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aclcing to the contents of the thirsty Iymph ducts
and empty blood v'essels. Saîts in a milci solution
%vill tlîus lie ahsorbed. Foodcimust bc more or iess
i)eptonizcd hiefore bcing injected. 'l'le peptones
mientioned above arc readil), absorbed wlien fairly
diluteci. \Vhen too thick tlîey arc not absorbccl,
lOroiie i)ttrici, and a source of irritation. Milk
ouglit to be peptonized. TI'lî white of cggs be-
cornes aisorhed through the addition of chioride
of sodium. K ussniaul beats two or tlirec ogg s witlh
water, kceps the mixture througli twelve hours, and
injects it %vith sonme starch clecoction. '['ho latter
is partly changed into dextrin. Fat, when iniixed
%vith alcohiol, l)eCones apt to be 1)artly absorbed.
Andrew 1-. Smith recomnionds the injection of
Wiood. Its soluble albumen, salts and water are
readily, atl)orhlcd, more we oughit not to expeot.
Stili hoe lias observed that the evacuations of the

nox t (lay contained none of tho injected blood.
Whatever wve do, lîowever, and be thc rectum over
so tolerent, rot more than one-fourth p)art of the
food required for sustaining life can 1)0 obtaincd by
rectal injections, anti inanition wîill f6llow, though
ii hoe greatly delav'ed. Finally, childrcn are not s0
favorahly, situated iii regard to nutritious enemata
as adults. In these tie lengthening of thc nozzle of
tlîe ý;yringe by imans of an elastic catheter permits
of the introduction of a large quantity of liquid
incloed, a pint can 1)0 injected, and ivili be retained.
But the great normal lengtli of the sigmiioid flexure
iii the infant and chilci, which resuits in its being
bent upon itself, preveints the introduction of an
instrument to a considlerable hieiglît. It %vill bond
upon itself; besiries, a large amounit of contents
%vili be expelled by the feeble or resisting young
patient. Mlhen a solici instrument is used, it is apt
to, be felt high up in tie abdonien. This is the re-
suit of a largo p)ortionl of the intestine beingpluslied
uipard.

Dilatation of the q-Stomiich in Children.

M-aclion (Gent-. f Iiindell ibidi.):
T1his subject ivas extensivel1" trcated by Demme,

and the autlîor's observations have been made since
tlîat tinie. 'Illie anatomny of the chiid's stomnach
shows a relativeiy defective levelopmient of the
fundus, great diamieter of the cardiac orifice, and
deep position within tlîe abdominal cavity. Those
facts have an important bearing upon the capacity
ôf the organ, a-nd the influence w'hich is exercised

by the condition of fuiness and by the extension of
its wall. lIs histologicai structure also shows onlly
sliglit devciopmoint of the miuscular coat, espccially
of the valve-tike rauscle of tho pylorus. Upofl the
nîucous nmembrane thiere is also a greater dev.elop-
Ment of the nîucous than of the peptic glands. In
thc new borni infant the stomiach is fîxecl only at its
two extremities, the cardiac end being at the. level
of the tenth costal cartilage, andi the pylorus îîot
extcnciing beyond tlîe middle lino of the body.
Wlien the organ is full tlîe pyloruis is its lowest
point, andi is always covered with liver tissue ; the
upper hiaif of the lesser curvature ruis paralîci with.
the left side of tlîe vertebral coluiu,,and its lower
portion lies transverseiy across its anterior aspect.
'l'lie angle which is thus formod varies gri-atl)§ îith-
the difféent mnovemients of the organ. D)ilatation
of the stomiach may ho acuto or chronic, and the
chronic process miay involvo the whlole or only a
portion of the organ. Thiere may also be a func-
tion*al and an organic dilatation, and one wliich is
dute to priniary disea ses of its Nyali. Among the
functionai dilatations the mnost important is tlîat
which is baseci upon the clisturbanct. of the norvous
system. This may ho a lesion of the central nerv-
ous systeni, for example, tuborculous meningitis, or
hypertropliy of the brain ; or the ner%,es of tlîe
stomnach itseif may be at fault. It may also occur
iii connection with chiorosib, the cîxisor re-
laxation of the miuscular structure in consequence
of chronic cartarrh. Secondary, dilatation of tlîe
stomiach of the organic variety rareiy occurs. Nar-
rowving of the I)yiorus, ib always the causativ'e factor,
and to this may ho added a congenital N%èakness of
the nîuscuLar structure of the organ. 1nmperfect
deveiopment of zlîc nuscular coat aiiù insufficient
nutrition in the first months of life are also causa-
tive elemients which occasionaiiy oxist. Cases are
also recorded by Demme which were caused by
keeping the child in bcd to nîuch of the time, and
b)' rachitis, this disease being cne wlicch prodisposes
to disorciers of the digestive tract.

'lie symptomns of dilatation of the stomach in
children are partly local and partiy general, andi are
similar to tliose w hîch are ohserved in adults. T!he
di<,nosis can bo readily made by inspection of tl iýe
abdornen,by palpitationi,or exam iinaýtion iNvith) a .vund.
Diagnosis by percussion is flot aiwvay.- reliable.

Functionai dilatation, wh.1ich is caubed by nerve
diordors, usually disappears with the pr;nary cause..
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