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MANUEL.

TRANSLATED FROM TIMON'S “LIVRE DES ORATEURS.”

BY W.

Tay Freng

h empire revolved around Napoleon
a? the cirey

mference around its axis. He alone
&loneted-its. armies upon the ficld of battle. He
reaki“’"hm his closet had the making and the
iss“d“_g of leagues and treaties. He alone
e w "Mstructions to the provincial governors.
o aas the only public political commentator.
the m""e spoke through his commissioners in
natel“e ‘assemblies of the Legislature and the
in the * So that it may be said there was not
Whole empire a general, a diplomatist, a go-
Tor, 5 Statesman or an orator, except Napoleon,
gﬂine:;s- it _}lappened that when the Tridune re-
Were r‘ts hberty, and the obstacles to eloquence
for e“‘_OVed, the parliamentary orators came
de ‘: "‘l‘esolute]y, and like men unused to
g In their actions they were constrained,
Wag 1, 0 they strove to speak, their utterance
*ble and indistinct.
M:'“lel appeared.
Co el had 4 ta]) person, a pale and melancholy
ang ann’mc@, an accent provincial yet sonorous,
€Xtreme simplicity of manners,
dimc:]n.mied rather than cut the most Gordi‘an
““Onndhe& He moved with a matchless dexterity
felt SVery proposition. He examined it, he
and i It he px:obed it in every part, in its loins
ever Its en}ralls, that he might discover what-
SNtained; and of all this he rendered to
omi“‘:;emb‘y an account in which nothing was
bregy, and nothing exaggerated. He did not
'P"Plec;'t 10 cries and furious gestures like those
Neg tlc.ﬂletoricians who sweat and pant be-
eXeigiy ®Ir pretences, and who are constantly
isgor, gdappl'ehension lest their lungs may be
wm.d_ge > 2nd they belch forth blood at every
}“’negg e Was.n man of elevated judgment,
himse]f ;"d .\lndlssimulating, always master of
in g a';.tl'llhant and easy in his language, skilled
hig subs °f“nf01ding, continuing, and concluding
hiy th:ec;;d S".Ch. qualities as these gained for
'ent‘ﬁVei Opinions of the Chamber of Repre-

pe“: lneed Dot suppose that when political tem-
the 0n°‘“‘» & very vehement orator is always
obtain a great ascendancy over the
1@ addresses; for generally, he urges
Sdoption of the most strenuous measures, and
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if he pleases energetic characters, he equally ter-
rifies the timid, who are on all oceasions the most
numerous. When these latter fancy they observe
in the gloom swords drawn above their heads,
snares spread beneath their feet, dark treachery
ready to enshroud them, they turn towards the
candid speaker in whom they may repose confi-
dence and belief. When they tremble through
fear, they love to obtain safety in the protection

of unwavering and tranquil spirits. When their

Jjudgment proves at faunlt on difficult questions,
they love to hear them satisfactorily explained
by another. This did Manuel do,

When he observed, after the abdication of
Napoleon, that the executive authority was still
undecided for whom it should declare itself; that
civil war threatened to break out during the
foreign; that the Chamber of Representatives was
itself divided, and that, hurried on by contrary
winds, every man steered his course at random,
some favoring the Bourbons, others the Republie,
some the Duke of Orleans, and others stil] inclined
towards the son of the Emperor—Manuel invoked
the good will of the soldiery, the preservation of
the country, and the nature of the constitution
itself, in behalf of Napoleon II.

With enthusiasri did the assembly greet this
proposal; they felt themselves indebted to him
who had freed them from an embarrassing per-
plexity, and restored that unity that is, in times
of crisis, above all things indispensable to a legis-
lative body.

Manuel was appointed to draw up a constitu-
tion—a dangerous commission, an office of trust,
a political testament, which, in the name of the
moribund Chamber, he committed to writing for
the benefit of posterity. Nobly did he persevere
in its discussion amidst the balls and missileg
that were whizzing in bis ear. He summoned
the citizens to arms, even when all was lost, and
the Prussian artillery already thundered on the
bridge of Jena, Manuel, calm ang intrepid,
recited from the rostrum these words of Mira-
beau:

“ We will not depart hence except at the point
of the bayonet.”

Manuel was the most considerabls, nay, almost
the only orator of the Chamber of Representatives,
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