -
Tover waiting for the Lord,

Standing ready when he knocketh,
Listening to obey his word,

Know ye not the holy influcuce,
‘T'hat shall new create the earth?

"T'is the angels' peaceful chorus,
Chanted at the Saviour'a birth.

Jesus knocketh—when the weary
- Travel-waorn, and wasted one,
Asks for rest, md food and comfort,
While his lingering sands may run—
Listen to his carnest pleading,
Chirist himself hath said 1o thee,
“ 1 ye help my weary brotlher,
Ye have done it unto me.

Jesug knocketh—when the sinner
Bowed with grief he cannot bear,
Seeks some gentle human bosom
To aszuage his weight of care;
Ye in weakness tread the pathways,
Where this lone one stumbling fell,
Streteh a friendly hand to uid him,
For he iz a brother still.

Jesus knocketh——when the prisoner
Begs of you to give him light,
Iesh and sonl, by sin and error,
Bound in chains of darkest night,
Jesus speaks in tones of anguish,
& By my stripes T made him free,
Will ye slay again your Saviour,
On the Cross of Calvary

Jesus knocketh—when the warrior,
Soiled with streamns of human gore,
From the field of carnuge carried
Fights in dreams his battles o'er,
Pray-—that swords be turned to plonghshares,
Tumults, wars, and fighting cease,
Nation rise not against nation,
But all hail the Prince of Peace.

- For the last time, Jesus knocketh—
Death is near, the goal is won;
Ye shall sie with Christ in heaven

And as odors from the flowerets
Long remain, though hues decay,
So 1he wnfluence of your labor
Will not pass with life away.

SPEECH OF SIR FRANCIS LE IIUNTE,

As Chairman of ‘the late DMecting af the Trisu
S Ustraniay CHEISTIAN SocieTy, held in Dublin
on the 9th of Muy last.

Dear Cliristinn Friends, (for sneh I trust
-ou will pennit me to address you,)—You
{uwe, in the absence of the President of the
Irish Uunitarian Christian Society, placed me
in a situation which, however honourable, [
should, us a stranger, have deelined oceupy-
ing, were it not for the assurance which T
feel that T shall receive from you the kind
consideration due ta a Chrstiun brother and
fellow-lubourer in the good work of propa-
gating the great truths which distinguish us
as.a body, and which, bowever oppused by
superstition and bigotry, we believe, and, 1
trust, know, by our own personal experi-

much more, in our lives, at all times, give
abundant evidence that we hold fellowship
with God, the Father of our spirits, aud with
his Son, our Saviour and Redeemer.  1lav-
ing received into our hearts, as we hope and
believe, the faith onee delivered unto the
siints, let us contend for ity as God®s dear
children, with only those weapons which
the armory of love supplies, and which the
wisdom which s from above will allow ns
to handle. I cannot conclude this brief
address withont oflering a few words of ad-
vice to the voung persons who heur me.
Allow me, dear young friends, in a spirit of
gentleness and love, to urge upou you the
calm yet eamest cousiderition of the oreat
truths which distinguish the Unitarian Chris-
tian body, to whieh, I presume, most of you
belong. Be assured of the vast importance
of correct views of divine truth, in its widest
siznification, as respects the character of
that great Being who created us in his own:
image, who sustains us by his power, and
whose presence, if we arve to ctjuy true
Liappiness, we must at all times feel. Is ity
dear.younyg friends, a matter of indifference
whether the God whom you love and wor-
ship, whom you regard as the Creator and
Ruler of the world, in which you live, and
of the vast uuiverse which you behold—is
it a matter of inditference, 1 would ask you,
whether this Almighty Being is regarded
by you as a God of tufinite love, whose
merey endureth for ever, or as a jealous and
vengelul God, who condemns countless wmil-
lions of his rationul craatures 1o endl
excruciating torments 7 No, of all the in-
portant trothe revealed 1o us, this is the most
tmportant, that the God who made us is our
Father, and that “like as a Father pitieth
his children,® so the Lord our God * pitieth
them that fear him.>? Amain—Consider, |
pray you, what an important intluence it
must have on your peace and happiness
throush life, whether yon regurd the lovely
creation by which yoo are surrounded as
abiding and suilering under God®s curse,
aud maun, as born the heir of a corrupt and
fallen nature, which can only be restored ta
the divine image by a mysterions operation
from withont 3 er whether (which I believe
to be the truth) the world in which we
dwell is no less replete with manifestations
of its Creator’s wizdom and love, than it is
with forms of benuty designed to ravish our
hearts, and to elevate and ennoble our na-
tures; and man, as placed in “this great
theatra of action, that he may, by a rigit
use of his powers, originally given him tor
this end, become, day by day, so purified
in heart and life, as to be finally a it in-
habitaiit of that better country, a happy eiti-
zen of that glorfous eity whose Builder and
Maker is God,  Prove all things, hold fast
that which is good, avoid all appearauce of
evil ; especially avoid, as yonu value your
peace of mind, aud as you love virtue, ap-
pearing to be other than what you veaily we;
hypoerisy is the blight of the souly do
g its heauty, and polluting the sonrees
its purest joys.  When circumstances ye-
guire ity make a candid and mauly confes-
sion of your fuith, whatever may be the con-
sequence of deing so.  Finally, my dear
young friends, whatsoever thiugs are true,
whatscever things are honesty, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good veports il there be any

enee, to be all-powerful in promoting “ glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” Whilst wo frecly
and eheerfully yield to onr fetlow Christians
of other denominations, the praise and hon-
our which are their due—whilst we adimit
that they have, cach of them, such alimpses
of divine truth as produce much of human
happiness and virtoe,—we are peesuaded iu
our own minds, by ourown experience, that
the coneeptions which we have, as Unitasian
Christians, formed of the attributes of God
are so clovated, so pure, so free from degrad-
ing superstition, that to disseminate theimn is
a doty which we owe to our fellow-men,
wud the fulfilnent of which we eannot de-
cline, if we wish to preserve our own inward
peace, our consistency as lovers of fruth,
and the character \v?}iuh belongs to the
children-of God and the disciples of Jesus.
Far from us, dear Christinu friends, be the
indolence and indiflerence which would
lead us to decline, through good report and
throngh evil report, bearing our cheerful
testimony to the gladdening truths whlch_wc
liave received @ a testimony which requives
cach of us, my Unitarian brethren, to be a
Burning and a shining light, so that they

who differ from us may, by seeing our good-

works and lzbours of love, not enly plority
our Father whicly is in heaven, bat be led
1o inquire into the true character of our pure
and simple faith, at present little understood,
and, in congequence, much reviled.  In the
present state of society, the silent teaching
of a good 1nan’s life most efleetively recom-
sends the faith by which lie is gnided and
governed,—~may we, dear Christian {riends,

virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things, and the peace of God shall be
with you. Tn conclusion, dear Christian
friends, partakers; T trust, in one common
fuith, sharers with me in the same joys and
hopes, permit me, in the midst of you, to
express the warm attachment which 1 feel
to the doetrines which we, as Unitarian
Christiaus, profess to believe; doctrines
which culightened reason approves, and
which auimate the best uffections and sym-
pathiesof the hewt 5 doetrines which, whilst
they frec us from a fearful thraldom, open to
us such of views providence and love as fill
our hearts with joy and peace in believiung
thern,  Let me add, dear friends, that to
lue these doetrines we mast, ineery truth,
belicve them, aud so believe themn that they
form n purt of oy inner being.  Be it ever
kept in mind that the & Negalion of error is
nol enough o sccure aliving foundution for
the truth.” 'To have rencunced eror is
muech, but not enoughj far from it, many
have done so who arve now living without
Cod in the world, having neither faith nor
hope. May we, dear fl'l(:llds', uever rest
satisfied with the miere negation of error.
Trath, lovely and iinmortal, il}viles us to
seareh after her in the book of revelation,
in the book of natare, in ourown hearts, and
in every way by which she reveals hersell
to those who dilizeutly seck hor.  May God
guide us unto the knowledge of all troth
and may we, by a holy life, devoted to his
service ind tothe advancement of the dearest
and highest interests of our fellow-men, so
recommend the truths revealed to us, that
athers may be stimulated diligently to seek

with our lips, when opportunities offer, and,

this pearl of great price!  Amen.

RELIGIOUS REFORM ON THI CONTI-
NENT O EUROPL.
“1TE PROTESTANY FRIENDS.”

The following passage from Dr. Beard’s
Essay on Anti-Trinitarianism in Germany
will convey to our readers an idea of the
Progress of Religious Reform in that conntry.
The ¢ Protestant Friends” it will be ob-
served are an Associntion of Religious Re-
formers :— :

At the head of the ¢ Protestant Friends »
stands the Pastor Uhlich, of Pémmelle, near
Schonbeck, in the Graud Duchy of Saxony,
who, in the Spring of 1841, invited scveral
brethren in the ministry to meet with him
periodieally, in order to take such mensures
as might scem best fitted to counternet the
cliorts of the partizans of rcligious renction,
and secure for o seriptural ” and  rational
Chrigtianity the development it needed,
and the reception it deserved, The first
assembly took place at Gnadan, on the
20th June, 1811, when sixteen clergymen
assembled.  Another meeting wasappointed
for the ensoniug Michaelmas, to be held at
Halle, wheu the number present mmounted
to fifty-six. From this time two meetings
took place yearly at Kéthen, at which the
uumbers rose, by demrees, 1o above two
thousand, composed of laity and ministers
of religion, who evjoyed equal privileges in
ariginating and supporting measn ad
putting forth  opinions.  These periodical
mectives, the proceedings and speeches m
which ware speedily disseminated throngh-
out Gernny, produsced a great impression
on the public mind, already to a great ex-
tent prepared to renounee the shadowy forms
of wdeceased orthodoxy.  Its friends, how-
ever, grew  alarmed, aud began a very
vigorous, unsparing, and, in zoine respects,
unserupulous attack on the maintainers of
this etlort for a popular religious reform
in the Protestant Chureh, enploying hard
words, anathemas, wnd dennneiations, as
well as argumemts. The power of the state
wus invuked against the mis-believers, aud
even the immueiiate sueeour of Heaven was
implored.  In the Frvangelischen Kirchenzei-
{ung, Guericke deelared the € Protestant
ifriends *? enemies of the Chareh, and de-
manded against them the interveution of the
magisttate.  Supported by this authority, a
clermman at a Missionary Meeting held in
Berliny June 6ih, 1841, proposed that, in the
name of the ** Trinbe God,* they should be
excluded f{rom the Church.  The motion
was Jost. On’ the next day, after 2 violent
speech against them, made by another
minister, the whole assembly threw them-
selves on their knees, and praved for he
conversion of their peceant brethren.  This
new species of argument found aceeptance,
and wus speedily imitated in many places,
by small kunots of orthadox believers. Toen
clergymen pat forth at Neuhaldensleben a
speeies of excommunication.  The excite-
ment rose to o great heisht. Yet the ma-
jority, both of elersy and laity, kept them-
selves free from Trinitarian contagion.  This
was proved at the Synods of Prussian clerg
men, which tvok place in the year 1841,
At Mamdeburg, out of 179 ministers, 150 de-
clured for the New School, and only 20 for ar-
thodoxy.  The meetings of *“the Friends of
of Light?®? became more frequented, more
animated, and mere influential. An as-
sernbly, held May 15, 1843, wis so numer-
ous (from two 1o three thousand), that it was
adjourned to the open air. Herr Ublich
brought forward thirtcen propositions whick
coutained the principles of the new Reform,
The numbers and respectability and social
weight of this assembly, gave greal en-
conragement and a new impulse to the
¢ Protestant Friends,” who forthwith shewed
much activity and untiring zeal in holding
district meetings.  Meanwlhile, Govermment
bhad grown uneasy; and at lenath, en-
couraged by their othodox assailants, issued
its probibition, commanding the Reformers
o d from these popular manifestations
of their sentiments, puwer, and deterntina-
tion. The lust asseibly was beld at Asse,
a hill in the Duchy of Brunswick.  'This iu-
tervention on the part of Prussia and Suxony
was met by obedience and protests.  Uhlich
and his associates turned all their energy to
the Pr which is now their chief arm in
the warfure aguinst religious corruption.
During the controversy, the established
Confessions of Fuith liave heen bronght for-
ward, on one side with the intention of en~
forcing their authority, on the other for the
purpuse of showing their contrariety to Serip-
‘ture, and, in conscquence, their invalidily.
“'he most important position of the Umu\‘n_-.m
party is, that in these Conlessions of Faith
the Scripture is set above all human decla-
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Christian tmthe  Thustl.e Smalkald ‘ArLiu]cs
(ii, 2, 308), declare ¢ the Word of God shall
determine points of faith, apart from which

rations, and.declired to be the ouly test of |-

no one, not even an angel, shall have any
authority 3>* and € the Formmulurly of agree-~
ment?? saye, “the Holy Sevipture remains
the enly judiy, vule, and test, according to
which, as the sole touchstone, ought and
must all doctrines be learnt and deter-
mined.”?

WIIAT IS PREACIIING ?

What is preaching ? is a question to which
there would probably be as many replies as
to, What is truth?  Alnost every minister,
and almost every man, has his own taste, and
his own standard, and his own weight, and
his own menasnre onthis subjeet.  Oue man
thinks, that to preach means accurately to
divide a given topic, logically to illustrate
it, and to observe a perfect but cold propricty
through the various steps and stages of tho

discourse. This is the mechanical plan of
preaching.  Another imagines preaching to

be the exposition of a particular passage of
seriptuve, bringing out from it all that is in
ity and notning more, This is the textual
idea of preaching,  Another eares not a
straw for w sermon, if it do not contain a
train of rigid araumentation, diversified by
occasional barsts of party rage, and strong
squirta of 1he odiwm theologicum.  Thisis the
polemical idea of preaching.  Another likes
uo preaching but what contains a string
of appeuls and gueries and adjurations,
unconnected with principles, unsupported
by reasouings, and loose as a rope of sand.
This is called, though falsely, practical
preachinzg. Another wants a sermon to be
a series of eleetrical shoeks~—one burst fromn
beainning to end 3 the clouds returning after
the rain, and uo cotton so thick, and no con-
seienee so hard as to exclude’ or resist tho
perpetual tumult, This is the elap-tiap
idea of preaclting.  Another wants Howers,
whether natural “and {resh from the sil, or
artificial and faded, it does not matter: if
he do but get flowers, aud hear them rostling
about his ears, in the brecze of Lrillinut de-
clamation, he is quite satisfied, whether
they keep him languishing!y awake, or lull
him intodreary repuse.  This is the florid,
or Corinthian iden of preaching.  Another
15 content with exclamations: he is not
PMeased unless every ather sentence besin
with Ol the interjection Al, has 10 Lim a
peculiarly pathetic sound : it scems 1o melt
into his widrifl like snow 3 and that preacher
wonld be his Magnus Apollo, who should
say, ¢ Oh, we remark in the nest place,”
This is the imerjectional idea of preaching.
.r\l']()lh(;‘[‘ destderates chiefly delivery: no
minister is a favourile unless lis voice he
musieal, and his anitude smack of tha
boards 3 wnless he indulge in a profusion of
studied declamation, pointing to the four
winds when he pames them, and Jayine
his haud gemly on the heart, when ho
wishies to indicate that interesting orean,
This is the materiul or Anthropomorphie
idea of preaching.  Another judees of a
sermon by its length, and likes it, either
beeawse it is an hour, or becanse it is only
the half of the time. This ix the arith-
metieal idea of preaching.  One mun abuoses
a sermon, becanse he does not understand
ity apother aduiires it, -because he does un-
derstand 1t 5 and a thivd adinires ity beeauso
lie does not understand it One wan con-
stantly asks, ere giving his verdiet, What
dothe best judges say 7 Another, with some
Tuvourite model in his eve, says, What s
this tolTall, or Chaluiers, or Thomson?  One
man ikes a discourse to be as [ull of idens
as a pudding of plums.  Another prefers a°
sermornt in whicl the gold, or even the brass,
is beat so thiny that it trembles before the
zephyr. A third likes one great general
idea to pervade a sermon, and to gather
round it, by the foree of attraction, a host of
illustrations.  One likes a discomrse endlessly
subdivided, all hedgesand ditches. Another
wauld have it limitless, free and uwuen-
closed, as a moor or a mountain. Oue
wishes it to be gemmed with Seriptare, and”
with nothing else. Another likes 1o see the
Cairogorm pebbles of earthly poetry spar-
ingly intermixed with the inestimable jewels
of celestial song.  One would hem a sermon
in “within very strait-laced limitations,
Another wounld allow it o wide and varied
range ; to draw illustrations from the meanest
and from the loftiest ohjects—(rom the flower
and the star—rrom the ant and the leviathan
—from the glow-worm under the hedge, and
from that final conflagration which shall
whelm the universe in billows of fire. And
0 on, ad infinilum.~—Geo. Gilfillan.
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