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TO OUR READERS,

Wirn the suspicions epoch of the commencemeut of another year, the BRirisy
AMERIOAN JOURNATL enters upon u new phasc of ity existence with cheering
prospects of a vigorous and healthy future,  Tnto the canwes which huve com-
spired bo intorrupt its course, sy well o that of every suceeeding ntbempt of
like nature, it is not our presont purpose to enquire.  Nevertheless the brond
fuct Jies before ua, that the Medical Profossion, one, which in the Brivizh Ame-
rican Provinees, may shnost connt, ity numbers by thousands, i the only one
which has not gupported effectunlly its own periodical.  And when we consider
the value of such o mediwn of ecommunication o such n Profession
~—to advoente ity wanty, to diffuse its improvements sud disoveries, to farnizh
from time to time, an instructive epitome of all that tromspiree in the medical
world, we cannot doubt that, this, our renewed effort, will command wufficiont,
gupport to ensiure progperity and length of duys, provided slways that the edi-
torial dutics wre discharged with fidelity and singleness of purpoge.

It is seurccly necessary in guch an undertaking a4 the present, to state ab
length the nature of it claims wpon generad support. Tn the care of political
journals it is otherwise.  The shades of politiesl opinion which charaeterize the
various parties into which the community is divided, dJemsnd from the jonrnaligt
who enters the arena of politics, an explicit statement of his views, HBut the
oneness of gentiment, which distinguishes acientific pursuite, renders such 2 pro-
ceeding on our part unnecesgary,  We deem it right, however, to state that we
have no purpose to serve apart from the highest good of our Profession ; thay
we desire to pursuc a perfectly mdopendmt COUTHL, unfettered by uny feelings
of purtizanship whatever ; that our grand object i3 to diffuse wimimy the seattered
members of the Profession in these vast Proviness, ag large an ammunt of sound
practical information as we may be able to eamuand, furnishing ot the same
time a permanent reoord for the obgervations and experience of every practitionsr,
be the locale of his labours ever s distant—the sphere of his setion luited or
enlarged; and finally to elevate and purify, to t.h‘* ntost of our ubility, the
characur of the Profession,

Such being our purpose, such the principles w}uch actuate we, may we rmt
hope to contribute the improversent of science in these British Colonies; to
prove to our brethren of diztant countries, that we are not lagrards in the corae
mon race for distinction and usefulness ; sud to demonstrate, that we are coperially



